
Genesis 37 

Joseph's Dreams 
1 Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 

2 These are the generations of Jacob. 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with 
the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to 
their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son 
of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to 
him. 

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. 6 He 
said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were binding sheaves in the 
field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it 
and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or 
are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed 
another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But 
when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is 
this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to 
bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father 
kept the saying in mind. 

Joseph Sold by His Brothers 
12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 
And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your 
brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and 
he came to Shechem. 15 And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him, 
“What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, where they 
are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let 
us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 

18 They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill 
him. 19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and 
throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we 
will see what will become of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of 
their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he might 
rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, 



they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. 24 And they took him and 
threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

25 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 
26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 
27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our 
brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by. 
And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
shekels[c] of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. 

29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes 
30 and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 31 Then 
they took Joseph's robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 And they 
sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, “This we have found; please 
identify whether it is your son's robe or not.” 33 And he identified it and said, “It is my son's 
robe. A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob 
tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his 
sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I 
shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile the 
Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard. 

Genesis 42 
Joseph's Brothers Go to Egypt 
1 When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you 
look at one another?” 2 And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. 
Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3 So ten of Joseph's brothers 
went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with his 
brothers, for he feared that harm might happen to him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel came to buy 
among the others who came, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 

6 Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. 
And Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 
7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke 
roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to 
buy food.” 8 And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And Joseph 
remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You are spies; you 
have come to see the nakedness of the land.” 10 They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants 
have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have 
never been spies.” 

12 He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13 And they 
said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and 



behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to them, 
“It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15 By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you 
shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, and let 
him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there 
is truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17 And he put them all 
together in custody for three days. 

18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 if you are 
honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest 
go and carry grain for the famine of your households, 20 and bring your youngest brother to me. 
So your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so. 21 Then they said to one 
another, “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, 
when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 22 And 
Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So 
now there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 23 They did not know that Joseph understood them, 
for there was an interpreter between them. 24 Then he turned away from them and wept. And he 
returned to them and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their 
eyes. 25 And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man's money 
in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 

26 Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27 And as one of them opened 
his sack to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his 
sack. 28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my 
sack!” At this their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is 
this that God has done to us?” 

29 When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had 
happened to them, saying, 30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke roughly to us and took us to 
be spies of the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never been spies. 
32 We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the youngest is this day with 
our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33 Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I 
shall know that you are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for the 
famine of your households, and go your way. 34 Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall 
know that you are not spies but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall 
trade in the land.’” 
35 As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack. And when 
they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. 36 And Jacob their father said 
to them, “You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and 
now you would take Benjamin. All this has come against me.” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, 
“Kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him 
back to you.” 38 But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he 
is the only one left. If harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make, you would 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.” 



Genesis 46 
Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt 
1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to 
the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, 
Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be 
afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down 
with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes.” 

5 Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little 
ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 They also took their 
livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 
Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7 his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and 
his sons' daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 

8 Now these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his 
sons. Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, 9 and the sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 
10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite 
woman. 11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, 
Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of Perez 
were Hezron and Hamul. 13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. 14 The sons 
of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in 
Paddan-aram, together with his daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters numbered 
thirty-three. 

16 The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17 The sons of Asher: 
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 
18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to 
Jacob—sixteen persons. 
19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 20 And to Joseph in the land of 
Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of 
On, bore to him. 21 And the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, 
Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22 These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob—fourteen 
persons in all. 

23 The son of Dan: Hushim. 24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 
25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she bore to 
Jacob—seven persons in all. 

26 All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not 
including Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27 And the sons of Joseph, who were 
born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were 
seventy. 



Jacob and Joseph Reunited 
28 He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they 
came into the land of Goshen. 29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his 
father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good 
while. 30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you 
are still alive.” 31 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father's household, “I will go up and tell 
Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father's household, who were in the land of 
Canaan, have come to me. 32 And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of 
livestock, and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 33 When 
Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you shall say, ‘Your servants have 
been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in order that 
you may dwell in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.”


