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(Caracas, 1826). See also Evelyn Cherpak's article {chap. 8) in this volume. Tulio Hal-
perin-Daonghi also speaks of the role of women as entrepreneurs in regions of the Vice-
royalty of Rio de la Plata: “Perhaps because of the Indian heritage, perpetnated owing
Lor the participation of women in economically important activities, in agriculiure and
above all in domestic cratts, the life of the Interior had a more marked feminine char-
acter”; Politics, Economics and Society in Argenting in the Revolutionary Period
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973), p. 57,

0. Mercurio Peruano, no. 5 {16 January 1791), p. 59; no. 8 (27 lanuary 1791, P- 39,

47. Guillermo Hernandez de Alba, Aspectoy de la cultura en Colombia (Ho-gﬂtﬁ:
Biblioteea Popular de fa Cultura Colombiana, 19741, p. 245,

48. Lockhart, Spanish Peru, p. 153,

49. Vicente Gregorio Quesada, Escenas de fo vida coloniel en ef siglo X VIIT: Cronica
de la Villa Imperial de Potos{ (Buenos Aires: Editorial Huarpes, 1945), p. 202. Quesada
narrates the tale of a noble lady of Potosi who was considered to be “of perfect virtue,”
of wealth, diseretion, and beauty. She is contrasted with a lady of lesser station, whose
description is the antithesis of those qualities of the noble woman. Such contrasts fre-
quently appeared in the journals' discussion of women.

50. Lucila Rodas de Villagran, Desarroflo histirico de la educacion de la mujer y su
situacion actual (Guatemala: Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala, 1965), pp.
517

51, Bouwien, Mary Wollstonecraft, p. 534. For the English journals, see Peter J. Miller,
"Fighteenth-Century Periodicals for Women,"' History of Education Quarterly 9 (Fall
1971): 279-85. Two other examples of feminist journals were Madame Le Prince Beau-
mont's Novear Magasin Frangais and the Bibliothegue des Fermmes. See Evelin Sul-
leton, Histofre de la presse feminine des origines a {848 (Paris: A. Colin, 1966); Jane
Herrick, “Perodicals for Women in Mexico During the Nineteenth Century,” The
Apmericas 14 (October 1957 135-44. June Hahner's essay, chap, 10 in this volume,
deals with the Brazilian feminist press of the nineteenth century. In Spanish America
no feminist periodicals emerged until atter the Wars of Independence, In Mexico there

was the Semanario de las Serioritas Mexicanas (Mexico Cily, 1836), and in Bogota there
was £ Rocio (1872),

3 Evelyn Cherpak

The participation of women in

the independence movement in
Gran Colombia, 1780-1830

The struggle for independence in the area known as Gran Colombia during
the years 1780 to 1822 has long received the attention of scholars.! Historians
have studied the origins, the leaders, and the aftermath of the Wars for Inde-
pendence. Yet, little notice has been paid to the women who participated in
them. This neglect of half of the population is no longer acceptable. Wamen
were not passive bystanders in this conflicl. They participated in it and were
affected by it, as individuals, as mothers, and as wives. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to reassess the nature of their conlribution and the effects of the wars on
their role and status in society. This approach will lead to a fuller understand-
ing of the revolutionary era.

The proper role for the Ihero-American woman of the colonial era was that
of wife and mother. Girls were directed toward marriage from childhood for a
variety of reasons. The Catholic Church, a traditional and conservative institu-
tion of greal influence, encouraged matrimony and the continuance of family
life. There were few other acceptable economic opportunities by which women
could sustain and support themselves independently. Although the upper-
class widows often carried on their husbands® businesses and had mare legal
freedom than single or married womep. the incidence of remarriage among
them was high, for many still feltin ne a male protector. Men themselves
recognized the importance of a legal wile in Latin America, so they, too, re-
sponded to social pressure to marry. Although women married early and were
encouraged to produce large families, they did make contributions to certain
arecas of life both in and outside the home. Women engaged in trade and com-
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meree; held large amounts of money and property; collecled debts; controlled
the female religious orders; sponsored, organized, and financed colegios tor

girls; sustained charitable activities: contributed to the religious literature of

the day; managed and organized their homes; supervised the servants; gave
the rudiments of education Lo their progeny_and moved to exerl control over
their husbands. 2 The Latin American wum Ithough homebound much of
the time, was not a docile, passive type invested with little responsibility, for
she took on much and exerted herself on behalf of her family and society in
general.

Given the participation of women in various spheres of life, it is not alto-
pether surprising to find them active in and supportive of the struggle for inde-
pendence in Gran Colombia. Women contributed to the independence move-
frient in numerous ways. First, and perhaps most dramatie, was their personal
participation in combat, accessory actions, and espionage. Second, women
ent their support in their traditional helping roles as hostesses of political rer-
ulius and as nurses. Third, they made significant economic contribution by
Honating moneys and supplies to the insurgents. Finally, personal sacrifices—
such as loss of loved ones, confiscation of properties and personal wealth, and
poverly and exile—were endured by many.

In the decades before 1810 various socially prominent women throughout
the Viceroyalty of New Granada held and attended tertufias where ideas of in-
dependence and revolution were discussed. Manuela Sanz de Santamaria de
Gonzilez Manrique of Bogotd periodically held meetings of her literary circle,
El Buen Gusto, where pofiticos like Camilo Torres met to discuss radical
ideas.d In 1808 in Caracas, Josefa Palacios and her husband, José Félix Rivas,
sponsored a gathering at their home at which they hoped to convert supporters
ol the Spanish system to the side of independence. In Quito, another colonial
haotbed of discontent, Manuela Cafizares held a tertulia where the 10 August
[809 movement for independence was hatched. Deeply implicated in the plot,
Manuela's name was put on a wanted list and a reward offered for her capture,
In order to escape arrest, she entered a convent in Quito, where she remained
until her death in 1813.4

While a select group ot well-educated white women were exposed to ideas
revolution at social gatherings, others became directly involved in the preinde-
pendence tumultos that occurred in the area prior to 1810. The Comurero re-
volts of 1781 in Socorro, Antioquia, Neiva, and Maracaibo saw women in
leadership, participatory, and supportive roles.5 The Coro slave revolt of 1795,
which had republican government in Venezuela as one of its goals, numbered
women among its participants,® as did the Gual-Espafia episode of 1797, In
the latter affair, Joaquina, the wife of José Marfa Espafia, the prime suspect,
hid her husband from the authorities, encouraged a revolt of their slaves, and
along with Isabel Gomez, a parda midwife, distributed revolutionary literature
throughout Caracas. These two women were imprisoned and then exiled, while
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the female relatives of the other men involved in the scheme were deported to
Spain

TheTevolts that occurred in Gran Colombia prior to 1810 served as a
prelude to the Wars for Independence that were fought in the area until 15822,
lust as women were active in the preindependence conflicts, so were they pres-
ent during the revolutionary wars, Feminine participation in the events of the
day was an individual matter, dictated solely by choice. Although the patriots
of Gran Colombia were well aware of the activities of women in the preinde-
pendence period, nothing was done directly by them to enlist their aid in the
war effort, Nevertheless, participation was broadly based; lower-class females
and those of mixed blood were a5 active and effective as women of the upper
classes,

The women who became involved did so for a number of reasons. The ties of

Linshipana doubt, influenced some to declare themselves for independence.
Those who belonged to families with male members deeply involved tended to
commil themselves more readily than their less politicized sisters. The eco-
nomic and financial aspects of the Bourbon Reforms—namely, increased
taxes and imposts, which direetly affected the prosperity of many households
in Grun Colombia of which women were a part—served as motivating factors,
Paltriotic feelige was not alien to women and could have stimulated some of
them to action. Certain individuals may have had specific personal reasons for
wanting to work for independence. Some may have hoped to profit from the
properties and goods that their male relatives might obtain at some later date
as a reward for service. Added wealth and the perquisites of political power
might filter down and be enjoyed by them, too, albeit indirectly. Othets may
have found in the politically turbulent times a perfect channel for expressing
their personal rebellion against society, which, at the moment, took a pulhica@
form.

While some individuals may have hoped to benefil personally in the after-
math of independence, most did not expect their sex to profit collectively from
whatever freedom might bring. The involvement of women was tangential to

any improvement in their own legal, political, and economic position, and they
neither championed, hoped for, nor expected any improvement in their status,
Most women still did not aspire to any role other than the traditional one of
wife and mother. Developments in the sphere of women's rights, then, would
await a later date,

Whatever their reasons for involvement in the independence movement, the
presence of women was apparent during the years 1810 to 1822, Although
women were not expected to fight and conscription was unheard of in Gran
Colombia, some individual women joined the independence armies, Females
who traveled with the troops did so intermittently, most of the time in disguise.
Records attest to the fact that women fought at the battle of Boyaci in 1819,
the turning point of the war in New Granada. Evangelista Tamayo, a native of
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Tunja, fought there under Simdn Bolivar and continued to serve until she died
at San Luis de Coro in 1821, with the rank of captain.® Teresa Corneja and
Manuela Tinoco, both from San Carlos, Venezuela, and Rosa Canelones of
Arauca dressed up as men and took part in the battles of Gameza, Pantano de
Vargas, and Bovac4d.? Women were also present at the battle of Pichincha,
which liberated the Audiencia of Quito in 182210

While some women joined the troops to fight far afield, others remained
home to defend their cities. Juana Ramirez was one who helped to organize a
battery of women called Las Mujeres that fought in the defense of Maturin,
Venezuela. 11 Women also figured in the defense of the Venezuelan cities of
Barinas, Valencia, and Ospino. 12 A foreign traveler to Venezuela reported
that the women of the island of Margarita were especially brave and capable in
battle. When General Pablo Morillo first attempted to invade the island, he
found that “these gallant amazons constantly worked the guns in the battalion
under General Gdmez; and the havoe which they made among the enemy,
sufficiently proved the skill and dexterity they had acquired in the manage-
ment of their artillery.”’13 The participation of women was instrumental in
forcing Maorillo’s retreat.

Simdn Bolivar speedily acknowledged the contributions, deeds, and
achievements of female combatants. In a proclamation to the army that liber-
ated Trujillo province, Venezuela, he praised not only the male soldiers, but
also the women who fought there. Moreover, he cited their example to inspire
men. According to Bolfvar:

+ .. even the fair sex, the delights of humankind, our amazons have fought against the
tyrants of San Carlos with a valor divine, although without success. The monsters and
tigers ol Spain have shown the full extent of the cowardice of their nation. They have
used their infamous arms against the innocent feminine breasts of our beauties; (hey
have shed their blood. They have killed many of them and they loaded them with
chains, because they conceived the sublime plan of liberating their beloved country 14

In addition, Bolfvar expressed gratitude to the women who defended the city of
Socorro, New Granada. When the Liberator visited the area in 1820, he
composed a tribute to the women and had it entered into the cabildo books. In
their response the women assured him of their continued support. 15
However, not all women who wanted to fight on the side of the insurgents
were able to do so. The principal society women of the province of Barinas,
Venezuela, who had embraced the republican cause from the beginning. wrote
a letter to the governor dated 18 October 1811, in which they offered their
serviees as soldiers. Apparently a garrison stationed in the capital had left to
repel a rovalist attack, and the ladies wanted to defend their area. In the letter
that the women composed they discounted feminine weakness as a factor
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metiting speeial consideration, and they showed their zeal for battle. They
wrote: “We are not unaware that you, altentive to the weakness of our sex, per-
haps have tried to excuse us from military hardships; but you know very well
that love of country animates crueler beings than us and there are no obstacles
so insurmountable that cannot conguer it." 16 Nicolas Pumar, secretary of the
Provinecial Government, answered the petition and thanked the ladies for their
generous offer of support, but he refused to use them in the defense of the
province. However, the editors of the Gaceta de Caracas were so impressed by
this sanguine display of patriotism that they reprinted the letter in their 5 No-
vember 1811 edifion, 17

While some women engaged in combat, others lent services of a different,
but equally valuable, kind to the military struggle for independence in Gran
Colombia. Since women were less suspect, many were used in espionage work
as spies, couriers, and informers. Perhaps the most notorious female spy of the
period was Policarpa Salavarrieta of New Granada. Pola, as she was called,
used her talents as a seamstress to gain access to the homes of royalist women
in Bogota where she uncovered valuable information and delivered it to the in-
surgents. Her sucecess in espionage spurred the Spanish authorities’ interest in
her capture. 1% Tn 1817 she was arrested by the royalists as one of the principal
republican agents and sentenced to death. On 14 November 1817 she was shot
in Bogota's main square. | Her death occasioned great public notice and con-
sternation, and over the years she became somewhat of a national heroine, a
symbal of patriolism and resistance, 20

Policarpa Salavarrieta was only one of many New Granadan women who
were arrested, tried, and then executed for aiding and abetting puerrillas
during the 1816-19 resistance movement. General Pablo Morillo, whose forces
occupied the tertitory during these years, gaye his military commanders orders
to proceed swiftly against all traitors, repardless of sex. Shortly thereafier, the
executions began. 21

Other women who were suspected of working for the insurgents faced prison
terms or were forced into exile, The usual procedure was temporary incarcera-
tion in a Bogota jail and then removal to a distant town. In a circular directed
to the judges and priesis of the lowns where exiled women lived, General
Antonio Casano, the military governor of Bogota, gave explicit instructions on
how to deal with the offenders. The women were forbidden to attend socia
tunctions, ordered to wear simple clothing, and made to receive religious in
struction, since it was assumed that only the godless supported indepen-
dence. 22

Those who were not exiled were often forced to perform works of charity.
Certain women were ordered to quarter royalist soldiers in their homes and to
cook and sew for them. Some women were even made to clean streets. In order
to facilitate these so-called charitable acts the Society of Beneficence was
created by Governor Casano. Although this society was modeled on one that
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cxisted in Spain during the wars with the French, vast differences separated
the two. While the women of Spain gave of their services freely, the women of
Bogoti were forced to contribute, 23

According to Elvia Gutierrez Isaza, a Colombian historian, 44 women were
executed during the resistance, 119 were arrested and then exiled, and 15 were
sentenced to hard labor, It is practically impossible to unearth accurate statis-
tics regarding the number of women persccuted, bul these figures serve as a
rough, albeit consetvative, estimate. 24

Waomen also made useful contributions to the independence etfort in their
role as noncombatants; they guided the patriot armies along their way, carried
waler to soldiers in batile, and helped to bury the dead.25 Women played an
important role as nurses in field hospitals where the services that they rendered
were vital. Trinidad Moran noted: “The military hospital in Caracas was the
meeling place for the most beautiful and pleasant ladies in the world: . . . Each
one of us believed to have in these ladies a mother or a sister interested in our

health and I am not mistaken in saving that many escaped and owe their snlvn@l

tion to such merciful offices." 26
Although many women lent their services to the troops while maintaining
their permanent residences, others left home and hearth to follow the soldiers

throughout their campaigns. These so-called juanas or cholas (camp F:I!lnwerj‘@l

were usually women of the people, half-castes, who went along as wives, mis
tresses, or companions of the common soldiers. Since it was difficult for an
army to provide all the seryices that it needed in those days, the tasks per-
formed by these women were invaluable. Their help was essential, and without
it the armies could not have funetioned effectively. The camp followers trav-
eled tens of thousands of kilometers on foot, prepared food, nursed the sick,
and even bore arms when need be.27 No doubt, their presence boosted the
morale of the troops and discouraged desertions.

Despite their good deeds, the camp followers were not welcomed by the
leaders of either the independence or the Spanish armies. Apparently they
feared that women might slow up their movements, drain rations, and, in
general, prove a nuisance. Both Generals Pablo Morillo and Francisco Santan-
der issued orders in 1817 and 1819, respectively, that forbade women from
traveling with the troops. 28 These orders, however, did nol hold, for women
continued to march with their menfolk, tend to their needs, and, in this way,
maintain a semhblance of family life in a period of change and disorder. The
presence of camp followers was a time-honored custom that could not be
abolished by military proscriptions.

The economic support that women gave to the independence armies in pifts
of money, food, and materiel was vitally important to the insurgents' success,
Throughout the span of the wars women figured as generous contributors, and
as early as 1811 they began to donate both cash and goods. The Gaeeta de
Caracas reprinted lists of the names of contributors that same year and peri-
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odically thereafter. Although some of the donations made by women were as
small as one-half peso, others like Juana Lopez, a widow from Calabozo, gave
as much as 100 pesos. 29 The vast majority of women who contributed money
and wartime supplies did so on an individual basis and without any oulside
pressure, However, Maria Antonia Bolivar, whose sympathies lay with the
rowvalists, was foreed by her brother to hand over 300 slaves from her estate at
San Mateo to the republican army, 3 There is no indication that women
formed societies dedicated to supporting independence, materially or other-
wise, like the Daughters of Liberty of the American Revolution. When women
banded together, they did so informally, intermittently, and briefly, usually to
meet an immediate crisis. For example, in 1820 the women of Socorro offered
to house and clothe, at their own expense, a hundred men who were scheduled
to receive mililary training, and in that same year almost all the women of
Tunja joined together to sew three thousand jackets urgently needed by the
army. 31

The economic contributions that women made to the war effort were indis-
pensable in sustaining the insurgents, yet some also made contributions of a
personal nature that were, perhaps, even more of a sacrifice. One of the most
celebrated females of this stripe was a widow, Simona Duque, of Antioguia
provinee. Despite the fact that she was poverty-stricken, she enconraged her
five sons to join the independence army. She even presented them herself to
General José Marfa Cérdova when he came through her area. Cérdova re-
portedly was reluctant to induct all five, but Simona insisted. Impressed by her
patriotic spirit, he wrote to Vice-President Santander, urging him to give hera
pension. Santander assigned her the sum of sixteen pesos 4 month and ordered
her story published in a Bogotd newspaper. 32

Besides being active participants in the independence conflict, the women of
Gran Colombia were also its victims and martyrs. The immediate effects of the
revolution on the women caught up in it were tranmatic. The women who took
partin the siruggle and those who remained aloof from it alike faced rape, cap-
ture, and death as insurgent and royalist armies swept across their lands, The
Bluck Legend of Spanish cruelty had a measure of truth to it, given some of the
atrocities committed by the royalists. For example, in San Mateo, Venezuela,
in March 1814, Pedro Armas reported to a priest that the rovalists had killed
his eighty-year-old mother and three of his children, raped his daughter, and
kidnapped his wife.33

Many of the women who were lucky enough to escape with their lives faced
an uncertain future, During the War to the Death in 1813-14 in Venezuela, the
Spanish armies used women and children to carry baggage and foodstuffs. 34
In some instances women were forced into prostitution and made to follow the
troops. Others had their properties destroved, as royalist soldiers usually
burned and pillaged the areas that they marched through, Moreover, they stole
women's jewels and even their very clothing. 35 Occasionally royalist generals
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forced women to emigrate to other areas in lieu of killing them. In October
1814, José Tomds Boves, a flanero in the employ of the Spanish army, ordered
numerous women to leave Cumané province; and maore than eight thousand
people perished en route to their destination.36

The conclusion of the Wars to the Death in 1814 did not better the situation
of Venezuelan women, for as long as the Spaniards held Venezuelan territory,
women were persecuted. In 1816 four women in the provinee of La Paz were
punished for their disloyalty to the king: Vicenta Eguina was fined 6,000 pesos
and exiled in perpetuity from the area; Ramona Sinosan v Palisa was sent to a
convent; and Simona Manzaneda and Ursula Goiziuta were admonished in
public. 37 When the royalists occupied Maracaibo in 1823, they arrested Ana
Maria Campos and then whipped her as she was ridden nude through the city
streets, 38

The conditions brought about by continuous war in Venezuela impelled
womet to take action to save themselves and their families. Some entered con-
vents where they hoped to sequester themselves from the upheavals that sur-
rounded them, but many others chose to emigrate. In some cases the migra-
tions were ot short duration, as women fled to neighboring towns to escape the
enemy, only to return home when the danger had passed. In other instances
women left their countries altogether and made their homes in foreign lands
until the fighting was over. In either case, numerous women were compelled to
emigrate from Venezuela for reasons of political affiliation and personal
safety. The most extensive migration of Venezuelan women took place in July
1814, when twenty thousand individuals of both sexes left Caracas to march
east to safety. Many of the women drowned, starved, or died of exhaustion on
their way. 3% The casualties of the Caracas emigration of 1814 were matched
only by those of the 1815 Cartagena evacuation, 40

Despite the latter two unfortunate migrations, many other women made it
safely to foreign shores. Those who left, either by choice or by force, took their
children with them, while their husbands remained behind. As the emigrés ex-
pected to return home shortly, most of them chose to live out their exile in the
neatby Caribbean islands. The lot of the displaced female was not a happy or
prosperous one. Several island governors, namely those of Trinidad and
Curagio, were overtly hostile to the republican sympathizers. The governor of
Trinidad refused to accept the emigrants from Caracas in 1814,41 on grounds
that the scanty resources of the island could not sustain them. Poverty and
misery seemed to be the fate of the wealthy women from Caracas and Cumani
who lived in exile in Saint Thomas. Many of them, now heads of households,
took menial jobs to support themselves and their families during these years.
Several members of the Sojo y Herrera family, accustomed Lo the aristocratic
life of Caracas, were forced to play the harp and guitar at local dances in order
to earn a living. Others, like Melchora Palacios, shipped back small amounts
of goods to Caracas and received payment in cacao, 42 In spite of the hardships
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and poverty experienced by women in exile, the added responsibilities that
they assumed during these years helped to prepare them for the task of re-
building plantations and heciendas in the postwar cra.

Throughout the war years women in both royalist and insurgent camps wer
victims of propetty confiscations, Whether the sequestration of landed pro
erty or personal wealth was undertaken by the republicans or the royalists, its
purpose was the same—to attract recruits from the lower classes by promising
them booty and to supply the armies with the moneys that they constantly
needed.43 The royalists were the first to initiate a policy of confiscation with
the formation of the Junta de Secuestros in 1812, Individuals who were in any
way involved in the revolution against the king lost their property, women
being no exception. The cacao hacienda of Jeronima de Tovar y Ponte in the
Cuyagua Valley of Venezuela, along with the properties and wealth of Maria
del Carmen Peldez, Sebastiana Rodriguez del Toro, the Countess of Tovar
Francisca Antonia Sandoval, and Marfa de los Angeles Zandaeta of Vene-
zuela, were seized by the royalists in this early period. Although many of the
esiates were rented out and worked for the benefit of the government, a great
number of those not seized were destroyed and ruined. Thus agriculture,
which had been the mainstay of the Venezuelan economy for centuries, suf-
fered a drastic decline,

While the rovalists hoped to profit by the use of republican wealth during
the time period in which they controlled Venezuela, the insurgents attempted
to do likewise when they came into power. In order to support the indepen-
dence movement, the republican government first imposed taxes and fines
upon the enemy, based on their possessions and the degree of enmity shown to
the insurgents. Maria del Carmen Machillanda, a rich proprietress from
Ocumare, Venezuela, was accused of agitating on the king's behalf in the
Valley of Tuy and was fined 10,000 pesos, payable in six months. 45 Since the
instances of tines imposed on female enemies of the revolution were so few, it is
apparent that the patriots were rather inefficient in carrying out their own
premises of taxation. Their efforts in this regard were more a matter of policy
than of action, for the government still remained bankrupt.

1t seems that the allitude of the igsurgents toward royalist women was
marked more by mercy thap by vindictivengss, Hispanic gallantry was evident

in Bolfvar's decrees of the confiscation of wealth. According to a proclamation
of 18 October 1817, women were allowed to keep both inherited wealth and
that of their dowry, despite the fact that their husbands’ properties might be
subject to seizure. % According to a law of confiscation enacted on 16 June
1819, the wealth of women and children who remained in free territory was not
to be taken, while those fernales who had shown themselves hostile to the gov-
ernment and had emigrated were free to return within a year's time to claim
their properties. If they did not return, whatever they possessed could be con-
fiscated. Hence, even women wha were violently opposed to independence and
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had actively worked against it received lenient treatment. 47 Laws pertaining to
the confiscation of properly remained in force until 1830, but at the Constitu-
tional Convention in Valencia in August of that year, a strong current of puhlic
apinion arose against the continuation of the laws of seizure, and they were
abrogated. 48

Poverty and widowhood, twin consequences of the Wars for Independence,
were conditions experienced by a great many women in Gran Colombia during
the years of fighting there. Many widows and wives of men in army service were
destitute and relied on government charity to survive. Both patriot and royalist
officials supplied indigent women with daily rations of meat and bread; 44
however, these women did not depend solely on the goodwill of the govern-
ment, for they themselves set out to recoup what was stolen or taken from them
during the wars. The nature of most of their petitions, put forth between the
vears 1816 and 1825, involved questions of property, chatte] or landed, or
matters of family. In many cases women addressed petitions to the government
tequesting that their sons be returned from the army to support them 30 or that
they be indemmified for slaves who had left their households to join the
troops. >l Some solicited the government for the payment of rent on homes
oeccupied by soldiers, 52 while others demanded reimbursement for the damage
that these occupants had done to their property.53 The protection of their
property and its upkeep proved to be a continuing interest of women not only
in war, but also in peacetime,

ltis impossible to estimate the number of women who were widowed during
the Wars for Independence, but it certainly must have been great, given the
continual stream of petitions for pensions that the government received be-
tween the years 1811 and 1821. In the late eighteenth century, the Spanish goy-
ernment had established pension funds {montepivs) for both civil servants and
military personnel. The patriot governments followed suit by establishing
similar pension funds with the express purpose of providing for the descen-
dants of government servants and soldiers.

In 1815 the Congress of the United Provinees of Cundinamarca began to
formulate policy regarding widows and orphans of deceased soldiers. On 3
March 1815, the congress decreed that widows of veteran soldiers, sergeants,
or corporals were to receive one real daily; if they had children, they were en-
titled to receive one and one-half reales per day. In order to obtain these pay-
ments the widow had to produce the death certificate of her husband. > Both
the Congress of Angostura in 1819 and the Congress of Ciicuta in 1821 passed
resolutions on the rights of widows. The Congress of Angostura decided that
widows were entitled to one-half of their husbands® assets, while his other heirs
had the right to the remainder. 55 The Congress of Clicuta allowed widows and
arphans to tap the military pension fund, provided that the individual on
whom they laid claim had qualified for the fund. Those widows and orphans
whose husbands or fathers did not belong to the pension system would be
provided for by the government once the war was over and national rents in-
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creased. 50 Sinee financial insolvency and debt plagued the insurgent govern-
ments both during and after the revolutionary period, the pension schemes
that were formulated by the various congresses were never fully realived.
Again, the government was simply too bankrupt to carry out its provisions re-
garding widows and dependent children. 57
Diespiie The Tacts (hal (e women of GTAlm COMmMmBbIT Were votret it
pre-1810 conspiracies and revolls and that they participated in the Wars ﬁ:nr
[ndependence, their role and status in society remained much unchanged in
L he aftermath. The failure of women to move to expand their privileges or to
raise any challenges to their traditional roles arose from their own lack of con-
- ciousness, which led them Lo aceept their status, the negative attitudes of men
towatrd female role change and, thus, reciprocal role change, and the politi-
cally conservative armosphere of the postindependence period.
s ariyi i ine of women in ime wiis
politics, In postwar Gran Colombia, women theoretically had political rights
before the law, but were insulated from direct political action, denied partici-
pation in the formal institutions of power, and excluded from decision ma!fin £
According to the provisions of the Angostura Constitution of 1819, the Ciicuta
Constitution of 1821, and the Colombian Constitution of 1830, some women
most certainly met the requirements for citizenship and suffrage since, accord-
ing to the letter of the law, sex was not a deterrent. 3% Few women, however,
were educated or had any notion of their own political rights or any idea of
what the political implications of independence might mean for them as a
growp, Society regarded women primarily as wives and mothers; for this they
were rewarded, as they still are today in many areas of Latin America, as well as
the rest of the world. The notion of accepting women as equal to men in the
pulitical arena would have been just as alien and absurd a notion to women as
io men in those days.

Ewen if we consider the more educated persons who participated in the
wars—not only in Gran Colombia, but in other areas as well—there existed
little possibility of real change. Even if they were conscious of the new political
rights that men were accruing, what could a handful of women do to infl uence
the politicians? These women were just too few and had too little bargaining
power. .

The important male leaders involved in decision making in the new nations
did mot favor female participation in the body politic. In a letter of 10 August
1826 to his favorite sister, Maria Antonia, Sim6n Bolfvar sternly warned
against the dangers of partisanship. He urged her to devote her energies to th.e
care of her home and family (the proper business of women) and to leave poli-
tics to men. No doubt, he expressed the sentiments of countless other males
when he wrote:

I warn you not to mix in political business nor adhere to or opposc any parh ‘Let
opinion and things go along although you believe them contrary to your way of think-
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ing. A woman ought (o be neutral in public business. Her family and her domestic
duties are her first obligations. A sister of mine ought to observe a perfect indifference
in a country which is in a state of dangerous erisis and in which T am viewed as the point
at which opinions meet.39

Hence, the involvement of women in politics was abhorrent and totally unac-
ceptable to Bolivar, as well as to leaders elsewhere. Women were not denied
new responsibilities in extraordinary times like the independence period, but
they were to return to their proper spheres once the crisis had passed.

In addition, the conservative political mood afier independence was inimi-
cal to any real change, political or otherwise, for women. A strong desire for a
stable social order was apparent, and any changes in the nature of the family
and women as the pillar of the family were not even considered, much less en-
couraged. Women were at the heart of family life and were the last segment of
society to be seen as candidates for radical role change,

Just as women gained litile in the political area, so they gained little in the
spherg of legal rights as well. They still relained the rights that they possessed
inthe colenial period: namely, to hold, buy, and sell property; to inherit and

begueath wealth: {0 getilion the government: to sue and be sued: and {o initi-
ale legal action ina x'aneix of circumstances. However, civil codes formulated

by men in the postindependence era tended to curtail, not expand, the rights of
women in many areas of South America.

One area in which women seemingly made progress, though not by dint of
their own efforts, was education. Opporiunities for women to gain a limited
education were encouraged in the aftermath of independence. By an act of the
Congress of Ciicuta, effective 6 August 1821, the government assumed full re-
sponsibility for the education of women. Since the national government did not
have funds to erect schools at its own expense due to wartime outlays, plans
were made to establish colegios for girls in convents.®0 Despite government
support, the goals of education were still the same preparation for marriage
and motherhood. The curriculum stressed domestic skills and social graces; in
no way were girls prepared to be active social participants, Furthermore, the
education offered to women was of an elementary character and was valued as
a passport to a better marriage or merely as a charming and attractive asset.
Thus, education proved to be one aspecl of modernization that was more
apparent than real. It barely survived during the firsi decades afier indepen-
dence, and it was not until the latter part of the nineteenth century that any
real progress was made and then only in those countries where the ambiente
was right.

In sum, the participation of women in the Wars of Independence did not
lead o any major changes in their role or position in society, Traditional atti-
tudes toward women's place (that of a subordinale) were held by both men and
women; women had little notion of their rights, political or otherwise; and
indices of modernization with regard to women—fashion, consumption of
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luxury items, and education—proved to be more symbolic than real. It was
unly through education, and much later in the nineteenth century, that women
became aware of their plightl and feminism was born. In the meantime, women
followed the paths thal were open to them: marriage, motherhood, the nun-
nery, beneficence, or other nurturing roles that were acceptable to society at
large.
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9 Cynthia Jeffress Little

Education, philanthropy, and
feminism: components of
Argentine womanhood,
1860-1926

; Histories of Argentina have, for the most part, narrated and interpreted the
history of that country’s men and the institutions that they created. Except for
casual passing remarks most texts overlook the role of women in the nation's
develo_pmcnt. Women may not have been viceroys, penerals, or presidents, but
they did contribute in other ways o Argentina’s growth. They urganiz.:ad a
compl.ex social welfare sysiem in Buenos Aires, educated thousands of stu-
Flems in the public school system, and provided a cheap source of labor, Dur-
ing the period 1860 to 1926, rapid urbanization, high foreign immigration, and
l.hnrtfughguing economic changes combined to alter many aspects of At:gen-
tine life. | Even the role of women, long considered a constant, began to change
dun_s: Lo these pressures. This essay will explore the ways in which education
philanthropy, and feminism allowed some groups of Argentine women 1[;
break away from the Spanish tradition of sheltered womanhood and to emerge
as participants, albeit second-class, in the nation's growth.

Quring the latter part of the eighteenth century the ideas of the European
Enlightenment filtered into Latin America, where they formed the ph}lcmphi-
c_al undergirdings for the soon-to-emerge new r+:publi_::r;.2 In Buenos Aires the
liberalizing effects of the Bourbon reforms stimulated economic growth
added‘m the city’s political importance, and afforded the elite increased cun:
tact with new ideas.? The intellectual’s exposure to a philosophical outlook
iav_nrable toimproving the status of women in society did not seem to foster any
action specifically directed toward women’s issues,

During the early national period only the liberal reformer Bernardino



