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CHAPTER 11 

SS 
ETHNIC ELEMENTS IN NEW ENGLAND POLITICS 

  

thorne's best-known work accepted his strictures without cavi In the course of Hawthorne's life, to undergo a change of even greater 

  

one person in ten in New Eng- ie immigrants of the same ethnic ‘ety they came. Increasingly the and from Central Europe. Many 

Jand was foreign-born. Nor were th stock as the Yankees to whose soci immigrants were from Ireland were Catholics, 
Most New England Protestants took a dim view of this increas: ig challenge to their orthodoxy. True, Yankee industcialists had invited the hungry and dispossessed to New England to work in their factories, but the mass of the workers and farmers were far from happy about the waves of immigrants. Not only were the Reweomers “different”; far worse, they were cheap labor and a threat to jobs. Physical violence was not uncommon: in 1834 a convent in Charlestown, Massachusetts, was burned to the ground by a howling mob, and twenty years later a Catholic church in 
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Dorchester was blown up with gunpowder. Economic and social 
discrimination was prevalent. In the confused political atmosphere 
‘of the decade before the Civil War, the anti-foreigner and Anti 
Catholic Know Nothing party flourished in New England. The 
1854 clection in Massachusetts was a sweep for the Know Nothings: 
they won not only the governorship but all the other state officer 
elections, and all but two members of the General Court were 
pledged to this anti-Papist crusade. The following year similar if 
Somewhat less comprehensive victories followed in Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and New Hampshire." 

But where ia 1850 one in ten was foreign-born, in 1920, nearly 
fa quarter of New England's population was foreign-born and an- 
Other third (actually 36 per cent) had been born of foreign or 
mixed parentage. The heaviest waves of immigration came into 
Jower New England, but New Hampshire absorbed large numbers 
of immigrants too, and even Maine and Vermont were not far 

behind the national average in the proportion of foreign-born popu- 
lation, as Table 38 illustrates. 

TABLE 38 
Proportions of Ethnic Minorities in New England, 1920 and 1950 

SR ee ny pion 

  

  

    

  

   

  

‘Percent of population 
    

Us. 145% 7.5% 23.9% 
Maine Mao 81 212 
Vermont 12.700 7.6) 225 New Hampshire 206 © 109 28a 
Massachosotte 23 iss 393 Rhode Island 292 143 416 

Connecticut 27148 3912 
\ New England's proportion of “forcign white stock” population 

i (which combines the foreign-bor with those born of foreign and 
| mixed parents) is greater than that of any other region. The per- 

centages given below refer to the proportion of forcign white stock 
in the total population of the regions as of 1950." 

‘See Ray A. Millington. The Protetent Crasade, 1800-1860, 4 Stuy of the Origins of American Nesiams New York, 1958, p38 Or, tc imay view the proportion of ethass minorities ia New England this 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
New England 46.5% West South Central 9.7% 
Middle Auantic 41a East South Central 23 
East North Central 27.0 ‘South Adlantic 74 
West North Central 20.9 Pacific 287 Mountain 194 

‘New England is of course not the only region of the country with 
political problems arising out of ethnic heterogeneity. In New 
York, Buffalo, Chicago—in most of our larger cities—there are 
heavy concentrations of ethnic minorities to whom politicians make 
constant appeals. The German in Wisconsin, the Swede in Min- 
nesota, the Czechoslovakian in Nebraska—all get special attention 
at election time. The New England situation is not unique; it is the 
same problem accentuated. 

Ethnic Groups and Public Policy 
What are the political consequences of the ethnic minorities? 

First, and pethaps the most fundamental fact of all, the nationalities. + 
that have chosen New England have been primarily those from 
Catholic parts of the world. Consequently there are divisions in the 
society which stem from the philosophic and social differences be- 
tween Protestantism and Catholicism, One need not subscribe to 
the sentiment of James Gould Cozzens in his most recent work, By 
Love Possessed, to arrive at this conclusion. There he had one of his 
characters say: “Yet does any free man, without grief, without 
shame, without fear, see names so proud a hundred years ago in 
their birthright of liberty as New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and Connecticut little by litte in the last fifty years degraded. 
to designate virtual papal states?” 

‘On many questions of public policy, the two great religious com- 
munities, Catholic and Protestant, come into direct and often 
heated coniict, In Connecticut and Massachusetts the purveyance 
of birth-control information is forbidden by law. The laws thea 
selves date from Victorian times and were not passed in response 

    
  

  

  

    

‘Say 63 per cone ot the muons poputaion eder in New England. The dun Sor tate Sre rave feomy 4 Special Rept ot the Cenvut Butent, Nevety Pereare, 1950 Caowin VOL hy Part Bc Ch Ar Table 2. The Tesioas ae te ‘ttn nes employed by the Cease Naren “ames Gould Cousens, By Lave Postssed, New York, 1957, p. 229. 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
to Catholic political pressure, but no one would deny that today 
the only teeton they remain on the statute books is the support 
of the Cathotie community. Similarly throughout New England 
sarloussxpects of educational policy are bitterly debated ia religious 
IEEE In many maser Where the law aad public morals booume 

interrlotod and where not infrequently great issues of civil rights 
are inccapably involved-—the religious divisions in the New Eag- 
faeeles ose gare vottest provlens 

eThaa-in some respons tho fact that 49 many of New England's 
Jmumigrana were Catholic is Hely to be of greater long-run signi 
tan than Gnic factors per se. Ovee time ethnic distinctions and 
itacscseats sr'werd evay) Wiglour steric are Gal katy tb 
When the desire t9 be soctally acceptable comes into conflict with 
epausa upon Coase ascocatioun 1 the tntiex which gives Way 

aerated svi Picea teen nce ie pert 
St abate vceincavion Usow kph alive Galy by “nyphenste OFpaEe 
ass Sec rine Ay fo aera tees ore octet atone og 
peewee sas “Viewed ta historical perspective, the pall of ethnic association is 
Ee Wass caseonsisecne Ue Comvurrent dectins ot thes clas 
fesscSoedipoical boss ea hig Lind Gt potkicallmiac is Wael 
esas oie oa tene eesecic cies miner 
Pes Aliases is the tc ines Mattia Comeecey Gr ctacaeie 
Beare ipuris oc pate “is popes a ete for wicmcver Cac 
omainey ria Ward ign lm Boeton for docades, onrerging er 
ai pollteal ede ta the Deaiocratic party; Whea his trish fo¥ 
a ectnaieainyinse as een eepsbran a 
Foe oe Drees econ lea er clenee comer 
Geeyeepoar ese pein vo os hs bana Te os tae oe eta ead te ee ee ates Soya hence 
Baoek Guiana oases( Gl suslansayuaaitiees cb eosorcaatel 
ie a cha es nls cacletere tan Ga 

iat 1S daty nad weekly ecclesia yortcocicas compte: eocaeate resienee ee ee ee 
(Ses as shart Cisriptical thet on coetaaey ePID: Yaa Nontrent Te cee ae acer eee ete Resse soe gee de ere eee tee hate a eee 
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patronage, and the social function that the political elub performed, 
But the political club tended to cater to ethnic blocs, partly because 
of ethnic group colonization of particular areas in the large cities, 
When the machine had to cater to conflicting ethnic groups—as 
Martin Lomasney’s had to later in his life—some of its effectiveness 
was lost. The political arrival of the Italians, the Polish, and the 
French-Canadians threatened the hegemony of the Trish leadership 
of the Democratic party in the urban areas, and the entry of the 
newer elements infinitely complicated the process of slate-making 
and internal party maneuvering. Significantly also in lower New 
England particularly, the Republican party ultimately has begun to 
play the ethnic game too. Mere appeal to the Old Sod, the virtues of 
Mazzini or Pulaski is not enough. 

Although a bit more sophisticated now than in the past—as well 
as less frequent—irrational ethnic appeals have not vanished from 
the New England political scene. An oceasional fervent speech is 
still made on the subject of Irish independence. Connecticut's Gov- 
‘emor John D. Lodge used to good advantage his ability to speak 
Italian in his campaigning, and his Halian-born wife sometimes did 
Italian folk-dances at rallies. A two-minute spot announcement on. 
Italian radio programs in the 1950 campaign reminded listeners 
that “Signor Lodge speaks our language like a native, shares the 
political principles of the great Mazzini, and has our interests at 
heart because he is married to one of our people." Some politicians 
now claim that Lodge overdid the special appeal to Italians; itis 
their contention that the younger generation resented having their 
background emphasized. Whether this is wishful thinking on the 
part of Democratic politicians of Halian derivation, who were smart- 
ing over Lodge's success in using their own weapons against them, 
for whether there is some truth in the supposed backfiring of the 
Lodge technique, there is no real way of knowing. 

Ignorant and irrational appeals to nationality groups continue 
to be made, although one may doubt the efficacy of many of them 
‘As exhibit number one of the kind of appeal that ought not to get 
anywhere with people of the slightest intelligence, consider ths item 
taken yerbatim from the New Yorker: 

EX eter tothe Bonton Herald which the New Yorker in reprinting Ibced “Clete Bays 0 the Hatorieal Scene." Sune 25,157, po 
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sete ee 

° le all their womea and 

and, Late on whiskey in bas-rooms because of what your ancestors, 

ST oo wet np of Eases 
Sy ter Ye mg nn 

TEE SSStiplishments, and not for their escapades 
Sore aurpraed when the Governor of Massachusetts de- 

ie erates 128,000 to entertain the ghosts of the renceades 
(620. I think they have One specific reason {hat invaded our shores i 

ta in get ake this tip to the United States—they were trying to put 

  

    

  

  

the touch Uncle Sam 
Soa oe rast ext year, for one half million dollars forthe building 

"Pinta, and the Santa Maria, and also to build of three replicas, the Niaa, 
cae Plat at's great man, Chirstopber Columbus, which if were 
fot for him, you would not be collecting a pension today. 

“hope Me. Rich, that I have made myself clear. If there is anything 
in te Price that you don't understand, don't hesitate to call me. It T have 
Hetil be glad to discuse this matter with you. 

Representative Chas, lannello [Aste Monty Leader 
Boston apes 

Such arrant nonsense can only be intended to deceive someone, 
authough who could be taken in by itis hard to imagine. Yet the 
Fans ots Pitchfork Ben Tiinan or 8 Theodore bo reso 
{ar diferent, and they won support through outrageous remarks 
thac appealed tothe hatreds and prejudices of their communis 
Is lanncllo's desuaclation of the second landing of the Mayflower 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
any more ridiculous than the “contribution to statesmanship” of 
Senator W. K. Vardaman of Mississippi, who advocated the repeal 
of the Fifteenth Amendment? As V. O. Key has said, this was “an 
tutterly hopeless proposal and for that reason an ideal campaign 
issue. It would last forever.”* 

‘To what extent are such rantings intended to obscure more sig- 
nificant political questions? In the South emphasis on what W. J 
Cash called Negrophobia undoubtedly serves to deemphasize issues. 
“In part,” says V. O. Key, “issues are deliberately repressed, for, at 
least in the long run, concern with genuine issues would bring an 
‘end to the consensus by which the Negro is kept out of politics. One 
erowd or another would be tempted to seck his vote."” The ex- 
clusion of any element from voting is not today a factor in Massa- 
chusetts politics, but emphasis on the irrational prejudices of ethnic 
association still serves as an avenue to power without the necessity t0 
consider policy questions in any forthright manner. In any event, 
whatever the intent, concentration on such irrelevancies does serve 
10 depress the issue content of polities. Deliberate or not, if the irra- 
tional appeal opens the way to power, why substitute any more 
debatable and contestable issue? 

Ethnic Group Politics and Parties 
Surveying the history of ethnic group politics in New England, 

‘one is impressed with the extent £0 which the particular groups 
‘coming to New England were those whose allegiance in recent times 
at Teast has been primarily with the Democratic party. The Irish, 
French-Canadian, Italian, and Polish groups—the most numerous 
tminorities in the region—have been largely Democratic since the 
1920's. Certain other ethnic groups—the Germans and the Swedes, 
for example—have chosen to be Republicans in the main, but rela. 
tively few of them came to New England. The rise of the Democratic 
Party from the ashes of defeat and exclusion to competition with 
the Republicans is inextricably connected with the settlement of the 
‘ethnic elements in New England, 

‘Why these ethnic groups have cither come to or stayed with the 
Democratic party is apparently a question of both tradition and 

1 Key, Southern Poles, p. 232. iI ORI ae a WT Sanh, The Mind of the South New York, 191, 
oun



  

pocket-book voting. Since the Whigs, the Know Nothings, and the 
Republicans, who derived largely fom the remnants of these earlier 

Catholic and anti-immigrant, it was natural 
ic party. The 

Democrats made a special appeal to the Trish in these early days, 
and it paid off handsomely. Later when the Democratic party be- 
‘Came more and more urban the leadership clement reflected the rise 
‘of Irish political leadership in the cities. Irish leaders, of course, 
never lost an opportunity to cement the ties of ethnic association 
land party faith, Irish infiltration into the leadership of the party 
fand a general afliation of the Trish voters with the party served 10 
temper the anti-Catholic and anti-immigrant attitudes of the Demo- 
cratic party. Consequently, when later immigrants from Catholic 
‘countries came into New England the Democratic party had at least 
romewhat of « head start on the Republicans, who, if not outright 
Antagonistic to the newcomers, at least had a record of antagonism 
to live down, 

There were, bowever, certain negative factors involved. The 
dominance of the Democratic party by the Irish was no warm in 
Vitation to the Italians and the Freneh-Canadians. In most areas the 
by then well-established Trish tended to be the straw bosses on jobs, 
to be on the police force, and no less than the Yankees of earlier 
[generations they were now apprehensive about the cheap labor 
tihreat Irish neighborhoods were invaded by the Italians late in the 
hhineteenth and early in the twentieth centuries and there were some 
‘Vicious brawls growing out of the inability of the two communities 
to adjust to each other. Thus the entry of these groups into the 
Democratic party was far from automatic—in various areas both 
the Italians ind the French Canadians tended to vote with the 
Republicans. 

‘Yet in the Jong run the element of economic status in political 
choice tended (0 favor the Democratic party. The vast majority of 
the immigrant population oceupied the lowest rungs of the economic 

land social ladder, and once the Democratic party had taken its trend. 
toward a more liberal position it could make a successful appeal to 
the working-class ethnic minorities, William Jennings Bryan's radi- 
calism in 1896 irrevocably cut the ties between the Democratic 
party and the New England small-town population. What few vic- 
tories the Democrats won in the small towns of New England after 
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the Civil War were now almost unthinkable. Hut the very emphasis 
‘on hiberalism with which Bryan sought to win the old Populist vote 
fof the West was to become the salvation of the Democratic party in the East. Bible quoting, fundamentalist Protestant that he was, Bryan did his bit for the party by helping to win over Catholic stile minorities. 

‘The winning over of a group does not mean that it will stay won, as the Republican party discovered inthe case of Negro voters who In the course of the New Deal forgot thei allegiance to Lincola ‘The traditional ties of New England's ethnic minorities with the 
Democratic party are less significant now than they were a genera 
tion ago." The upward social and economic mobility of ethnic 
‘minority people has resulted in some desertion of the Democratic 
party. A young and ambitious Italian-American politician finds the 
very fact that Ttalians are not numerous in the Republican party 
fn asset to his career. In the Democratic party his Malian back- 
ground is no particular distintion; indeed being. a Yankee Demo- 
{rat is more likely to be unique in New England. In the Republican 
party the aspiring Halian-American may find the dominant leader- 
‘hip of the party not entirely sympathetic to his demands, but often 
this is apparently outweighed by the mystical hope on the part of the 
leadership that promoting a “representative of the Halians” may be 
the key to vietory. In short, the once relatively comprehensible 
‘ethnic battles within the Democratic party have now given way i 
most of New England to the more complicated double batting of 
ethnic minorities who have two arenas ia which to operate. 

‘The inevitable result is thatthe parties are weakened as a couse- 
quence of ethnic rivalries, In the discussion of New Hampshire, T 
pointed out how devastating the Irish-French Canadian confit in 
the Democratic party has been. The unfortunate thing is not only 
that the Democratic party as an institution suffers but thatthe re- 
sultant weakness of the party has a depressing effect on the total 
politics of the state, Ethnic rivalries have not been quite 40 crucial 

“Lawrence I. Paci trees thi tay of the 1956 peel ston 
1 dows) denered nual Stevernon ta 1982 sae. ta {35 han hate ak 
fempared mot only wih 946 tot alo nih I983. Sec be “Prewiewal Peas. Sona the tan Resgoma te Stevewson” 30 New Eneund Quart 435-0 {Bee 1987) 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
in the other New England states, but in each state they have been a 
factor of some importance. In both Maine and Vermont they have 
helped to keep the Democratic party disorganized and ineffective, 
although not quite so dramatically as in New Hampshire. In Ver- 
mont, ethnic rivalry or no, the Democratic party was destined to 
be weak. Maine Democratic hopes have not been quite so forlorn 
as those in Vermont, but clearly the rivalries of the past have helped 
to postpone the day of two-party politics. In southern New England 
industrialization and urban growth were such that ethnic conflict 
could not prevent the rise of the Democratic party. Whether or how 
long it postponed the coming of two-party politics in those states is 
difficult to say. 

Ethnic competition in the Democratic party is normally between 
the Irish and the more recent comers, such as the Italians, the Polish, 
and the French-Canadians. Which of the latter has the strength to 
fight in a district or state depends upon the demographic pattern 
But the group to be fought in nearly every case in the New England 
states is the Irish, who were well fixed in the Democratic party before 
the others came. In many areas where the Irish now comprise a 
scant minority of the population, Irish leadership continues to 
dominate the Democratic party. In New Haven, for example, the 
Italians now far outnumber the Irish, but the latter nevertheless keep 
‘a stranglehold on the city’s Democratic machinery. It is true that an 
Italian-American has for several years served as Democratic town 
chairman, but he does not run the party by any means. His appoint- 
ment in fact is a byproduct of a Republican Italian's winning mayor- 
alty races. John Golden, Democratic national committeeman, re- 
mains the top man of the New Haven party. Similarly in Rhode 
Island, the Democratic state chairman is of Italian derivation, but 
he is in truth a front man for Irish politicians. “Recognition” is 
easier to get than power. 

In the Republican party, the Yankees are in control and their 
competitors are mainly the Irish and Italian and Jewish Republ 
cans. Of necessity the Republican party throughout New England 
has a somewhat split personality; organizational power resides with 
the small-town Yankees, but deference must be paid to the suburban 
and urban Republican organizations. The latter particularly are 
likely to be dominated by non-Yankees. There are too many votes 
in the urban areas to make it safe to ignore these urban organiza- 

314 

  

  

 



ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
tions, however uncongenial their leaders may be to the more power- 
ful rural Republicans. Thus in the Republican party the battles tend 
to be over what concessions are to be made by a dominant Yankee 
element to the ethnic minorities, in contrast with a somewhat more 
‘open battling among ethnic factions within the Democratic party. 
The strength of the Irish Democratic leaders is not exactly com- 
parable with that of the rural Republican Yankees. 

What's in a Name? 
In both parties there is a tendency for the formal leadership to 

lose its control over nominations to the leaders of the ethnic groups. 
‘Or, more accurately, this situation exists for both parties in Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island and for the Democrats 
in other states. Very frequently the nomination goes to the man with 
an “O” at the beginning or end of his name rather than to an indi- 
vidual who might make a good officcholder on other and perhaps 
more significant grounds. This is comparable to the divisions in 2 
party on a geographic basis. In some states the tradition has it that 
the attorney general must come from “down state,” regardless of 
other factors that may be involved. Neither form of pressure on 
the party leadership is likely to emphasize the ultimate rationality 
of the decisions made. 

In the case of ethnic-group struggles for party position or recog- 
nition on the slate of nominees, it seems to me that there is an unusual 
amount of mythology about what might happen on election day. 
Hard-headed and highly practical politicians are led down the 
garden path more often than one might imagine by the bogey man 
of threatened ethnic insurgency. Leaders who customarily take all 
kinds of risks in a political lifetime seem inordinately frightened 
by the prospect of mass ticket splitting. This, of course, is part and 
Parcel of the total mystery of election day. The mystifying uncer- 
tainty of the electorate’s behavior is, as any who will reflect on it 
for a moment will realize, one of the most powerful if undirected 
forces operative in a democracy. Money is spent by the bushel in 
fear of that uncertainty. Compromises that would make Machiavelli 
blush and forced but heroic actions that the recording angel perforce 

‘must put on the positive side of the ledger all result again and again 
from lack of knowledge of what the voters may do on the first Tues- 
day in November. But on the ethnic question, how much ground is 
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there for being so frightened? Do ethnic groups really vote as blocs, 
as their leaders imply, or frankly say they will unless the leaders) 
demands are met? 

‘One student of the subject, Johan Smertenko, says the answer is 
an emphatic No,” He said he had “examined the records of more 
than twenty elections in half a dozen states, with special reference to 
candidates from minority groups, and I find that in every case 
Statistics controvert the prevalent idea that these groups vote as 
blocs in support of candidates of their own faith or race."** In sup- 
port of this contention, he cited several situations in Connecticut 
and New York where it appeared to make little difference whether 

the candidate was of a particular ethnic derivation. “Obviously,” he 
concluded, “itis no more possible to testify that Patrick O'Rourke, 
Domenic Mazzarelli, Izac Coben, Olaf Olsen, and Hans Schmidt 
did not vote for candidates of their own national origin than that 
‘Douglas Scott and Cabot Mather did not split their ballots in favor 
cof Presbyterians and Congregationalists. But itis also obvious that 
‘whatever preference voters have given to candidates of their own 

race oF faith is either too slight to be material or is counterbalanced 
by the prejudices of other voters.""" He goes on to admit that at 
times, as Samuel Lubell and others have clearly proved, minorities 
hhave voted as blocs on men and issues, but these cases have resulted 
from old loyalties to basic political ideals and not from mere promo- 
tion of men by hyphenated organizations. 

‘Within certain clear limitations, I think Smertenko is correct in 
his analysis. The data cited in the chapter on Connecticut concern- 
ing the Democratic party's decision to run a Yankee instead of a 
Polish candidate for congressman at large in 1954 is a confirmit 
bit of evidence, Antoni Sadiak, the Republican incumbent, did not 
do much better against the Yankee in Polish wards than he did 

against the two previous candidates, both of whom were Polish. 
(He ran 1.9 percentage points abead of the Republican candidate 

for governor in 1954; in the earlier two races he had run .1 per cent 
and 1.2 per cent ahead.) This, I think, offers a pretty good test case 
since it follows a bitter battle in the Democratic convention in which 
the Polish delegation made threats against the party if they did not 
get their way. In a close election, of course, a 1.9 percentage point 

Ss Snrtento, opt. ro 66. 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
ead may not be insignificant if itis @ lead throughout the electorate, 
but such a lead among a minority group is far less important for two 
reasons. First, itis intrinsically a small factor in the total vote; sec- 
fond, it may well be offset by other groups who are persuaded to 
support the man just because he is not what the ethnic group insisted 
that he be. 

Another interesting illustration is a recent primary election in 
Maine. Frank M. Coffin, a Yankee, was opposed in a 1956 con- 
sgressional primary by a French-Canadian candidate. Clearly Cofin, 
‘was the more illustrious of the two candidates, and he had the sup- 
port of Governor Muskie, but he happened to be running in a district, 
Where the French-Canadian population was as heavy as itis prob- 
ably in any congressional district in the country. Yet Coffin won 
handily, carrying a good many districts where French-Canadians 
comprised a considerable majority of the voters. On the evening of 
the primary, when Coffin’s victory was obvious from the returns 
then in, one old-time French-Canadian Democratic politician was 
‘brought literally to tears in pride that “his people” had chosen with- 
out regard for nationality. “You see,” he told a Coffin aide, “we 
didn’t do what the Yankees said we would—we chose the best man, 
not the Frenchman.” 

One final example will illustrate a slightly different variant of this 
point. In Massachusetts, as we have seen, the Republican party has 
only recently begun to compete with the Democrats by running state- 
wide candidates representative of ethnic minorities. In 1950 and 
1952 party leaders backed an Italian candidate, Roy C. Papalia, 
for the nomination for state treasurer, and in both primaries he was 
‘opposed by the same Republican oldtimer, Fred J. Burrell. In 1950, 
without the benefit of a convention endorsement, Papalia lost the 
nomination; in 1952 with a formal endorsement he won it. The 
interesting thing is that Papalia did not get any overwhelming ma- 
jority in the eight towns of the state with the heaviest Italian popu 
lation, Indeed he got a lesser percentage from these towns than he 
did in the state at large.” How did he fare in the general election? 

    

   

  

  

  

  

    
    

  

8The cieht towns in question gave hie 36.4 and 42:1 per ceat of the vote cast {oe the ofce in two primaries These towne all have mare than five per cent of thet population who were bor In Hal. They are in ondee ot denceading propor on of Halian born: Milfody Franklin, Plymouth, Revere, Everett. Samael, and Meaford: Apparently what he picked wpa these towns most have been more tha offset by others in the town who cot his, 
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He was the number five man on a six-man state ticket in the state 
as a whole, trailing the governor by 92,000 votes out of slightly 
more than the one million average Republican vote. And how did 
he fare in the eight towns with the highest proportions of Italian 
born? There he was number four man, if we count all the towns 
together. His vote was 7.4 per cent below the average vote of all six 
Republican candidates in these eight towns combined.'* Clearly 
there was no great desertion of Italian Democratic voters to vote for 
a Republican compatriot. 

‘Are there, then, no exceptions to the proposition that ethnic affili- 
ation is not & potent political factor? There is a clear exception, and 
fone of some importance. If the candidate is not only an Italian, an 
Irishman, o a French-Canadian, but also a man who is attractive 
1s a candidate on other grounds, it can make a difference. Moreover, 
when such a candidate scores a “first,” he is likely to be given the 
benefit of ticket splitting. The candidacies of two prominent vote 
getters in Rhode Island—Senator John Pastore and Christopher 
Del Sesto—are cases in point. As the data presented in Chapter 7 
indicate, both Pastore and Del Sesto pulled unusually high votes in 
Italian districts, In both cases these extra votes provided the margins 
for close majorities for the governorship. Pastore in 1946 could 
hardly haye won without that support and Del Sesto, as the first 
Republican to win a majority (although not, as it turned out, the 
governorship) ia 18 years, could not have made it without the 
Italian wards, Pastore was running as the first Italian Democratic 
candidate for the office, and Del Sesto as the first Italian Republican. 
Both are men who have considerable prestige and honest ability. 
‘They were men with whom the Italian voters could identify them- 
selves with pride. So also with many local candidates of a particular 
ethnic group; in many cases even a relatively unimportant office 
‘may seem an upward step of great proportions to people who long 

; for evidence that they are as good as anyone else but suspect that 
they are not, having been made to feel inferior in many ways in- 
numerable times. Still, even locally, it is not just the name that 
‘counts; itis the name of a person who is respected and admired. 
in those sane eight towns, and was sixth ia the field of candidates om the ticket. 
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ETHNIC ELEMENTS 
In the final analysis, then, I agree with Smertenko but with the 

important reservation that all depends on the quality of the candi- 
date involved. If the candidate is good enough to hold his own with 
other voters, then the fact that he has the right kind of name may 
be just the added fillip needed for success. 
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