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STAFF STUDY -~ PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE COMMUNIST
BW FROPAGANDA CAMPATGN

I. PROBLAM
1. To anelyze the implicetions of the Communist BW propaganda
cempaign and to meke recommendations for action in the light of the
conclusions reached. |
IT. DISCUSSION
HISTORY
o, A Soviet hate campeign against the United States 1s generally
considered to have started on January 21, 1951, On thet date Pospelov,
in the presence of the full Politburo, delivered a speech on the theme
"The hén&s of the American imperiélists are steeped in the blood of the
Russilan people." Immediately after'the speech there appeared numerous
docupents allegedly proving American atrocities, Photographs were
published showing Russians who were being mutilsted, killed, or
tortured, presumebly at the hands of Americens. Every Russian news-
paper played up this theme., As pointed out by Mose Harvey in a POC
briefing, this hate-America cempaign is being carried on while the
Soviet Union is theoretically at peace with the United States. This
is without precedént even in Soviet history. Stories appear sglmost
deily alleging further Americen atrocities, The "never Torget and
never forgive" theme is hammered into the Russian consclousness in a
fashion which can hardly faill to have an’ effect. The charges usuelly
give alleged details with dates, corroborative evidence,'etc." The _
campeign is not: llmited to the USSR, but is carried on in the European
satellite countries and in Asia.' In Rumenia, the Commimist Party
igsued a directive explaining exactly how the campaign ghould be pro-

gsecuted., A similer directive was issued in China.T
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3. The hate campaign continued throughout 1951; In the spring of
1951 there were allegations, which were not followed up, from Chinese
. Communist sources stating that the United States was engaged in germ
warfare and poiéon gas warfare.,
L, On February 22, 1952, s new cempalgn was launched by the North
Korean Forelgn Minister who charged that the United States was carrying

on BW in North Korea., On March 6, the Peiping Peoples' Deily, en

officlal Communist organ, said that the United Stetes had sent LU8 planes
on BW missions over Manchuria the preceding week.

| On March 8, Chou En-lai charged that the American use of germ
warfare was aimed at "wrecking the Armistice talks.in Kores, prolonging
and expanding the aggressive war in Koreg, and instigating new wars,"
He stated that US pillots who used EW weapons would be treated as wer
criminals., _

5. A CIA Speclal Iﬁtelligence Estimate, published March 25, out-
1ines the preceding facts and points out that the accusations concerning
BY have been directed excluéively at the U.8. The Estimate also notes
Maiik's attempt to bring the issue before the UN and refers to the
alleged evidence published in the Chinese and Soviet press. This "evidence"
consisted of photographs of insects, germs, and germ bombs which Amerlcen
forces presumably dropped in North Korea.

6. The Chinese Communist Government rejected s proposal by the
International Red Cross offéring to investigqte the charges. It refused
en offer from India to assist in any investigation of the charges and
also rejected'a proposal. from the quld.Health Organizetion to send aid
into epldemic areas. The Chinese Communist‘Government claimed that en
investigation was already being carried on by the Chinese and friendly
éovernments and that ICRC and WHO were Interested only in securing

militery information for the U,S. High Commend.
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7. The campaign alleging ™ activities by the United States con-
tinues, Various statements have been igsued by Communigt front organiza-
tions which have picked‘up the Communist cherges. The World Peaces
Council will undoubtedly spearhead and coordinate a continued attack
directed against the United States.

EFTTCTS .

8., Replies to a Department of State circular to missions in
various perts of the world inquiring about the effectivenesgs of the
germ warfare campalgn suggested that as of April 2 the campalgn had
not been effective in most éountries.

9. Most of the missions felt that U.S. sponsored programs to
denoumce the Communist cherges would merely keep the campaign alive.

10, The British Foreign Office, however, has suggested that if the
campaign continued it "mey in long run be effective because of (a) anti-
US feeling in certain areas (b) ignorance of realities of war (c) fear
of plague (4) resentment of any Western werfare against Asiatics and
(e) pacifism and lessitude in Burma."

MOTIVATIONS

11. A number of explanations have been advanced for the present
Communist germ warfare propaganda campeign. - The "peal" reason for the
germ warfere proﬁagandavcampaign against the U.S. is not certain, - It
.is clear, however, that the present phase of the "hate America" campaign
serves seversl purposes -- some of which mey be peripheral to the as
yet unidentified main purpose. Some of the uses to which the BW propa-
ganda campaign is or can be put are listed below: .

S _It discredits the U.S. in the eyes of Asiatics.
b. It provides an alibi for current (and future) epidemics,
¢, It mekes Communist troops more fearful of picking up UN

propagande leaflets and less willing to be captured.
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d. It creates a moral climate in which it might be difficult
for the U.S. to employ BW, CW, or AW in the event of global
war. (The Stockholm Peace Petition of 1950 combined all
three in the cafegory of weepons to be "outlawed.')

e. It provides a Justification for possible Communist use of
B ,

f. It provides e justification end a psychological prepara-
tlon for &ll out global wer if the USSR decides such a
move is expedient. |

12. The BW propaganda campaign hes already provided the Soviet
Unlon with a means of‘harnessing the forces of nature to their propa-
ganda advantage. Any epidemics or eny insect infestatlons anywhere
provide an opportunity for charging the United States with employing
BW or testing its BW capsbilities.

For example, a Canadien communist newspaper quoted by TASS
noted the outbreak of the hoof and mouth disease in Canada and charged
that the U.S., Britain, and Canadas were conferring on the production of
"germ werfare weapons ... for spreading hoof and mouth and other snimpel
dlseases." Charges were also made that the U.S. was experimenting with
locusts‘in Seudl Arabia and other Near Destern countries. These charges
coincided with the plague of locusts throughout the Near Eas#. Troubled
backward ereas may be constently invited to blame dlsesses and plagues
on U.S. imperielist machinations. -Even American efforts to help the
peoples of these areas may be used agsinst the U.S. For example, U.S.
planes fighting locusts may be blemed for the plagues and U.3. doctors
fighting the disease may be accused of spreading it.

POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION

13. The BW propaganda campaign may be combined with e gas warfare
campaign. Nearly all references to the U.S. use of BW menﬁiqned U.s.
failure to retify the 1925 Geneva Conventlon on germ and gas warfare.
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committee of "democratic lawyers" who "investigated" the use of BW in
Korea have already referred to the Americen poison gas bombs in thelw
findings. (The 1951 spring propegenda offensives from Chine, Korea,
and Indo-Chinag all claimed that the U.S. wes employing polson gas
ageinst North Koresn and Chinese troops. )

IIT. CONCLUSIONS

14. The germ werfare campalgn is clearly part of a continuing
Soviet hate-America campaign. By its scope and intengity it marks a
new phase in the latter, however, suggesting that jmplementation of the
hate-America theme will play a major -- and perhaps increasing -- role
in Soviet psychological strategy.

15, The precise reason for choosing germ warfare as the subject
of the present campaign is not known. However, it fits into one of |
the main patterne of the gencral cempailgn, which 1s to link the United
States, and particularly the U.S. armed forces, in the public mind with
the perversion of science. ‘

16, While all types of‘communist hate~America propaganda are
potentially serious from the U.S. point of view, the atrocity type of
propagands. is particularly significant in its strateglc implications,
gince it is directed primerily against the U.S. armed forces.

17. Tt must be expected not only that the hate-America campaign
will continue, but that the Soviet communists will continue to emphaslze
special cempaigns of the science-atrocity type, either by prolonging
the current germ warfare campaign or by shifting emphasis to new subjects.
In particular there is a strong possibility that the Soviet communists
mey soon launch an gll-out propaganda campaign alleging that the U.S.
has been using poison gas in Korea, perhaps accompanying this theme
with cﬁarges of scientific extermination and torture methods in Korean
prison cemps.

Security Information Page 5 of jz Pages
TOP SEC

Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA- RDP80 01065A000500050005-3
80661



*

Approved For Release&)OOlOQIM : CIA-RDP80-01065A2$)500050005-3

' TOP SECRET
DRAPFPT Security Information PSB D-25

3 June 1952

18, Irrespective of the popular credence in any country given to
perticuler communist hate~America campaigne, the cumulative effect of
these campaigns over & long period of time may be to éeriously impadr
the U,8, psychological position in certain arcas, particularly with
relation to the possible use of sclentific and unconventional weapons in
case of general wsr, On the other hand the shrill pitch of this type
of communist propaganda and the crude fabricgtions used to support it
creste a Soviet psychological vulnerabillty which we should be able
to exploit., A U.S. counter-propagende campaign alone mey not be suffi-
clent to cope with these effects, Rather, there mesy be required en
integrated program of governmental actions, in relation to which propa-

gende will take its appropriate place.

IV, RECOMMENDATIONS
19. That the Depoertment of State meke provision for issuvance of
appropriaté EBEPrmation guldence to include the followlng points:

B Cautionar& guldonce on the explosive possibilities. inherent
iﬁ the BY propegends campaign, indleated ebove, and the
necessity for coordinating carefully ell statements in

©eonJunctlon with 1t.

b." Continued emphesis on the following features of the U.S.
Bﬁ\counteruoffensive: U.s,. willingﬁess and Communist
refusal to submit to Jmpartiel iq@qrnéfignal investigation,
and the obviously unscigétifiéwg;sis of the charges.
(Purpose ~-= to retafﬁsggr the U.S. the confidence and
sympethy of’#brld-wide govermmental, sclentific, end
journalistic circles.)

c, A concerted campailpgn to secure due credit -~ not gratitude
to the U}S. for ite positive assistance in dipesse and
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pest control, indicating that the responsibility for
putting such efforts in the proper perspective rests
prinéipally on the governments concerned., (Purpose -- to
anticipate Soviet attempts to meke the U.S. the scapegoat
for epldemics and insect plagues.)

20. That the Depertments of Stete and Defense consider measures to
counter}én anticipated‘early Increase in communist sllegations that the UN
forces in Korea have employed gas. The following are suggested measures,

—

the feasgibility of which should be explored:

‘~" ‘ a. Secret advice to the Secretary Genéral of UN end tQ
neutral governments such as Sweden and India that we
enticipate the allegation of having used gasrin Koreea,
coupled with a request to these governments that officers
of their medicel units now in Korea be immediately
detailed, on & secret besis, to an inspection team to
tour UN aftillery and alr units and satlsfy themselves
and thelr governments that the UN forces are not using
gas. These govermments, plus one of the Arab League
and one of the lLatin American governments, should be re~

- guested to relieve this medical team as soon as possible
by technically qualified officers, to remain on this
assigmment until en ermistice is concluded.

mrediately the Soviet-inspiygéxAﬂ,

1
.-

b. Coordinated statements,

campaign is underway, by the UN and the above-mentioned

governments festifying that such charges were expected,
? and that they are untrue. : ”anf
c.k Appropriaste technical edvice and assistence to the inspec-
tion team by CINCUNC.
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21. That the Department of State investigate the possibilities of
applying or extending existing legel principles with a view to filing
with the World Court or the UN, or both, a complaint against the USSR
based on the theory of an international libel action, alleging
particularly the more extravagant types of communist atrocity-propagande
and stressing the long-range 'lingering radistion® effects of such
propagande upon world security, as well as its threat to the mental
health of young persons,

i\-J e 22. That the ESychéldgical Operations Coordinafing Committece be
asoigned the following missions: !

a. Taking into consideration the conclusions of Scctlon IIX
above, analyzc and scek to identify the underlying
strategy and the proboble cvolution of the hate-America
compaign, to include:

(1) The Communist BW propogenda campaden.

(2) Gas worfarc ollegations.,-

(3) Potato bug, locust plaguc and similor "perversion
of scicnec” propoganda. |

b. Dovelop further measures to!minimizc the cffects of the
present BW propagonda campoign and to undercut anticipated
futurce propagonda campaigné gimilar in nature or reclated
thercto. A

23, That Central Intelligence Agency propere for the Psychologicai
Stratcg& Booxd o National Intelligence Estimate, approising the signi-

ficance and impact of the Sovict BW propaganda campalgn, gas warfare

.

allcgotions ond "perversion of s;icncc" propaganda, in their rclation-;f
ship to the total complex of Sovict cold war strategy.

ol, That the Chairman, POC, submit to the Director, Psychological
Strotegy Board, appropriate progress reports on the project asslgned by

N paragroph 22.
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