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. p (grave) in the .July 1823 London Q 
(uns_igned ~uth~y Franc•:ha: directly relates to Moby-Dick. UQrter/y 
Review. It is t is s~urce " erstition and Knowled e" 

Here are quotations from Sup I g followed b 
Melville's not~s. ! Y 

Q l R • 444. Palgrave quotes from a Scottish town's e 
uarter y eview • f I b )(Pens 

: in 1633 of £3.6s.8d. for "ten loa~s o coa s to urn them" (i.e ;s 
. burn William Coke and Alison Dick)., • ., o 

. Melville: Ten loads•of coal to bu,~n him.- '. ' , 
Quarterly Review 446 (On the last exe_cut1on of .. a Scottish Witch i' 

grandmother executed at Dornock m 1722): After being bi- • a 
out for execution, the weather proving very severe, the po~:&~t 
woman sat composedly before the pile, warming herself by th id 

h ,, e 11re 
prepared to consume er. 

Melville: Brought to the stake-warmed himself by the fire. 
Quarterly Review 447:· "Upwards of six hundred women ~re e)(ecuted 

in the· bishopric of Bamber~• alone. The a~_cusat1ons bear the 
stamp of raving madness. Priests were convicted of baptisin . 

b . . . p · g 1n 
the following form: Ego non apt1zo te m nomme atris et Filii 

d • • o· b 1·" et Spiritus Sancti-se m nomme ia o 1. 

Melville: Ego non baptizo te in nominee Patris et Filii e_t Spiritus 
, Sancti-sea in nomine Diaboli.-'-

Quarterly Review 449: "Madness is almost undefinable. Right reason 
, • • and insanity are merely the extreme terms of a series of mental 

' action, which need not be very long." • 
Melville: Madness is undefinable-It & right reasons extremes of one, 
Quarterly Review 452-453: "The doctrine delivered at Simancas, how­

ever, was not Goetic Magic, or that which is vulgarly termed the 
Black Art, but the high and pure Theurgy which repels all con­
verse with the evil demon. Theurgical magic, the magic which 
seeks its converse with the Power, the Intelligence, and the Angel, 
might have been first diffused in Spain by the sectaries of the 
Gnostic doctrines, who appear to have found numerous adherents 
in that country during many centuries. , 

' Melville-Not the (black art) Goetic but Theurgic magic-seeks con· 
verse with the Intelligence, Power, the Angel [The words in paren· 
theses are Melville's insertion above the line.] 

HERMAN MELVILLE 
,. 

' Hawthorne and His Mosses: By a Virginian 
: Spending Jul~ in Vermdntt . ,. I 

'dony· Melville's revisions in the manuscript show he added this fictidrial pse~ rnost 
mous Virginian, here and in all five later passages, after he had wri1t·e~ need 
o'. the essay expr~ssing his own fervent feelings, which he thus •~i~erarr 
himself from, advised by Evert Duyckinck, editor of the New York 

, tS46 
. Hawthorne s t The Literary World (August 17 and 24, 1850). The "Mosses" is Nathaniel 

collection of short stories , Mosses from an Old Manse. 

HAWTHon
111 

E ANo li1s M 
ossEs 

Id who had a hand in other r , . 
5 , •1or • h , Id • h ev1s1on 45 vr• ther t mgs to m t e essa sand who 

Still :ritten before the, author ~e~re not true, incl~~blished it anon 
,,as \by a "Cousin Cherry" (his Au li::'thorne th t inhg the assertioYrnohusly. 
h'r!l • h' nt ov1a ' a t e b n t at it 1 •s gave 11 to 1m on July 18 k ry Ann Mel .

11 
°ok was gi· 

r l,of11P • • fi Id) , nowin h v1 w·d ven to 
t·on at Pitts e , and that it wa " g e rn ight rn ' 1 0w of his Un 

1 cal h fll sverd I eet H h ce 
•
3 

pressed to t e y eaf. ant y bound" awt orne on h' 
JIIOSS 1• h I I . • and had 1s 

rhis is a s 1g t y regu anzed readin green Salern 
I P k • Th g text, Ira , d Hershe ar er. e punctuation . h nscnbed by H 

~n k Collection of t~e New York Pub~i: t of the manuscri a;;ison Hayford 
inc lville's hand, copied from her husb d'1brary. It is rnai : I ~ the _Duyck­
~~he footnotes explain the difficulties i~ sb hast ily scrawlel t fEl~abeth 
o • inal manuscript and just how Duyck1~a ekth Melville had inra t. . everal 
orig 1 'JI h cl h inc cens d copying the 'tten, Me v1 e a no c ance to correct f ore what Melv ll h d 
wn b 1• cl proo s and f " 1 e a 
h Printed essay, ut 1ste only one. The r ound ugly erro ,, . 
t e d • d • • •ootnotes ab h rs 1n 

1 and emen allons are es1gned to comp! out t e errors in th 
teX • • th fM h . ement the disc . e 
f ernendat10ns m e text o o y-Dick. uss1ons elsewhere 0 cl ·1 cl • / The most eta1 e narrative account of the .. 

• • h • composition of th· ftermath , drawmg on t e papers of Melville's . A is essay and the 
~he New York Public Library in 1983) is in the fir s;Sle( ugusta (acquired by 
Herman Melville: A Biography (1996): Ch. 36 "Hs vt~ ume of Her~hel Parker's 
August-September 1850." ' aw _orne and His Mosses: 8 

A papered chamber in a fine old farm-house-a mile from a h d II 
, h . . nyot er we -

ing, and dipped to t e eaves m foliage-surrounded by mountains, old 
woods, and Indian ponds,-this, surely, is the place to write of Hawth 

, • h' h orne. 
Some charm 1s in•t 1s nort em air, for love and duty seem both impelling 
to the task. A man of a deep and noble nature has seized me in this seclu­
sion. His wild, witch voice rings.through me; or, in softer cadences, I seem 
to hear it in the songs of the hill-side birds, that sing in the larch trees at 
my window. • • ·, 

Would that all excellent books were foundlings , without father or 
mother, that so it mignt be, we could glorify them, without including their 
ostensible authors. Nor would any true man take exception to this;-least 
of all, he who writes,-"When the Artist rises high enough to.achieve the 
Beautiful, the symbol by which he makes it perceptible to mortal ~enses 
becomes of little value in his , eyes, while his spirit possesses itself m the 
enjoyment of the reality." ; , , 

But more than this. I know not what would be the right name to pu: 0~ 

the title-page of an excellent book, but this I feel , that the _na~es O al 
fi h that of Jumus, -s1mp Y ne authors are fictitious ones; •far more so t an . . f II B 

1 1 cl, Spmt o a eau y, standing as they do for the mystical, ever-e u mg . , th ' 
h• • . p I imagmauve as 1s w 1ch ubiquitously possesses men of genius. u_re Y ranty frorn 

f ce1ve sorne war ancy may appear, it nevertheless seems to re h h ever come up to 
the fact, that on a personal interview no great aut obr d~ss are co~posed, 
th 'cl f h. h our o ie e I ea of his reader. But that dust o w IC , With reverence 
h II ' es among us. 
b 

0
~ can it fitly express the nobler inte ,gene deemed more than man, not 

e It spoken, ~hat not even in the case of one b k anything of the 
even in our Saviour did his visible frame eto en 

' 

I. Pseud 
lo h onym of • ave b an umdentifi dB • • h een Sir Ph 'I' e ritish author of famous political satires (1769-72), now thoug t 

1 1P Francis . . 
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augustness of the na'ture within, Else, ~ow could those Jewish 
• his glance, eye\\-, 

nesses fail to see heaven m I vel along a country ro d , 11. 
It is curious, h~w a man may r:cts; b reason of an \n~ , an~ Yet . 

the grandest or sweetest of prosp h~ t ' f th , 'd I rven,ng h "11ss ' , vay to m o e w, e and • ed 
so like all other hedges, as m no v . , scape b &e, 

S h 
't b 'th me concerning the enchanting landscape in th eyond 

o as, een w, M f M H' cc es • 
h

. H h th' most excellent an o osses. ts Old A• Ottl of 
t ,s awl orne, 1s d • ·11 d " 1ans " 
b 

. • ~ r years but I never rea ti It ~ ay or two s· e ha een wntten now ,ou , . f h d . tnce I s 
seen it in the book-stores-heard of ,t ~ ten~even a 11 recornrnen' had 
me by a tasteful .friend, as a rare, quiet book, perhaps too deserv~ed to 

I 
, b ular But there are so many books called " 1ng of 

popu anty to e pop • 'd h h' k • excell 
d h lar merit that am1 I e I ,c stir of other th· ent, an so muc unpopu • f 111 r 

hint of my tasteful friend was disregarde~; and. or fouf years the ~s, ,the 
ori the Old Manse never 'refr~~hed m,e w,~h th~'r ~erennia\ green, ,t°sses 
be''however that all this while·, the book, like wme, was only irnpr 1. may 
fla~or and body. At any .. rate, it so chanced th~t this . lpng procras;~:~ in 
eventuated in a happy result. At b~eakfast the other day, a mountai _lion 
''cousin of mine who for the last two weeks has every morning help ~ girl, a 
strawberries a~d ra;pberries,-which, like the roses and pearl: i:e t9 
fairy-tale seemed to fall into the saucer from those strawberry-bed the 
cheeks _:_this delightful creature, this charming Cherry says 10 ,.. .~ her ' . . . d .. ,e- Is 
you spend your mornings m the hay-mow, an yesterday I found ee 
'Dwight's Travels in New England'.~, Now I have something far be'tt 

th
ere . h . er tha 

.that -,-something more congenial to our summer on t ese hills. Tak h n 
, . . • " "M '" et ese raspberries and then I will give you some. moss. ,- oss.• said I "" 

I d db ·-~ and you must take it to the barn with you, an go~ • ~e,to 'Dwight.'~r! ' 
, With that' she left me, and soon returned with a 1volunie,, verd 

1
•
1 

. f . , . ant y 
hound, and garnished with a cunous rontJsp1ece m green,-nothing less 
than a fragment of real moss cu~ni~gl~ p_ressed, to a fly-leaf.,.,/WJ/ 
this,'/ said I, spilling my raspberries, . .t~1s_ 1s, the1 Mosses from an. OI~ 
Manse': "Yes," said cousin Cherry""yes, 1t JS that flowery Hawthorne,•­
."Hawthome and Mosses," said I,, "no more: it, is morning: it is July in th 
country: and I am off for the barn." .;• •,r· ! , ·,. ' -,r.•. , , ·,r;r ,1 ,,i '!, •1ne 
1 Stretched on that new mown clover, 'IM hill-side breeze blQl.ving over 
me through the wide barn door, and soothed by the hum of the bees in 
the meadows around, how magically stole over me· this Mossy Man! And 
how l!mply, how bountifully, did he redeem that delicious promise to his 
guests in the Old Manse, of whom it is written4l......,."Others could give them 
pleasure, or amusement, or instruction-these• could, be picked up 
anywh'ere,-but it was for me to give them rest. Rest, in a life of trouble! 
,..,ftJ tL ~,.;,i:r: .~.1 l .lL ·fI•~ 1 r;..r 1 ~-~1.l'•,,~c,·1 tf,.,1,oJ 111 , •. J 1JJ. '-i, 
fl,, MisprintedinLWias 11liktwise." 1" 1,J ~!;t;·., ., • ,:,,, •·, 1 r,t1 ~; , 1 !t-P:. , 1 •;1 r,r1r:'I 
~- Trovels in N,w-Engu,,ul o,ul New-Yorlt, 4 vols. (1821-22), by Timothy DY(ight (1752-1817), , 
4. During the composition of Mardi (see Log, 276), Mrs. Melville in a letter 10 her stepmother apoJo­
J gized for perhaps having left out punctuation marks, explaining that 11s Herman's copyist she 
, ,was in the habit of leaving all the punctuation for him to supply. This pass~ge (t,2-4,8 in lh< 

manusmpt) IS clear proof that in 1850 she was still omitting punctuation. In Melville's han~ 
'" in different ink, are the following additions and changes: he added the comma ifter •do1<r'; 

he altered "with the hill side breeze blowing over me from the wide barri door" 19 "the hill-sidt 
breeze blowing over me thro' the wide barn door • (Melville's comma)· he added a commaafltt 
"around"; he mended the "M's" in 11mossy man~ to capitals· he add~d an exclamation point 
after •~?an" and commas after ' amply" and "bountifully"; and he changed "old manse' I~ ' Old 
Manse. P~esumabl.y lhe extraordtnary absence of necessary periods and quotation marks 101~ 
first American edol!on of Mardi IS due, to Melville's failure to add the punctuation, and certain 
unusual absences of commas in Moby•Diclt may be due: to the same cause:. 11, .i, •1• , 

HAWrH011 
• Nl! "'Nn Ii 

18 Mos 
L better cou Id be done fo 5

Es 

Whald be done ,for -anybody •~hweary and w Id 5'17 
If II f ' .., o c or ·w 

'° "' the spe o a magic spirit o arne Within orn Spirits) 
th~e new clover, I watched this H ver•hirn?•-s our rnagic. I ~hat better 
ill t I and moonrise., from th 3Wthorne's "AO all that d: \e, than 10 
stl~~l:4 50ft ravishments of the surnrnit of our isyrian daw/ :If-burled 
i ... s and when'the;book Waes' rnlan spun rne astern lii11,;1an Paphian 
Jrf:8"' ' • d • h c osed h round b ' 

_J "dism1sse ,me wit but mist , w en th a out in b 
ru ' y rern. . e Spell a we of • ofhim, \1 ,, ',,,, , ,~ '' , • tn1scences . Was over th· . 

·ng 6 ' , as 1i 1 h ' 1s w,i 1 "'hat a ,mild moonlight •of • 1i, irr . ad been d • 
VT • h conte 1 

1• , ream. 
• sel-the nc and rare distil rnp ative h" '·· 
Mall . d rnent of . urnor b th 
"' rollicking ru eness, no gross f r a spicy and I a es that Old 
1,o . b h • un 1ed f s owly-00i· 
ees of wlne,L- ut a umor so spirituall on at dinners •ng hear1, 
I richly relishable, that'it were ba di _Y gentle, so high' and bred in the 
SO • • f • h r r Y •napp . , so deep d 

rY rehg1on o m1rt ; ior nothing h ropnate in 'an yet 
: t, The orchard of the Old Manse :

0 
urnan hut it ma;~ngll. It is the 

th:I has described it. Those twisted ee~s the visible tYJ>e of 1~ ~need to 

Ut their crooked branches, and lake,.an chonhtorted old trees "teh ne mind 
,o b h h • s4~ old f h ' atstretcb ,.,,._ remem er,,t em as umorists, and, dd , 0 t e imaginati h 
,..- b h · 0 ·1ell • on, t at 
ro. u11ded y t ese grotesque forms and h h .ows, And then 
. • ' IL h ' us ed ni th ' as sur­this Hawthorne s spe , my aptly rnight th 'IL e noon-day repose f 
into your soul be' sy"lboliu:d by "the thurn;,s~ fall of his ruddy though~s 
afternoon,.'falling without ·a breath,of.windo fa great apple, in the stillest 

• ")F I • h 'rornthemer perfect ripeness or ,no ess ,ripe t an rudi:l h e necessity of 
•and lancie~, in this s.weet Ma,n of Mosses}, are t ~ apples of the.thoughts 
' ds dB' d". " Wh .,. ,, ,.,.,,. ' . "Bu ,an . 1r -vmces rr atJa delicio"s thi . h ' " 1'• I, ,., ., , d u ngist atl "W'II h ever,.be so decaye , that Spi:Jng may not rene 't ·- 1 t e world 
0

!fire~Worship.''-Was 'everi thi!,hearth,so glorifiedw ''. s greenness'l"-And the 
r h • • be tnto an aha, hefo ' The mere title pd at piece 1s lier .than· any common k . lift ~· 

H , . .. • h' " wor tn y foho vol-
umes. o~ exqu1siteJ1s t JS;,.- Nor did it lessen the charm fhi soft, r . 
' · d L-• f l h o s ,amil-iar courteS)l ,an , ,,n<::~p u ness, t at. the mighty spir,·• . 

h. Id . 'th .., were opportunity 
offered url1 wpu rtm TJQl rou~ the peaceful house wra ·1s • . 

• l mb d 1 ' . , p1 tnmatesm his temb e e race,:an. _ ea~ nothmg,of them sav~ their whitened ho· 
,This poss.ibi!ity of mad destoic1¥Jn !onqi' made his .domestic kindness': 
,more beauiiful,1md ,touching. It WIIS1 sq sweet of bim, being endowed with 
,such pow.er, . to.,dwell~ ,day ,!ifler ,day,cal)dA11e long', lonesome night after 
'..Ill '>"l'JriJ .,~f--~:,-lhtkJrrl ·,~ rl ·T 1, tS:Jil► ,iTr •.f;:1111 ''!.t:,. , . nt wtt. '.J. 

1u"'?'1o l•'1 l:,·, i11'•,b1'' -.iri J ",vn1?'(, ,0·1q: ,j<" ,.,· . •rr, •11 • , , 1.,.., ,,,, 
5. The quotations here and in the next two paragraphs are From the introduttory essay, "The Old 

Manse,' about the Hawthornes' happy early married years in Concord, MaSS1Chu,c:tts (1842-
46), The second quotation is from the description of the "litde noolt of a study" where Emer-

1lr, son, while living there, wrote "Nature' .(1836).and, as he wl')le in lhat book, ' used IC>Wll<h the 
11 ,: Assyrian da111n and the Paphian sunse,t,and moonrise, From the 1ummi1 oi our astern ~ill." 
,u· Melville may not have recogn~ed thaJ,l;iawth,omewasparaphrasinaEmersoo'swwds. , • 
,6, Misprinted in LW as "wild; as misread,by Mrs, Melvjlle. Parker in thd970s ii)~ A,,grles real· 
Ii,• iz,ed from 1he,context that \vild' was wrong,.aod Hayford laltr verified the suruuse by rec:oune 
•., . to the manuscript in the Duyckiock Collection at the New York Puhlic Library (NY~L), In the 

,,.,1990s Parker at the N-YP[,saw that for decades we had heenmisled.aboul Hawthome•~'j 
to meeting Melville at the pic,nic on Monumef\l,t,jpoµolain _c,n ~•~us15, 1850, b,r::'"o.;::,; 
able texts of Evert Duyckinck s record had Hawthorne looking mildly" about. In ' M lvlle 

b .. Jwrote ",vildly':,"Th'e; raln did not <\o its_ wQrst 8~d w_e 1ca11eted '.'':c':kc~ ~i~;j;~ H:..;,.. 
" lo seat himself, 1he boldest of all, •stride a ~un, oow spnl Hawthorne looked wildly about 
,, peeped about the cliffs and protested it affected him bk ,pecac: ) Exi:'ted by .,..ting the man 

I,, for the great Carbun~le) u,n allusion to o~e of h15 ow~~rly ;on~~ 184'6, Hawthorne~ bttn 
he thought he knew mtomately from reading and reY1hngk ""ti found unchancterisuc and 

, hamming It up in a humorou1 tj,eatticality that tbose.,11' d =~s abigdiffmlll'~-.·' , 
that Melville found charming. Here one Jeuer of one wor 
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another on the dusky hearth, only now and then betra~ing his Wild 
by thru;ting his red tongue out of t~e chimne~-top! True,· he had don:atllre, 
mischief in -the world,, and was pretty tertam to do more, but h· lliuch 
heart atoned for all. He wa's kindly to the'raae of man." I .1"r; , ,. ~~ War11i 

But he has still other apples, not quite so ruddy, though fuf) . . • ·, 
• h h • f h as rip • apples that have been left to wit er on t e tree, a ter t e pleasant e:....._ 

gathering is past: The sketch of "The·Old Apple· Dealer" is 'con a~tllfllti 
h h " • bd d. d , ce1ved . the subtlest spiril 0 f sadness; e w ose su ue an nerveless b . iti 

Prefigured his abortive prime, wh.ich, likewise, contained within 't'
0
Y
1
h0od 

. • d 'd . ,, S I se f tL 
Prophecy and image of his lean1an torp1 age,• uch touches . 11e 

f • h 7 Th . as are • this pie'ce •can not proceed rom1-any-cmmmon eart:, ey argu 1n 
depth of tenderness, such a boundless· sympathy with all forms :~ ~U~h a 
such an omnipresent love, 'that we must needs say, tharthis Haith eing, 

I • h' 'rl ti t ·· th • ornei here almost a one m 1s generat10 ,-a eas , m e artistic ma ·r s 
h h • h n1iest 'lion of these things. Still more. Sue touc es as t ese,'-and ma a-

:many similar ones, all through his chapters...l:!:fihnisn clews, whe;yb Very 
ienter a little way into the intricate; profound heart wl\ere·theye' Y.w.e 
nated. And w~ see, that s1uffering; sometime or ~th~r ~nd in some s~~&1• 

. or other,_;th1s only c_an enable any m~n t~ dep10t_ 1t m ,others. All o!e 
him, Hawthorne's melancholy rests hke • an Indian Summer . wh· hr 
though bathing a who)~ cou_ntry in one ~of~ne~s, ~~ilheve~ls th: dist:~c'. 
•tive hue of every towering hrll, and each far-wmdmg vale.! .,,i:> ,;i ., •li,·i 

!, I But it is the least part of genius that attracts admiration. Where H • 
thorne is known, he seeins'la be deemed• a pleasant writer, with a pie::: 
ant style,-a sequestered, harmless man, from, whom any deep 'and 
weighty thirig would hardly be anti~ipated:....L.a man who means nb mean­
ings. But there is no man, in whom humor and love, like mountain peaks 
·soar to such a rapt height,' as to receive 'the, irradiations of. the uppe; 
skies;-there is no man in whom humor and love are developed in that 
high form called genius; no such man can exist ~ithm:1i also possessing, 
as the indispensable c"omplement of these, a great, .<le'ep lintellett, which 
drops down into the universe like a plummet.8• Or,'fove•and humor lire 
-only the eyes, through which ~uch an intellectrrviewsithis• world,1The 
great beauty in such a1inind is.btitthe product' of its strengtht What;'t'o 
,all readers, ·can,be· more charming than theipiece ·entitled '.'Monsieur du 
Miroir"; 'and to a reader at all capablE! of fully fai:homir\g•it, what;, at-the 
same time, can possess more mystical depth of meaning?-Yes, there he 
sits, and looks at me,-this "shape of mystery," this "identical Monsie~r 
.. i.' ·.,.. 1l ,. ·, , • ·,·J .l/1 ·," t•• J ,,t, <.,, 1, . , ,,. · 1·1tt ,r., 1,1 L1 11., ·'"Jf1. 1a1iJr1::.1. J •' 

.n·.1 •1,·,, 11l_.L ,,,..,,, ) n ,',! ,,,,., ,, •! ,~,1. 11: · . •1 111rl1•H.1 1 ,rl ,; 1,,·lr," 1/1/J,I/ 

l" • ,' rf; :, ,I 1 '• ,\ , II ,
1 !d ,,·, I, 1 ,11q1 ' !, 1r 1 'I 11·Jl11 •11 

1 
1 I• ,l' • ,I· 1 

•7, The first part of this sen!ence 'occurs on 6.22 of the' manuscript, In the,)eft m~rgin is a small 
•· penciled •x•-erased, 1but still'visible. An examination 0 f,the whole manuscript reveals that 

such marginal X's were Mrs. Melville's w~y of reminding he,self that she was uncertain about 
what she had copied' and that she would have to ask her husband for the correct• readlng. ,Aft~r 

" she had ~hecked with him, she 1woul~ erase the X-but lightly enough so that1 ~ost are 511~ 

readily vmble; Here s~.• first ~opied • Such tones as are in this piece,"' and later inserted ~h _ 
correct word, touches, above tones. ·Often enough in the manuscript inserted words are 51m 

" ply revisions of Melville's, but frequently/ as here, the reading Mrs. Melville fi rst copi'? can 
•' ·, never have been What Melville Wrote . . mo,1 , ;1, •. •• ,,, , ,: . : , • 1 ' d 
''8,' At•7.21 in the manuscript Mrs. Melville copied "into the universe like a•planet"· she later mark,e 
• ~ out "planet" and inserted the correct "plummet" above it Here no l"X is visible in the margin, 
1 

" P_erh~ps an indicati~n \hat she had not questioned her re;ding. It Is not1clear why the cor::cd 
'.' lion JS m her hand •~stead of Melville's; peth,lps she simply caught the error herself later, are 
I . c~rrected ,t, as s~e d,d at other points; perhaps she was reading'her copy aloud to him to s~ter 

• h,s eyes and making the changes herself; perhaps he was proofreading with her nearby 10 ~ 
any c orrec t1ons . 1, :itt i ,1,11, 1,1 , 1, 11 --... 1u J · 'J :.!

11
,_,,

1
_, 1 1,,,11 ' 1 

HAWr1-to11l'i£ 
Ali[) fi1s J\1 

• "M h' k oss£s • 1·r.''~ et m s I should 
~,ro • h II • trernb( d~ . throug a .impediments . e now 549 

rid•P: rnY eye_s.'/, i ri h 11 . i .J,'.n search of ~:ere his Wizard 
~r"' profound, nay appalling . ' 1

,, • , '
10 Place him Power of 

t10 ust"· where----lbeginning w'·t1hs the moral i • suddenly 
(oca ' .. 1 th h evolv d 

t10 rid -all vamt1es ' and empt e ollow foll· e bYthe "E' , 
.u wo ' b • . d • Y the • 1es and arth' 
P,.. h r and , y,, an1 a m1rably gr d 0ries and , affectar s 

ot e ' h II , a Uated 1orms IOns of 
,P n into t e a egoncal fire till I ' growing ' are, one f -~ro"' f ' , at en h comp h a ter 
P' endering heart .o man; which rem . . gt , nothing . ,re ensiveness 
.a • •• ht ' ain1ng t'll is eft b ' e,io a aratJ011 )S naug • , ·id~ .? • . S I unc Ut the an. 

.... 11118ir • h h' • h I , , , ' ' onsumed h 
•v f a piece wit t is, is t e ,"Intel!i en~, , . , ... , , t e great 

O of the secret workings) n men's s! I : ·Office,? a wo d ' " 1 ,i, 

jzin~ charged with ponderous import.~ .s. There are oth~ :kus symbol­
lll~he Christmas Banquet," and 'tfhe B ,Hr ' L ,, , :•; , : .etches, still. 

·;, • d · I b osornserp " . .. " for 8 cunous an ·e a oraJe.analysi ent would be 
6 

' 
;,cts h d d h s, touchin h ne sub,, ,.f~ the mind t at pro uce t em. For spit £ II g t e conjectur I 
o h' h 'd f H h I! o ,a the I d· a parts· • ht on the 1t er s1 e o awt orne's soul I h n 1an-summe 
lig h • I h , t e othe 'd r sun­
half of the p ys1ca .s,p .ere-is shrouded in.a bla~kn;s1 e-likethedark 
8.11 this datkness but gives more effect to th ss, ten times black 

u , , h h' . eevermovj d . 
... , . advances.,t roug . it, and c1rcumnavig t h' ng awn, that for-

e,~ . h • I il d hi aes is WorldlWh Hawthorne as s1mp y ava e. • mself of this m t' • ether. 
eans to thei wondrous .effects he makes' it ,

0 
odys. ica! blackness as a 

DI h • pr uce in h· l'gh hade's· or whether ,t ere'!really lurks in him perh nkn is 1 ts .and, 
s , • I , apsu owntohi If 
a touch of Puritamc g oom,--'-this,,l cannot altogeth ll . ~. , 
however, that this great power of1blackness in him d:_te ·: Ce£rtam it 15,, 

I . h • r, I • • . • f nv~ its orce From, its appea s to.t at ,.,a vm1st1c sense o Innate. Depravity and,().;..: 
1 

. 
h • • • • ,.. h vugina S111;. 

from w ose v1S1t/41t1011s; m,som~ s ape or other, no deeply thinking mind 
is always and wholly,Jre~-r.For, ·m certain moods,'no man can w 'gh th· 

d • h h • • th' h ei 15 worl , Wit out t rowmgJn some mg,.some ow like Original Sin, to strike, 
the, uneven balancl.e.1 At: all ev:en,ts,--perhaps no writer has ,ever wielded, 
this terrific thought wi.tb greater, terror, than .this sal!le,harmless Haw~ 
thorne. Still.more; this black conceit ~i:vades him, through and through, 
You may be witched by his. sunlight,-transported by the bright gildings 
in the .skies ~eil>uilds tover yol!}-:i-but ther~ is the blackness.of darkness. 
beyond; and even his bright gildings but fringe, and play upon the edges 
of thunder-clouds.-In one word, the world is mistaken in this Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. He himself must often have smiled at its absurd misconcep-_ 
ti<in of llini. He "is· imm"eas~•~libly de~per. tl,ian the plummet ,pf the· mere 
·, · •'·'J•,h d:1 ·•1 n:~r:iU\Jov

1 
.. :1l11,l•1t-1 ~,l 1

.i1.,1:1' -•1 i • 1 1, •·,
1
~~1 • 1 1 ;r.-:,.li . '~ 1

• 1-
, " 'l ' . l • . 'L , ' , ., IJ 11lr.1 ,11 ' I ,., pq .I 1

'._ . ; 11,p 1111( b11b ll "?11U1 th , .. ~ 1_1 ~ 11,1 Ul, ( •~I'!,"' .1:
1.r. ;,· , 

1 
·11,;.,.f J, n (,, ,, "•·•:1·u 

l • • J·11 •,rlJ hnio I ·: cl • rl.1 '110, I \ 'lJI• ,·,r:n~1 .. ~ ,:.>,h, '-'1• ,. . . , ,l,_\ 
1
)1 ;,, 

·,r ... uno •,.,11I 1 1,,.,'p '1rf':ri11 ,: tJ. J 11tf 'b· 1½~1·; 1!!rn'.t'~ 111' td' 'the~·a,e" (i~Mrs.' Melville1! 

9, In the manuscript18,H reads ''.of secret workings in &bis wor ; h' Id' isabettd 10 "men's 
hand); in Melville's hand "the" is inserted;before "secret.,d" ~d 1. 'd r~ nQ Xis visible in the 
IOQ)s :" Mrs. Melvi)le ev.idently> did not suspect she ~a t~c~r• ,' ,.; ,,.,1 . :, . ·~ 

r, D\argin. ' n·•m,J 'I, I• •~••'l ,!F• ,, I'. ,,, i rr\f'ltO" ",, ••. -~ ceofMrs. Melvi11e'smmeadm,g 
I. In this sentence,at 8.20 in the manuscript is i<,~~a.r •~J~a\ the hither side.of Hawthornes 
1 Melville's Ion" as "in'!: ,She copied the passage a~.,PIJlhg 11 b eniheoriginalreading. I' . 

ioul,"•anq Melville ljlended. the "Jn" to "on,","!hicli must have' ,hat forever through ,1, 2
• At 8,25 in the manuscript Mrs. Melville left two blabnksd; he ,Jded "a,dvances' in ~hafint 
and " f ) ' g herhu, an , s " h' hwo"" ve •• ,., I , Later•pre~umablya terconsu tm · I easytodeteclW I< Mohr 
•pace and "circum~avigates:' in the1sec.011d . . It is almosl a ""{.~tingio( 1he added word. 1f.kely 10 be_en added later by the unusua),spacing and the anom~ •~ En lish edition 1hat. '.eeml,'m,y be 
f " k there are instances of Melville's adding words:in t thefrs1Americaned1:;nioh)-Dick) 

•ve been in his manuscript, though they d_p not ap~••~•~ister Augusta for. m~• , ., th
at 50R\etimes any blanks left by the,copy1st (M~v,llebol )jke Mr~, Meiv,lles.X .. ,, 

sirnp)y never got detected and filled in, despiteiJOY syro · 1 
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critic. For it is not the·brain3 that can te~t ~uch ~ m~n; i~ is only the h 
You cannot come to know g~eat~~ss ~y mspectmg it;_ th~re is no &Ii ear1. 
to be caught of it, except by mtmll?n, you ~~ed not rmg tt, you but t'Pse 
it, and you find It is gold.4 

• ' ' ' •••
1 1 1: • 

1 
• , , 1°11ch 

Now it is that blackness in Hawthorrie, of which I have spoke h 
fixes and fascinates me. It may be,·rtevertheless, that it is too larti t at so 
oped in him Perhaps he does not give us a ray of his light for eve y devet. 

• • b I h' bl k • • ery sh d of his dark. But however this may e, t ts ac ness tt ts ,that f . a e 
the infinite obscure of his background,Jthat background, againutrntshes 

• h h' s Wh· h Shakespeare plays his grandest conceits, t e t mgs that have rn d tc , 
Shakespeare his loftiest but most circumscribed renown,' as the p ~ e for 

' • • h Sh k • • roround est of thinkers. For by ph1losop ers a espeare ts not• adored • 
great man of tragedy and comedy,J.:..."Off with his head! •so rn a~ the• 
Buckingham!"5 this sort of rant, interlin'e'd by another hand; brin;cd for 
the house,-those mistaken souls, who dream of Shakespeare as 

8 
own 

man' of Richard-the-Third humps, and Macbeth daggers. But it i here, 
deep far-away things in him; those occasional flashings-forth of th s ~ os_e 
• T h • h' h h • • k b' • th • 1 e tntu1-' t1ve rut m 11n; t ose:s ort, qutc pro mgs a~ every axis ·of rea)· 

these are the things that make Shakespeare, Shakespeare. Throu ~y:: 
mouths, of the dark characters6 of Hamlet; Timon, Lear, and la! the 
craftily says, or sometimes insinuates the ithings, which we 'feel to ~~ e, 

terrifically true;,that it were all but madness for any good ·man1 in h
8
.
0 

' h' f h ' , IS own proper cheracter;,to utter;•or even mt-o t em:,Tormented•i , 
desperation, Lear the frantic King tears off the ·mask, ·and speaks :

0 

sane matlness of vital truth.7 But, ·as I before said, it.is the least part 
0
~ 

genius that attracts admiration. And so, much-of th~ blind, unbridled 
admiration tharhas been heaped upon Shak~spea~.e-, •_has,been lavished 
upon the-least part of him. And few of his endless corittnentators and 
critics seem to have remembered,•or eve'n perceived; that the immediate· 
products of a great mind are not so great, as, tliat- undeveloped, (and 
sometimes . undevelopable) yet dimly:-discemjbh!8 • greatness, 'to which 
these immediate product's are but the,infallil>le 'indices.dn· Shake-· 
speare's tomb lies infinitely more than Shakespeare ever wrote. And iH 
magnify Shakespeare, it rs not so much for"what he did' do, as tor what 
1).'·iJ'J •,r1; 1 ,er , 'J. . ·~ 'i ~-·•,.~·! 1 : i•. ?g11ib:1~ Jsl~· ,j ,.(n , ·; IAH! . riot ,j 

i 'ri1 I , :1 ). j 1' 11d ,, ✓t., : .,:, 1 .,,: I/ :fJ, ·,1L Jn,o. 'JllO rd -. l, ,oi ·1 ·~hn.d1 I· 
' ' •,')r"}').l.j J I.ii ,, .,· 1, 

1 
,, 1 ,. 1 :I P/,J·; . ... 1~.. lln ·, , ;d l ' I' )~l• ,1,;•l 

3 .. At 9.23 in the manuscript a word clearly bafffed Mrs. Mefville. She put an X ip the m;ugin, and 
' left a blank, in which she later insel1ed the word-"brain.~ 'c • • • 1 r, · , • 1 I .. , 

4. At 9.27 in the manuscript is a clear instance of Mrs. Melville's omitting words that Melville 
restored as he proofread her copy. She copied "you ring it you but touch it and you find '; he later 
inserted "need not' before "ring' and added a comma after both the first and the second "it.' 

5. At 10.12-1~ in the manuscript Mrs. Melville copied "Buckingham' [these close quotes are in the 
' manuscript) this sort of rant inttoduced by some other hand bririg down the house those.' Mel· 

• ville crowded in ·an exclamation point between "Buckingham" 'and the>following double 1uot•5: 
• added a comma after "rantt Inserted "interlined" in place of "Introduced," marked out some 

and altered "other" to "another," added a comma after "hand " added (or traced over) the S In 
~- "brings," and added a comma-dash afte,."house," but no separ;ting punctuation'before "this}, 1 

6. At 10.21 in the manuscript Mrs. Melville copied "Though the issues of the dark characters ; m 
Melville's hand "issues• is marked out and replaced with "mouths' (with no doubtful •x• In the 
margin). ,,: • , 11 , , , . 1 1. •'l i11.,.u , .. ,r· 111 

1 1
' 

7. In October Sophia Hawthorne•wrole to her ,ister Elizabeth Peabody: ftte (Melvill~) told me 
that the Review was ~oo earele~sly written-that he dashed it off in.great haste & d,d not 'r 
the proof sheets, & that there was one'Provoking mistake in ii. Instead of'the same madness 0 

· truth' i~shouldbe"th~sanemadn,~softruth." 1 I! itiJf:.,I• J1) ,·, J 11. u 11 • • •• , ~ ' 
1
ed 

8. At 11.7 m the manuscr,pt Mrs. Melville copieclo~divinely"•then-~t once realized her error, mar; 
~u! "divi~ely' an_d J n. the same !ine added "dimly-discerned' (which Melville later alt•'.'., 

10 

d1mly-d1Scernable - a misspelling corrected in LW),n, L' ,,l ~"'· , " , .. , • " ·I 

HAWr1-toR111e 
AND lirs M 

f , ossEs 
·d ol do, or re rained frorn d . 

d• 11 J'k d9 01ng F 
1111 d to fly J e a sacre . whited . • or in th· 551 
fol'e )i111pses will she reveal hers:e rn t~e wooJs World of lies 
~~g gf the great Art of Telling th If, as rn Sh I. lands; and 1' Truth is 

IO LI. 2 f err th a"-'S~e 01} y by ,ers snatcues. ti , l ,. , ,1 ,, 1 u ,--ev are and h cun. 
JbY . f h , .,, ,; en tho h ot erlll ,~ if this view o t e all-popular ." .. " ug it be cov as-
911t. d ifvery-few who I . Shakes..... i1-, cnly, 
...letS, an . exto hun: h ,,,ate be se(d . 

~- -nly have seen htm on the trick ' ave--ever read h· OllJ taken by h: 
~

0 h' b Ystage 1. h· Ill} d , 1s 11"1"-;na him JS mere mo renown) if r ' ,w tch alo eepJy or .,._ jki,-e, • , I - rew ne lllad ' ( .,.,r. 
,,,-- i for.the spmtua truth as it is . men have r c1 and is sru 
... )ate, • th t • , in that gr lllle,,or"" . I r:-. of 5urpnse a m a,conternpo ,. eat genlu . . .... hence or -....tter I ' 1 ra,.eous s,-1t i h , 
JIIP" 115,yet, a most utter y mistaken age, Nathan· I s; t en,. no 

fPSII, " th • among m LJ re liawth 
• . t al'IJl•cha1r m e noisy town, or some en. oere and ther . orne is 
iflie ntain!i, he may be appreciated for sorne~~~p "!OOk among thee, I~ some 
~ peare, .. who was forced. to the •ng of what he . 

8
noiseless 

~ f contrary is. ut u l'k ul.orne, (either rom simple disinct· . course by1 cj,.,, n t e 
aawu• h , I •nation • I ,,umstanc 
.t.ains from,all t e popu arizing noise and h ,,ore se frolll inapt· des, 
II"•-- d . ' s owofb d 1tu e) , .. ...AAted trage y; content w1th1the still ri h roa farce, and blood 
~ d h' h - d £ ' c Utterari f -. iepase, an V: JC sen s ew thoughts into circ ce~ o a great intellect 
~zed at his large warm lungs, and expanded i~~n, except they be 

Nor need you fix. upon that blackness in hi . if _ is ~nest heart. 
.' , __ J wilJlall ,readers discern it, for it is mostll11\. '.t suit yo11 not. Nor 
illoec,u, • ~ d • ' Y, insinuat d Id h ' • y best. understan 1t, and account for it· it , b e t ose who1 
1118 • • • ' 15 not o truded one alike. 1,!o ?,. ,?.11: ri~ : : ,r;w 1i t!iw,J.I, £, ~i .· u _ _. upon, every 
.i·Some may -start to .read of Shakespeare and H~,,th - r·t '· ,.,, •. 
• • th ·if ')I w orne on the page, They ma~ .say1 . at a~ 1 ustration were needed, a lesser r;.L. ~e 

ha¥e sufficed to eluc1dat.eoth1s. Hawthome,,this small man of "5'"- might 
'llin I • f th h • yesterday. But I~ not;• WJ g y, one. o os~ w o, as touching Shakes 

1 exemplify the maxim of Rochefoucauld, 3 that "we exalt th:;:retat. east,£ 
d d h f h 

,, pu alion o 
~IIJet in. or er to ~~res~ t ijt, o ot ers ;-w~o, to teach all noble-souled 
aspirants th~! t~ere 1s n? ~ope for t~em, pronounce Shakespeare abso­
lu~y unapproac~a.ble. ,Bui,s~_akespea,e has been approached. There m 
minds th~ ·have gone ~s far as Shakespeare into the universe. And hardly a 
ioortal', 1.11an; who; at: some' t'i!11~-or Of her;' h~s ,11ot felt as great thoughts in 
him as any you will find1in Hamlet. We must not·inferentially malign man­
kind fa~ ~he ~a~e·,9.f a~f.?he'_i;p~n,·.~n,?~Y~r he ~ay be, 'This is too cheap a 
purchase of aontentment fon.consciou& mediocrity, to make. Besides, this 
absolute and unconditional adoration of Shakespeare has grown to be a 
~rt of our A~glo Si!XO~ sup~"r.stiti~n:. Jne Thirty-Nine, Articles ~e now 
" ,11.· 1 i.'J' 'I 1rn/ .,, Ji J.u,,l , O -u~lq tt.J'~' n I' rtL 1)1 ·r ~ ,,, :,' 1"."' •• • 

•: I '')( l,j , .... , ... ,. 1, /J ' I h .. , .. •1•; J hll N h,,1· •· ... ,11.1 ,u. I ,.r/, ~~': ,, 1
' ,rtJ :11 

' ,., i• .1· ,, I It 'U.J lo ~•t.' I ,, • • fl' "'-U '.I '16.<t '1',t ti,,.•- ·' --m· .\).. i ~fl ii,,._!·:, •:1, r' ,,_.i,· 

'II s· h '(I 756) Parur introduced the 9, Mrs, Melville wrote "sc~red.' In HeNJ/pn Melv, "A ,iogr'lf' / • 
1 

of John Dryden's 
emendation of "~acr'ed white doe'' ins/~q of "icared wHite )doe /~t •n~~;d,worth's 'White 

., 'milk-white Hind"'in "The Hind'and' )he Panther' (1687 an hi•: '1'he Whiteness of the 
Doeof Rylstone' (1807). In the thj;d paragraph of f h, 4: •: ft!olry_· ~t \i 12 in the manuscript 
Whale,' see lhe passage o~ the "sacred White Dog of I d ";;"0~:h an ,i in the margin, J,ater 
Mrs, Melville copied "Truth is' (ound" and1 recorded her, •~ t wt -
sh, marked out "found' and inserted "forced.', . ,, '"') and altered the i~p0ssible,reading 

I. Melville himself added a comma after •~erself (h~• ll:15 . d' ate Mrs, Me!villewasunct~ 
•otherwritels" to '"othe; masters" (there iS no X at this,pa1,nt t?m ic , 
lain about what she copied), " ' ' ' ,;: ,n ·• •',dash afte 'Truth.• In ,\he follow· 

l. In I i.16 Melville altered "art"' to "Art" and inserted a comh~ah d to •e'~rowded in. ' h , 
in)' LJ • " I " enthoug ti 3 ' •, d'' • wof uman 

3 g me •.\C 1nser\ed a comm~ after covert Y, ev • h noted for the ,m vie , 
' Francois de la Rochefoucau!a (1613-1680), French ?."1 or ~- ,,,. , 111 , ,ti. 
n t • '_ · · ,- "'1• ~ I ~~~~in ~if,Moral Reflec~lq~ ~i~axim1t 1f,,,. ,,..,, u 1, :•1 'J r 1 

,,1 1. , 
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Forty.4 Intolerance has come to exist in this matter. You rnust b 1· 
Shakespeare's unapproachability, or quit t~~ country. But what :~;ve it1 

belief is this for an American, a man who IS bound to carry t of a 
11 • L'c ? B 1· repub1· 

progressiveness into Literature, as we as mto He e 1eve rne f . 1cari 
• c • Sh k th· d , ' rny riend that men not very much m1enor to a espeare, are is ay Dein b s, 

the banks of the Ohio.5 And the day will come, when you shal om ori 
reads a book by an Englishman that is a modern?6 The great rnist ksay Who 
to be that even with those Americans who look forward to the ca ~ seellls , 01111n 
great literary genius among us, they somehow fancy he will co _g of a 
costume of Queen Elizabeth's day,-be a writer of dram~s foun~et the 
old English histoTY or the tales of Boccaccio, Whereas; great gen'e Upori •• ,, h . d !Uses 
Parts of the times· they themselves are t e limes; an possess a c are ' . . orres 
dent coloring. It is of ,a piece with the Jews, who while their Sh •1 h Pon. 
meekly walking in their streets, were still praying for his· magnific~:t \Vas 
ing; looking for him in a chariot, who was already among them on colll, 
Nor must we forget, that, in his own life-time, Shakespeare was not;~ as~. 
speare, but only Master William Shakespeare o~ the shrewd, thriving b:~~­
ness firm of Condell, Shakespeare & Co., proprietors of the Globe Th 1

•. 

in London; and by a courtly author, 'of the name of Greene,7 was hoot e;tre 
as an "upstart crow" beautified "with other birds: feathers.'' For1 m:rt' 
well, imitation is often the first charge brought agamst real originality. Wht 
this is so, there is not space to set forth here, You must have plenty of Y 
room to tell the Truth in;-especially, when it seems to have' an, aspec:eaf 
newness, as America did in 1492, though it was then just as old and 

0 

. . h'l ' per-haps-older than Asia, only those sagac10us p 1 osophers, •the common sail-
ors, had never seen it before; swearing it was all water and,mqonshine the 
: Now, I do not say that Nathaniel of Salem is a greater than William :f 
Avon, or as great. But the difference betweenithe two men is by no means 

. ' I I. t J • i • • t, n,,,11 1.· 1. •· , ••(, ,, , ~ •1'' Jt ,c ,·.,J1c11 •<,.:·1.n,1 . r " 1t ;i~ii,,,'J 

' ', l • 
4. cThe Church of England's Articles of Faith issued in !'551 aiid 1553, acc\.ptance of whicfi ·' 
. obligatory for its clergy. The phrase came to refer to any such basic list•o.fi beliefs. , , . is 
t Duyckinck toned this down to "that men not very muc~ inf~~ior to Shakespeare a~e b~l~~bi,;~'. 

on the banks of the Ohio." See Parker (I. 757) for an analysis of the way Melville wu charac-' 
, teristically twisting the words of his unnamed source, here Maurice Morgann, famous in late; 

18th-century London for his,"Essay on the Dramatic Character of Sir John Falstaff,': in which 
'he celebrates the majesty of Shakespeare's language by saying that Shakespeare's words w<luld 

, .resound in the Appalacian mountains and on "the banks of the Ohio,'' long after Shakespeare's 
critics and edit~rs and Voltaire and the very French language had been forgotten. Melville knew. 
a~ he wrote that ·a man capable of writing a mighty book in tlie tradition of Shakesp'ear,e, Had 

<, been·bom in the United States three decades earlier a stone's throw from a great bay.and tw~ 
.. tjyers, th,EastandtheHudson, , 1 ,.J ·, 

1
• : 1• i''L,· I , .,, 1i , ·: , ,., _. IJ • ,,,· ,t,. 

6. A reversal of the contemptuous putdown of American works by the Scottish criuc Sydney Smilh 
(1771- 1845) in the Edin&urgh Review (January 1820): "In the four quarters of the globe, who 
reads an American book? Or goes to an American play? Or looks at an American picture or 
statue?" In the nexl decades American critics and writers contested this dismissal of their lit· 
erature. Here, by praising Hawthorne, Melville prepares for recognition of the greatness of his 
whaling book then in progress. 11 1 , , , .. . , • , 

7, Melville's manuscript has "Chettle" here. lt ·was not the publishe~ He~ry Ch'ettle but the play· 
wright Robert Greene who, in A Croatsirorth of Wit (1592) thus maligned the young Shakespeare. 

1
However, Melville's writing "Chettle" is not a simpl~ error (see Parker 1.705, 739,1 758). In 
Thomas Powell's Living Authors of Ameri,:a (1850) ,¥elville had read in the chapter on Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow a theory of literary inAuence: "Imitation has been 'charged on all poetsi 
and we know that the indignation of Robert Green[e] was so soured by the appropriation~ 0 

Shakspeare, that he denounced him 'as a jay strutting about in our feathers, and fapcying him· 
, self as the only Shal<Scene of the country.' This charge is always more or less true of a young 

a~thor, and it is in the very nature of things.'' Every poet, Powell had concluded, "comment 
with more or less of some predominant mind the most assimilant to his own.'' Melrille as~ 
knew John Payne Collier's edition of Shakespe~re that contained a "Life," in which Paine en~11; 
ciated the theory that Chettle was the author of A Croatsworth of Wit a lheory that Melvi II 
may have accepted a nil 'combined with Powell's ideas about originality and imitation, Like ~owe ' 
Melville is careless with the epithet in Croatsworth: "an upstart crow, beautified with our 
feathers." 

H Awrtto11NE ANo Ii 
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• 0ssEs 
urable. Not a , very great d 
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. to<>, I mean, that -if Shakes ' , athanie[ w 
fh1\.,e and he is sure to be su Peare has n L ere verily 
. .Id u .. , ' II d' rpassed , ot ueen 

fJ' ' ·U it at a o to say, that the , in one h . equalled . 
~ WI lost that fresh charm Whichhrld is &ettin Cintsphere or ;te th, 
,rid hast poets of past, times made ths e Wore of o[dg &rey and &riziledother. 

gres Id • erns I ' and I-.. . e now iJte rhe wor IS as young toda e Ves What uy Virtue of .. J. ' I 
.w sO· d • • Y, as wh . We este .. n,ch 
,,.,. morning ew is as wet to my feet en it Was ere em them to b 
r#'t been all over ransacked by ou ' as Eden's dew lated; and this V, e. 
.i 1ure . c h· t proge . oAda , er-
1,8 ysteries rem am mr t 1s latter g nitors, 80 th ms. Nor h 
-~ fll b eneratio at no n as 

sP"thspart has not yet eeri said•,and II h n lo.find. Farf ~Wcharrns 
6011 h • ' a I at h b rom it Th 

nues to w at remams to be said 1 . as een'said b • e tril-
.t.- ave • I h • I 1, not r ut m I . 
P'" dance of matena t at seems to 1·n so rnuch pa , u ltplies 
L"fl . capacit uc1ty 
'"" t America then prize and cherish he . ate modern auth , as super-

(..e • a be r Wliters· y 1 ors. 
'flieY are-.not so ma~y m num r, as to exhaust h ' ea, et her glorify ' 

good kith and kin Qf her own, to take to h ~ &ood-lViU. And wh·\he;, 
~1, ... res upon the household of an alien Fer beso'.11, let her not la.,/ he sh e 
oiw•- . , • or h • ••S er 
_r,,., all is , in many thmgs, an alien to us CL, h eve tt or not Engl d 
II"' ' ' h • •una as an , 

for us than,s e. But even were there O u more boweJs9 of 1 ~ . o. ,lawthorne rea 
,111.lttier no Irvmg,-no Bryant, no Dana no C0o no Emerson no 
".,.... ' r no • • JtheJ'Dashes", but the author of the "Belfry p~ "tllis (not the author 
.L ..... and others of like calibre among us ne~eortnh 

1 
were there none of 

-" • · h ' e eess letA , .nise mediocrity even,1m er own children her h ' menca first ,.-- , 1ore s e Praises (t 
...s.-. merit demands acknowledgment from every ) the b or every .. 
..,,,....,, ' f h 1a di one estexcell 
ill the children,o any ot er . n • Let her own authors 1 .o1, h e~ce 

• t' I h 1 ' -,,1 ave the pnor-ltv of apprec1a 10n, , ,was muc p eased with a hot-h d d . 
., f • h . 'd "If he ea e Carohna (OISin o mme, w o once sa1 ,- t re were no other .a. __ • 

• ' ··h h . • I Id rnm:ncan to stand 
by jn1Uterature,-::-,w y, ,t en; wou stand by Pop Em'in d h' 
' ' d 'll b . ons an IS 'Fredoniad, 2• an ti a etter. ep1cr came along, swear it was not fa 

behind the 'Jliad'.'! Take :away the words, and in spirit he was sowvi very ,r, 
, Not that American gepius needs patronage in order to expand. For th~ 

eiplosive sort of stuff 'will,expand though screwed up in a vice, and burst it,, 
!hough it were triple steel. ·It js,for the nation's sake, and not f<l' her authors''. 
sake, that I would have ,America be heedful of the increasing greatness 
among her writers. For how great the shame, if other nations should be 
:,.1 111 .. {,•·;n , 1~'.t'_I 'l' .. .a l 'r \ J:11 lr H .. i'l'Jd · J;t_,: , ... ;IJ 1',i' I •11 1 ,··,:Jj 1, n1 

I • ' 'I · ' ' • l ' • 
1.'At 151t28 in the man~;cripl is

0

on; 0£ Mrs. Mel;ille'! more striking mismd/rig\ A ~•ey F~ntX 
• In 1he margin signals her doubt about "hrilliant part -and she has mark«! out, brilliant-and 
,. lnser1ed the correct "trillionth." "' 0 1 ' , , • ,: m' ,··, , ·, •;1 

l Melville corrected "bowels" from his wife's misreading. "bonds," , rd ( hi • ·r.- hand)' 
I. Here the manuscript wording is restored over LW. Melville's &rst wo il In J;~ 1 t -.. 
, WII ' no Hawthornes Emersons WhilliFrs-Danas Cooptn"; he revised an cu.pa• w~:is\ lOI 
, Hawthorne no Emerson no Whittier, no Irving, no Bryant, no 0;n• no : p<::,. or ihese 

the author of the 'Dashes', but the author of the 'Belfrey _Pigeont ~ 7~':,ed~ri1yeven,.,, _: 
•nd others of like calibre among us, nevertheless, let Amenca

1
fin P f LW so that the passage 

Duyckinck lined out the names and reworded in more generj tefm~ 0i:,,.e for us than she. But 
bas been long known in this form: "China has more bow• s O rhe re some dozen II least; "'° were there no strong literary individualities among us, as I h'ldren • , , ., , 
DeVtrlheless, let America first 4>raise mediocrity,even, i~ her own i' k~n ror',;,;lks ~ the Boston 

L 'Pop" Emmons is a result of Melville's con£usion.,As a child he wa_s ••ire's ,,and a1 which hesold 
Common where a local orator, William Emmons, kept a tn%'"i°8;1 recalled as 7• dele<t~ 
wha1 the Portland Maine Daily Advertiser, on Novem eb . •' t •p~ Emmon~• In the st> 
he.trage known jn' those d~ys as 'egg pop," hence the sou nqh~ch he would willingly ~ t, 

' Emmons also kept for ,sale copies of his patriotic orations, w about nawl baules In t • war 
When Melville later saw the four-volume nationalis1ic epic poem bered but 1he p00m was aclu· 
ol 1812, The Fredoniad he assumed it was by the man he remem ' , .,. ' 
•llyby Pop,Emmons's brother Richar.d Emmons.,, "1 1 

• 

-
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before her in crowning her heroes of the pen. But this .is I 
' • d • a llio case now. American authors have receive more JUSt and disc . . st th . . 1 1 . , . r111i1 e 

Praise (however loftily and nd1cu ous Y given, m certain C'ases) 11atin 
• • Th eve11 f & some Englishmen, than from the.r ·own countrymen. ere are ha tolli 

critics in· America• ,·and several of them are asleep.r.As for 'p' atr rd\y 1)11 ' . • h' , . . onaoe . e 
the American author wlto now patronizes, is country, ,and not h· 1 <> , ll•i 

. • ' I h ls co s him. And if at times .some among them appea to t e -people for lltitry 
ognition it is not,always with selfish motives, but patriotic onesi :1:0 te tet., 

Ii: is t;ue ·.that but few of them -as yet have evinced that decid ·d ·' 
• i • h ' ' , f I . e 3 . • nality which merits ·great praise. Butt at grace u writer,> who P h 0 t1gi. 

all Americans has received the most ·plaudits ftom his own co e~ aps of 
his >productions,-'-that very popular and amiable writer, however untry for 

• " . h' h' f • good self-reliant 'in imany things, pernaps owes 1s c 1e • reputatio 'and 
self-acknowledged imitation ofa foreign-model; and to the studtdto the 

h ' B • • b " e avo·d ance of all topics but 'Smoot ones-. ut 1t ts• etter· to ,ail in ori i . _1 • 
than to' succeed in imitation: He!.who has never ·failed somewh g nahty, 
man can not be great. ·Failure' is the true test of greathesss.rAn:r~ _that 
said, that •continual success is• a proof -that ·ti man wisely, kno it ~e 
powers,-it is .only ,to be added, that, iitd:hat· case; he ·km>ws the:s his 
small. Let us believe it, then;;once for-·alli that there is 1no h.1pe for to ~e. 
these1,smooth pleasing writers \hat know their powers:.. Without m ~~ in, 
out to· speak the·· p\ain fact; they but furnish• an appendix to Golds~'.~~/ 
and-other English, authors.'-And we·want no American Goldsmiths" 

1 
,, 

we want ,no American Miltons. It.were the vilest .thing you could•say' nafy': 
• • • er k o a 

true.American author;- that he were an Amencan• ,omp ins.4 Call him, : 
American, and. have done; .for·you can notrsay•a ·nobler 'thing of him.: 
But it is not meant that all Americai:i ,writers should studiously cleave to 
nationality in their writings;:; only,this; 'iio American writer should write 
like an Englishman, or a Frenchman; let him twrite• like a man/ forrthen 
he'will be sure to write like an1Americari1;Let us•away with thi!i-leaven of 
literary flunkyism towardJ England.: If either must· play the .flunky in thisi 
thing, let England do it; not us: While we are rapidly. preparing fot that 
political 'supremacy among the nations, which ·prophetically awaits us at 
the close•of the present century; in a literary·point> of-view,. we -are deplor­
ably unprepared-for- it; and we seem 's.tudious· to Temain' so•: Hitherto, rea-· 
sons 1might, have existed why ,this should be; but·,no good reason !!Xists 
now. And all that is requisite to amendment in this matter, is simply this: 
that, while .fr~~ly !lcknowledging,all rxcellen~e, everywhere, we should 
refrain from· unduly lauding foreign writers, and, at the same time, duly 
recognize the meritorious writers that are pur own;...:_those' w d~ers'iwho 
breathe·that unshackled, democratic.spirit of Christianity in all things1 
~ .~i<:.h ~~~ ~like~ the practic~l lead in thif w?r~d, though a,t the'~~me ti;,e 

-'• •l}(::•fl i:•, l~-.: ;~'1 ~ i;:", .'., 
1

,'J•••••••l•.':.:,:1:~ I 
1

,
1
J • "/'. '~•

1

1:•:: .• . , .• ·' 

3. •An X in the margirl at 16.10 indicates Mrs. Melville'~ un~ertainty. She left o space after "••Y~1 

• ,have," and.later filled it in with "'evinced." It appears that "-decide d" was also added later, but it 

may not have been. 1 • -,~1 1. , · 11 1, , rri , 1 , , • , l 
4 . Melville substit,~ted ""'Tomi_,kins" for wha! _he first wrote, 14 Milton.'' Me lville means "en\ c:: 
n , Dick, or Harry, an American Anybody, Judging from William M a kepeace Thackeray hat 
1
' te mporary usage in an unpleasant comment about Charlotte Bronti! be fore he r marriage, c 

·J I she neede d ~•some Tomkins or another to love her and be in love with ." ' '"' ··.' h' :~"-
5. ··At 17.7 in the•manuscript Mrs. Melville copied "studiously cleave to nationality mt e~siao 

• J leaving a space about as long as that taken up by the word,i'write rs" in the line above. Theh I had 
-i,, erase d X in the margi~, but the space l,s ·not filled in. Presumably the e rased X m~ ns that; l: nger 

1 
• thought that th~re"m1g_ht b~ a1?;other word in the manuscript; she -may have. left a. m~~ time· 
space a nd filled m natlonahty, though that word does not appear to be a dded at.a lat 

H"-w-rlio11 
Nt:: ANI) l-f1s 1\1 

, ' I ..._ osst s by ourse v.es • us Americans 
le:ugh it come~ to us graceful and let us hold( 555 
th, inality, though, at first , it be fragrant as t~ contemn all . 
or•~ if any of our authors fail crabbed and i' lllorning• ~rnitation 
!oP husiastic Carolina cousin '1 or seem lo 'fairg has our o~n . foster alt 
e~t against all Europe for his et ~s clap him ,ot ehn, in the w~nde knots. 
hlll'I · h· second nt eh r s ofrn 

int of view,. t 1s matter of a natio _round. The s oulder, and b Y 
P~ h us that in some sense we m naJ hterature h truth is, that . ack 
wit ' f b Ust tu b as corn in our 

Periority so ar eyond us, that We rn ullies els . he to such a Pas 
su can h d ' e t e d . s And now, my countrymen, as an ex I ar ly say it w·1 ay is lost or 

(oodi--an unimitating; 'and, perh ce ~ent author of 1 1 ever be ou:s. 
b I aps, 1n h· ' Yourow fl 

ho"' better can commend to you· . h • 1s way . an . . n esh and 
w ... • f h ' in t e fi I ' tn1rnitabl 
th rne He 1s one; o t e. new, and Ear b rst p ace than N e man-

o • b ' h , etter ' atha • I ell .of your eec es, a~cl hemlocks is u ge~eration of }'our ~te Haw. 
Sfl1 in his soul; and if you•ttavel awayiinl po~ h111r; your OWn b wr~ers, The. 
;: will hear the far roar of his Niagara a~~ into his deep and ~~~I prairies, 

the glad duty of acknowledging him for ~h1avleh•no~ over to future oe':.e_ nraatt~re, 
• t' d • e 1s Tak h " ion,; in your own genera 10n; an so shall ,he feel th • et at joy to Yourself 

.L.t may possibly prompt him to the full fl osfe grateful impulses in b· ' 
u.- A db owero som ill tm, ment in your eyes-. n y confessing hun h e st greater achieve~ 
brac'e the whole brotherhoo&,For·genius' y~lu t ereby confess'oth~you• 

• d ' h k f • ' a over the wo Id 
ID
• ,hand, an ones oc :o Tecognition runs th h I r , stands hand 

• f H h e;w O e ci I ;.(n treating o awt orne, or rather of Hawth . ~c e round. , , ~ 
~· orne in h1s · · never saw•the man;· and in the chances·of a qui· t 

1 
. wntmgs (for I 

• • h h e P antation life fiom•his, aunts, per. aps never shall) in treating of h· k , remote 
thus'far,oinitted alhm'entibn of -ni~ "Twice Told Tai lll.:or ds~ 1 say, I have: 
~ Both are excl!llentt. but full of such manifold,~ an Sdcadiffur!et ~t-
, ' h • • ' Id II b " · nge an nve I,eautjes, t at tnne·wou a ut· rn1l me1 to point the half of th 
But,fhe11e ·are. things in. those·twq-books,_which, had they been w::~ 
Bngla~_a:cent~ry ago; NathanieLHawthome had utterly displaced many 
of,the·bright na~e~·we ?ow.r~vere_ on-authority. But I am content to leavt!f 
Hawthorne to.h1mself;·and to the mfallible finding of posterity; and bow~ 
ever great'may be the praise I have bestowed upon him, I feel, ,that in so 
doingr l ,h~ve mdre. served and honored:myself, than him. For, at bottoin,' 
great excellence is praise· enough to itself; but the feeling of a sincere.and. 
appreciative •lc;ive and admiration ·towards it, this is relieved by utteranre;· 
and warm, honest praise ever leaves,a pleasant flavor in the mouth; and it 
is an honorable thing to confess to' what,is honorable in other~ ,;,~ '· 
·,,But ,I cannot leave ,my sul:iject yet. No man can read a fine author, and. 
relish him to his very bones, while he,reads, wi,thout subsequently f?ncY': 
ing to himself some ideal image of the niari and his mind. And if you nghtl)i 
I h h h' If has·some• ook for it you will almost always find that t e aut or imse . 

h ' • F ts (whether m prose or w ere furnished you with his own picture. or poe f h •1 •the 
verse), being pa.inters of Nature,. are like their brethren° • t eb peknec;;hed,: 

. I , d f ('kenesses to e s true portrait-painters, who; •in the mu titu e O .1 they paint them 
do • • • h . , d • , II high instances•, not•mVanably omit t e1r own; 11.n m a . th· g that would 

'th • 'th lurkmg some m • WI outanyvanity1 though,,attimes,wJ a . . . ,t,' ·, . ,., , 
take several pages to properly define. ., 1:· • d • ·, .' h ~he ~an personally, 

I submit it then to those best acquamte whit and to himself, 
h ' ' • I H t orne;-w ether ,the '·following is not Nathame aw h perofhismind,,-

wh • ~t etem ether,somethirig involved in it.does not expres k not a finder yet:-
th t I d 'd a see er, a asting temper of a ll true, can 1 men-

-
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"A man now entered in neglected attire, with the asp ' ect of 
but somewhat too rough-hewn and brawny fo~ a scholar. His f a thin 
of sturdy vigor, with some finer and keener attribute beneath· thee was ~er, 
at first , it was tempered with the glow of a large, warm h ' 

0

ugh h Ill! 
force enough to heat his powerful intellect through a:;rt, Which ~sh 
advanced Lo the Intelligencer, and looked at him with a I 

th
rough, ad 

stern sincerity, that perhaps few secrets were beyond its s g ance of lie 
'"I seek for Truth,' said he." , , • ,. c~pe, , , 

stl

ch 
I 

• • • 
.,., c h have elapsed since writing the foregoing I h. • 
1 wenty-,our ours d . • ave • 
returned from the hay mow, charged more an ~ore with love and lllst 

t. f H thorne For I have just been gleaning through the "~• adll\i •. 
ra 10n o aw • h h d . "'0ss • k" ny thi"ngs here and there t at a previously esc es,• pie mg up ma . . aped 
And I found that but to glean after this man, is better than to be in at Ille, 
harvest of others, To be frank (though, perhaps, rather foolish), ndtw·the 
standing what I wrote yesterday of these Mosses, I had not then ith. 
them all· but had nevertheless, been sufficiently sensible of th culled 

' ' · d"d 'r h • fi • h • e sub11 essence, in them, as to write as I 1 • 10 w at m mte eight of lovi e 
wonder and admiration I may yet be borne, when by repeatedly b ng 
ting on these Mosses I shall have thoroughly incorporated thei:nbet­
stuff into my being,..'...that, I can not tell. But -already I feel tha~ th~e' 
Hawthorne has dropped germinous seeds into my soul. He expand 18 

deepens down, the more I contemplate him; and further, and fu 
8 

hand 
1 d . ·th h ·1 f rt er shoots his strong New-Eng an roots mto e ot sm o my Southern ' 

By careful reference to the "Table of €ontents," I now find, that I h:~~ 
gone through all the sketches; but that when I yesterday wrote, I had 
at all read two particular pieces, to which I now desire to call sp/

01

1 
1 " d "" G d B " cia attention,-''A Se ect Party, an 1oung oo man rown . . Here 'b . 

f . , 1 f . ' e rt 
said to all those whom this poor ugitlve scraw o mme may tempt td th 
perusal of the "Mosses," that they must on no account suffer themselv~ 
to be trifled with, disappointed, or deceived by the triviality of many,of 
the titles to these Sketches. For in more than one instance, the title utterly 
belies, the piece. It is as if rustic,demijohns containing the very best and 
costliest of Falernian and Tokay, were labeled "Cider," "Perry," and "Elder­
berry Wine." The truth seems to be, that like many other geniuses, this 
Man of Mosses takes great delight in,hoodwinking the world,-at least, 
with respect to himself. Personally, I doubt not, that he rather prefers to 
oe generally esteemed but a so-so sort of author; being willing to reserve 
the thorough and acute appreciation of what he is, to that party most qua~ 
ified to judge-that is, to himself. Besides, at the bottom of their natures, 
men like Hawthorne, in many things, deem the plaudits of the public such 
strong presumptive evidence of mediocrity in the. object of them, that it 
would in some degree render them doubtful of their own powers, did they 
hear much and vociferous braying concerning them in the public pastures. 
True, I have been braying myself (if you please to be witty enough, to have 
it so) but then I claim to be the first that has so brayed in this particular 
matter; and therefore, while pleading guilty,to the charge, still claim all 
the merit due to originality. . ., , . 1 . 11 , ,,,. I 

,But with whatever motive, playful or profound, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
has chosen to entitle his pieces· .in the manner he has, it is certain, that ,· 

'')'I ·1 I I , 

HAWrttoRN£ 
.-\No 1-1 

. is MossEs 
f them are directly' cal 1 e o k" cu ated sorfl perficial s 1mmer of page ..,.. to dee . 557 

.~ su f II s. 10 b d e1ve.._ 
w' cheer u y say, that two of th e ownri h egregious! 
iet rfle yed reader than myself• dese titles d'gd t and cand·dy deceive_ 

(e-e ' an th I dol f i one 
e~Sh a sense of the great depth and b at, too, afte e ully dupe n e more, 
\l'lt name of thunder'! (as the readth of th· r I had been . o less an 
iO thhe1'n the name ofithunder" wcoouuldntry-people sa1s ~merican ~:npr;Wssed 
• ~ o d ' anr • Y 1n th· · h , ''Young Goo man Brown"'? ~ ic1pa1e an is nei&hbo h o 
tie~ pie little ,tale( intended as ou Would of co: marvel in a pie; ood), 

s1JJ1 • d a suppl rse sup e en11. 
e h eas it 1s eep as Dante· nor ernent to ,,.. Pose that it w 
ti/ er ' • h. ' can y \'.>ood T as ' uthor m 1s own words-"It • ou finish it . Y wo Shoe " 
he a r f • " is Your ' Without d s. t deep myste y o sin.' And with ), s to Penetrat . a dressing 

the suit of his Puritan wife, you cry ou~~ng Goodrnan, e;~n ~very bosom, 

~ur "Fai~h! '' sh~uted Go~dma' n· Br , I~ Your anguish,_' in allegorical 
, ". own • 

,. ation; and the echoes of the t 'in a voice of ago 
• faith!" as if bewildered J retch:rest rnocked him t .and ~esper-

d • ,., •• •· , s Were seek' h ' rying- Fa1"th' ·J erness. 1ng er II h • 
WI , , , , tr , , • • , • a t rough the 

Now this same piece, entitled "Young G d • . , 
1 ' that I had not all read yesterday· and 1°

0

11 rnan Brown," is one f h 
twO h • .. ' audetoit Ote 
• itself, sue a strong positive illustration of th bl now, because it is 
inbich I.had assumed from the mere occasio alt h ackness in Hawthorne' 
VI f h h k h na s adow r · ' • several o t e· ot er s etc es. But had 1 . s O 11, as revealed 
IP B " I h Id h previously pe d " 
Goodman rown, ,!· s ou ave been at no p . ruse Young 

• h ams to draw th 
hich I came to, at a time, w en I was ignora 

I 
h e conclusion 

VI • d "fi n t at the b k . ' ne such direct an unquali ed manifestation f .1 °0 contained 
o h • fh · c o1. I 

The ot er piece o t e two re1erred to, is entitled "AS I • " ' . 
in my first simplicity upon originally taking hold of 

1
~ ec~ Pt,rty, whi'."1, 

!DUSI treat of some pumpkin-pie party in Old Sale e 00 I fancied 
C C d Wh b I m, or some Chowder Party on ape o • ereas, y a 1 the gods of Peed 1 -1 • h 
• h" h h b . ee. I IS I e sweetest and sublunest t mg t at as een written since Spenser w 

I 
N h 

h• • S h . ro e-. ay, t ere is not mg m penser t at surpasses 1t, perhaps nothing th 
I 

al . 
h . h' . d . . ., , a equ s 1t. And t e test 1s t 1s: rea any canto m . The Faery Queen" and th ead 

'A Select Party,'/' and decide which pleases vou the most -tha• I is' ifen r . . . , , , youare 
qualified to Judge. Do not be fnghtened at this; for when Spenser was 
alive, he was thought of very much as Hawthorne is now,-was generally 
accounted just such a "gentle" harmless man. It may be, that to common 
eyes, the sublimity of Hawthorne seems lost in his sweetness,-as perhaps 
in this same "Select Party" of his; for whom, he has builded so august a 
dome of sunset clouds, and served them on richer plate, than Belshazzar's 
when he banquetted his. lords in Babylon. • 0J -·- r • 

, But my chief business now, is to point out a particular page in this 
piece, having reference to an honored guest, who under the-name of"The 
Master Genius" but ih the guise "of a young man of poor attire, with no 
insignia of rank or acknowledged eminence," is introduced to the Man ~f 
Fancy, who is the giver of the feast. Now the page having reference to this 
"Master Genius" so happily expresses much of what I yesterday,wrote, 
touching the co~ing of the literary Shiloh of America, that I canno_t bu~ 
he charmed by the coincidence; especially, when it shows such a pantydo 
'd 1 'ke Hawthorne an a 1 eas, at least, in this one point, between a man 1 

man like me. 
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A d h I h W out another conceit of mine touching tL. 
n ere, et me t ro II h' 111s I\ 
Sh.1 h "M t Genius !' as Hawthorne ca s 1m. May it n lliet· can I o , or as er 1 • d . ot b 1. 

th. d' . d has not been, ts not, an never will be i'nd e,1L 
1s comman mg mm . . d d ' ivid ~at 

d I d . e man? And would 1t, m ee , appear so unr' llall eve ope m any on fl . ea8 t 
to suppose, that this great fullness and over ow1_ng may, bei or Otiab1, 
destined to be shared by a plurality of men of genms? Surely, to t1ay ~ 
very greatest ~xample on record, Sh~kespea~e ~annot be regarde~ e the 
himself the concretion of all the,genms of his· time;• nor as so irn as i~ 
ably beyond Marlowe Webster, Ford, Beaumont, Jonsoh,ithat th llleas11r. 
men can be said to sh~re none of his power? For one, I cohceiv.e thse &teat 
were dramatists in Elizabeth's day, between whom and Shakesp at there 
distance was by no means great. Eet anyone, hitherto,.little ,ac ear~ the 
with those neglected old authors, for the first time read them· th;\Jainted 
or even read Charles Lamb's Specimens of them,,and he wil] b roughly 

. • k' f ' d h , I'• d ' i e arna , at the wondrous ability of those Ana so men, an. ,s OCKe ,at t~is led 
h ' d \ h f _, . renew d example of the fact that Fortune as more to 1J wit ame tnan1

' e ' , ,, •l.' l I I /:llerj 
though, without merit, lasting fame there can be none. , _ • '··, t,...._ 

Nevertheless it would argue too illy of my country were tht rn' ·I ", 
I • • h ' h a)(llllt hold good concerning Nathaniel Hawt orne, a man, w o already,, o 

' 1· h 'II • 'in sotn few minds, has shed ' such a 1g t, as never 1 ummateirthe earth e 
when a great heart burns as the household fire of-a grand intellect ,: save 

Th d h• • h "S I t P t "· d th , • • 11 ,, . e wor s are_ 1s,~m,~ e , ~ ec ar y., an e~,are-a rnagnifice 
settmg to a coin~1dent sentiment of my own, b~~ ramblingly expressed nt 
terday, in reference to himself. Gainsay it·who will, as',I now..wnte rs­
Posterity speaking by proxy-and after,times.will make it more than' arnd 

. h . h goo when I declare-that the Amencan, w o.up to ,t e·present day h ' 
evinced,.in Literature, the largest brain•withthe largest heart, tha;m as 
is Nathaniel Hawthorne. Moreover, that whatever Nathaniel Hawtho/

0 

may hereafter write, "The Mosses from an Old ,M~nsd} will be ultimat; 
accounted his masterpiece. For there is a sure; •thouglil a secret sign in 
some wor'ks,which proves the culmination· of the po\y.ers:(only the devel­
opable ones, however) that produced them.,But I am by no •me,ans desir­
ous of the glory of a prophet. I pray Heaven that Hawthotne'mayyet prov'e 
me an. impostor in this prediction, Especially, as I somelfo_w cling to the 
strange fancy, that, in all men, 'hiddenly reside .certain wondrotls1 occult 
properties-as in some plants and minerals-which, by. some happy but 
very rare,accident (as brdnze was discovered. by:-thermelting· of the iron 
and'brass in the burning of Corinth) may chance'to be ·called forth here 
on earth; not entirely waiting for their better· diseovery in' the more con­
genial, blessed atmosphere of heaven. ;- \',, ,,, b, ,1 , ,; 1·; I ',nu i , , 

Once more-for it is hard to be finite upon an infinite subject, and all 
subjects are infinite. ~y some .people, this entire scrawl 0£ mine may be 
esteemed altogether unnecessary, inasnwclt, "as years ago!' (they may say) 
."we found out the fich and rare stuff in this Hawthorne; whom you now 
parade forth, as if only yourself were the .discoverer of.this Portuguese dia­
mond in our Literature."-But even granting all this-; •and adding to it, the 
assumption that the books of Hawthorne have sold by the five,thousa~d,­
what does that signify?-They should be sold by the• hundred-thousand; 
and read by the million;· and admired by every one who is capable of 
Ailmiration. • • : . : r ,: , .. , ,< , , , 1 , J , , 1. , , , I' 

'{.H ' ~ I 

1 I 11 1 , {. , rr r f - r · ~ 
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.,,,.,, q j,;. l.irr'l ·Turi , f htf 'b• .at t e 

, ,_ 1 , r ,, ;•, . , ,, , ~ o -!- y /.-O ,. .. , 
,,,.,,, ;J_~[.·i! ' uq-,..r tirl 'it, •. ,,,· ' ' I . . Y·Dick t 

f11 I 

f1 ~.;' ,' j" ,,, rt ·. • rlt .-;·• , .. ~ -~, 
,. I I ' I ' II • 

•. ' 6rst'volume of my'biograpliy'or ,1 . ' · 

I I~ 

(p.rhetlll' g IP make a Grand Touf of EMelville 0996); I. 

. ...ec , , I" ' h . • uron.. d I P0rtr d c,r~9 and severa, mont s into I 850. Th r ~ an perhap haye Melvill , ) 
184 , ' I 'd ' J hf e ;v1de , st e'- eas 

h• i·ourna an mt ,e ragment ofa' r nee was his h=ant in lat 
IP 1s d . h' H , '' ] , ettet g· . ent u • . e ti's uote Jn ts ome ournal. Melv·n , iv1ng up the t . s1astic plans 
WI ec1\e1ranean tr/~ depended on his'geti- e ~. making the Io/t Which N. P. 
M I (the ~merican_ proofs' 6f which he 

1;? a, l~rge cash adv g Uropean and 
]"'~h~t the latest legal ruling nieanl tha, ad tried With hi~crtor White­
"':.Ss buying ~

1
prote'cted copyright from~np~ lis~er, could safeiy as::rohlem 

~di oublishers, 0 !1. November 17 Melville w mer!can,. After many r ~ !hat 
pv ~ • I • • d "R rote Bad eJecttons ' I se~ Rome. . comm~nte : arely had M 1· 'II ne:,vs enough-I h ll no • h' h h evi eputh' 1 sa il,,anting anyt mg so muc as e wanted th. I imser on record 
Europe the Holy Land, and the entire Medi't 

15 
pro onged trip to east : 

' . h' • I h h erranean r..,; e,u fu] to note m 1s JOUr~a t at e was homesick for hi ~ .. on. He wa, care'. 
,eeks he had been wild to have his Wanderj h d hfe and son, but for 
Journal to record the full misery of his relinqu~h~' a~ e did not want the 
~yjnced me that Melville had fully expected to :le ~ lrif The evidence 
...... Reese acquired the letter Melville wrote to his I ed tEnp. In 2010, Wit-
.,.... h . secon ngli h blish JUchard Bentley, w o was away m Brighton but willin to s pu er, 
l'iimeet him. •Melville 'wrote back on November I0: '1'! comet to London 
l,iDiness•affairs form' iny-only object•in visiting Londoh::uth, , sel ttle some 

1 " I • • • h S • • , o lrustthat it•r. more gema , season-m t e prmg-1 shall return & that shall th 
lea -•.I., • d " H ' we en become p sa, ... .,.,acquamte • ere was at last co~ proof that Mel-

nUe ,{ully: expected to cross the Chanflel.at onc~.and not return until the 

~ 9p850"at whii;h time he would ~ve materials for future travel books. 
• ,,Rarelf.1 ,indee4, li/1~ ,Mel~ille wanted anything as much as lie wanted bl 
D!W,.hi~ t~ip t~~91ugn, Eu.rope in late J~49 and ~arty 1850, and rarely had 
~~cmg ~ ~~~1~e _ c~~,t; ~~~ _so !!11:'c_h_ pam,-,~~d1t made the \rip!,~ ~~ 

1'•1~ ' ,;,.ru v ... ,, •· ,. t i .... .,1• . ,.,, , .. . , .,,, , '.,•' ,,, f From Tl,• Wrilings of ~•nnan Melvill•; Th, Northwe,tpn-Ntwhirry Editio,,, Vol•'"' 14: Cor­
.~ 11SpOitu11ce, 'ed. Lynn Horth (Evanston and Chicago: Norlhwesttm Univtnity Pms and 1he 
1, Newberry Library, 1993), pp. 159- 62, 162-64, \72-74, 179-81, 18517, 190-94, 195~96, 

197-98 199- 200 205-06 209-10 211- 14 218-20. (Thai volume " a complett rem,on, 
••&me~ted, of TI,~ Lelters ~f H•rma~ M•lvilk, ed. Merttll R. Davis and William H._ Gi~ 

!., !New Haven: ,Yale l,lniversiry Press, 1960],) Copyright C 1993 by Nocth~I•?' Unifflsd)'., arc 
and the Newberry Library. Reprinted by ~••mission of Northwesiem Un1~rs,1y Press, \:.°' _ 

, by the editors of the second Norton Crilical Edilion, expanded_d~n \:,1h" ~~b~;;!,c~;: . 
I alous spellings and punctua1,i9n are Melville's O"!n or are those m I e ! IMI' 

,ol now-missing lellers. , , . 1 , .: j . f ihe Mamchusetu Hb· 
" The letter to Ric hara Henry Dana Jr.' is in the Dana Col ectio~ 0 l Collection of the New 
lorital Society. The letters to Evert A. DuyclfincJ< •_re_ in Ihe

8
~~l,'hi,':Athenaeum in Pimfield, 

York Public Library, The letter to Sarah Morewood 11 10 lhj Nathaniel Hawthorn• and 
Massachuseus. The leuers 10 Richard Bentley and all ihe 0\""."d (extant, one assumtS, and 

' 1 the one lo his wife Sophia Peabody Hawthorne, are now un oca 1, d· ah• leuers 10 th• Haw­
, cherished by priva;e collectors). All, however, have been,-transcd th.;. 10 Ri<hatd Bentley by 

Ulornes by,their children ii) nineteenth-century pubhcall;'"S an 10 Hawthorne, in parucular, 
Gilman and Davis for their 1960 L•tters,, Words in th• euers 1 ' ~ •· 
111"51 be absorbed,,.;i1h'something less than absolule confidence, ' " 
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560 MELVILLE'S LETTERS AT THE TIME OF MonY-D1cl( 

r 1. he had would have been unimaginably di'fr o any 1terary career . k k Af 1eren 
there would not have been the Moby-D,c we now. _ter broodin 1

• and 
an exceptionally long voyage back to New York, Melville settled ~ during 

•t • F b nd March and April and May of 1850 when "·h 0\lln 1 wn em e ruary a h' n at h o 
planned to be doing was seeing Rome a_nd e_veryt mg on the Way th e had 
beyond. Even as he absorbed himself I~ his new manuscript, his lre and 
f •1 ked The New York Albion on February 23, l850 °nd0~ a1 ure was moc , , . b k b , prj '' 
letter from a London importer ?f foreign po s a out !he end of Pro:ted a 
copyright for Americans: "the author of Typee, &c., who 'tecently rnad ected 
age to this country on purpose to sell_ the :right' of ~is unpublishede a Voy. 
Jacket, wearily hawked the book from P1ccad1lly to Wh1techape), cal!in White 
every publisher in his way, and could find ~o one rash enough to buy h~ ~Po~ 
tected right.'" In fact, Melville, had wearily_ hawked the book, and Be Pto. 
had bought the book ~41_ had not give~ Melv1_l~e the a~v~nc~ he_ llfeded. nUey 
ville's grand renunciation figured mto his determination 1n S Mel. 

' ' k h' If h Id ' '· • ept ber 1850, to buy a house in the Ber s 1r.~s. e c~u , no,t have his G/m-
Tour he must write amid natural grandeur, not the.streets of New~ k and 

·' , • h' d • b • th B k pr Cit He was not being reasonable m 1s es1re to , e m e er shires Y, 
new friend Hawthorne. He was,a galley-slave who had not vet com; tn~ar his 

• ' d h d { ' ' 0 term with his renunciation of a.Grand Tour an a no~ yet understood th s 
' ' ' • • bl d h' • '' at th lack of international copyright would mev1ta Y opm 1s career. Th I $ 

f h f h. f ·1 • . ', e etter printed here were written in the a termat o 1s ai ure to see Rome 1 ,.1 
' I • d • "D d ana 1h failure to face financial realities, as exp ame m , , amne by Dolla't ,. ( s 

P• p. 617-31). He wr~te Mol..•-Dick in a sustained period of blind fai'th ~- 'ho·n 
. , , , ' "! - . I ', 1n IS 
futur~ _asanAmericanwriter, , . ,.,, ,,, - 1.,,. ,r•:. : · ·. , 1, ·;,, • .. ,. , 

' - ·''I •• I ' 
•• ;; ·' II ; · ,' • 'l'~ )1 ~ .i!J '•'tl!UO: .~t .. : :{i 'il·, '·

11 

I ~ . ,. ' ,, o;, ·I 
1 , .\ • I>~, J I • '1 ' i '. I j •' I '.· ~ ),ti /•' , i 
, To Richard H .. Dana Jr. 1 ,, ~ ,, . • , , , , • • '· 
' ' ,/ u, 1.rJ) . , 

I, I ' ! ·- . I , ! : J • ' • I ! ; ~ ' ' ·l 
; I ' : • ' "..' ,1~ l ~' ••• 'lj ' . '\' ' .I 1 \ ., Jl\' / ,. ,J J ,: \ [ I .. . ·il •; i i . 

.-, , ' , •·, "., ·.u,,,,, ,I,,· · ., ,' NEWY0RKMayJ' 18SO 
I , . ' \ • ~q· f ' , ' '/ t ., ,. • • . • • i .... ; '· f' ' •• /' ~p, I· 'r l f 

I thank you very heartily for your friendly letter;, and ai;n, inore ple'a·~~d 
than I can well tell, to think that any thing I have written, ~bout the sea has 
at all responded to your own impressions of it. Were I inclined to undue van, 
ity, this one fact would be far more to me than acres, & square·miles of the 
superficial shallow praise of the publishing critics. •And I' ~m specially 
delighted at the thought, that those strange, congenial feelings·, with which 
'after my first voyage, I for the first time read "Two Year~ Before thJ-Mast", 
and while so engaged was, as it were, tied & welded',to you by'a ~of't of 
Siamese link of affectionate' sympathy-· ·-that these feelings 'should be 
reciprocated by you,, in .your turn, and be called out ~y any White Jac~,ets or 
Redburns of mine-this is indeed delightful to me., In fact, My Dear Dana, 
did I not.write these books of mine almost, entire.ly for"lucre"7'"by the job, as 
a woodsawyer saws wood:_I almost think, I should hereafter-in the case 
of a sea book-ge~. my M.S.S, neatly & legibly copied by a scrivener"J!~nd 
you that one copy-& deem such a procedure the best publication. * .,1: ,.1 

'''· About the "whaling voyage"-I am half way in the work, & am very glad 
.that your suggestion so jumps with mine. 1 It will be a strang(! sort of a 
book, ~~o:i I fear;_ blubber is blubber y~u know; tho' you may get oi,1

1 
?ut of 

' • I I " I •, 1, ;,.i,1,-,,,, (: !-,[, ,., i' ' ;, t, J 

I. Melville's first ~nown_reference to Moby-Dick, important for his estimate of his progress, He 
• had be_en workmg on it for almost three months; and the year before he had written two long 
• books 10 a four-month stretch. It is importanl also for his definition of the aesthetic challen~e 
• h fr'( h om!S· • . e was-co? ontmg_ to, present the reality of whaling and yet wring poetry from t e unpr hile 

mg material). Melville s sense of what he owed Dana should be taken seriously. In 2016• w 

'-· ;- ' 

1<' T0Rrc11 
,\ftD B 

£N1'Ll!y 

oetry runs as hard as s f ' 
hep ' ap rorn 

ii, t jog up, one must needs thro,..,, . a frozen 56J 
,~e th thing, must be ungainly as thn a little fan maple tree, 
of the ean to give the truth of th he gambols· cfy, Which fr •--& to c0ok 

trfl e t in ° the 0m the fet . " ,, , ·,.' ., , . g, spite of th· Whales th nature ,,,,., , , is • , em I 
1!:I ,,. r I ' ' 'T'o R' h ., I ' ' • • se Ves, 

:; , i .• ' 1, le ard 8 ,, . ' ' -
,1 ~(' , :.:: ., . , ., • . e~tley 

1, j' , 1,! I • • J ' .I '/ J 1 1' I 1 

• t . .. I . 11,,, . 

' h/J~tter part of the coming' a t : • ' ' NEw YORI( J I 

JJIIJ\vrite you nqw to propose its p: uhrnli n I_ shall hav~ d. U~e 27, 1850 
•P k , oma f d , Catto • rea • a I , .,. • fhe boo rs a r nee o a venture £ n in Engl cl'' ,, newwork,2 

the 50uthe,rn ,~perm Whale Fishe';i ~und~d 9Pon c:~ •. . ,, , ,,, 
iP person~! exp~rie~c.e, of ~wo years:• and illustratelbn Wild legends 
~\l'flshould you be ~nc,lme~ to undertak ' rnh ore, as a harpo y th~ aut~o,r's czoo 3 C Id b • , e t e hook I oneer 
; rth to you -,:, .: , ou you e positive[ . ' think that·. I ·: i 

~ I it ~ight, be worth to you a larger 'sJPUt in possession o/ w1\t b,e 

el
rt~ for I do no,t kno~ that the s~hject t~ rnd-;considering its the copy: 

ty, . • ' , d d b eate ofh great nov 
romancer; or,. m ee , y an}'. writer . '•. ,, as ever been k i 

by a ' • b •• , in any ad Wor ed u 
,Liogs are, I say £200,, ecause that sum w . equate manner 8 P 
11u ' ·' - h . as given for "Wh· • ut as , does not appea_r, as yet,, t at you have bee . r' , . 1te-Jackt"· d 
it • h b k· & h ~ n inter1eared . h . ·" an "cation oft at oo , t erernre there seern , Wit m your pub 
JJ • J k " h s reason to I -noO "White ac , et must ave been, in sorn d cone ude, that at 
,,.. , ' • • f , r e egree P. fi b ' , - In case o an arrangement, I shall of cour • ' _ro ta le to you·· t • • ' . ' . se, put you • 1, 1 sse~sion ,~f. t~e proof sh,eets, as m previous ca~es, m earlt& ~ertain 
~Being de~irous.qf e~rly arranging this matter in L;~do .,, ' J • ,, ,·n 
~ iime, when, the bo9k has passed thro' the H , n,-so as to lose 
i;· . ' h · • , , arpers press here 1 b M' ,Bentley, t at you at one~ write me as to your vi·e' • . - rg, ~·: , , -• • ws concenun • 
.' ".ircumstanc~ make it indispensable that if the b k . git. J 
o, 'f '' ' • ' oo su1tsyouattlie 
sum. abov,e-named, . that on the day of sale you gi've yo • r th 
r ,ti':" • • ,, • ·- • '· ' • ' ur note 1or at 
~-~t.fo~~ m.ortf~ 1~_ay7:7_t~_whom~v~r t~epute to ratify the arrang~-
ment with you. • , . ·, . • , , • . ; . , 1 • 1 
l[i•;i -i· , . 1 . J!l .HI. U ,f ,-. r ~. ,L •1t; 1• ! :1·. J. 1 ,.t:) J ., L,

1
,

1 kttr• • ;j ·_., I~ · ··,-- ~ ) .. \ , •tr, •· .• J. 1 

p,eparing this.new NCE, Parker ~overed a very late but plausible newspaper account Th 
iespectedjou~alist E •. J. Edwards in the Pitt~burgh Post-Gw1r, on February 8, 1912, rep~,t~ 
that before hIS death tn 1877 Charles F. Briggs (once Melville's editor a1 Putnam's) had told 
him of a conversation he had had with Melville when they both were at the New York Custom­
House. As Edwards remembered it, Melville had told Briggs that when he told his story to 
sailors after being picked up at Nukaheva by the Lucy Ann one of the men asked ii he had rtad 
Dana's book and, when answered in the affirmative, declared that his advenlures with 1he 
Typees were more exciting than Dana's. Edwards puts these words into Melville's mou1h, 'That 
gave me the inspiration to write the story of my adventures: and as I wrote ,_long I louoo 1h,1 I 

! • was doing It very well. I had no idea; however, when the book was firs1 published tha_t 11 would 
attain the popularity it did. I might have written a story, even if I had not been inspired to to 
that by Dana's book. Bu.t th~ fact remains that my bo'ok Type, was ongmally suggts1td Y 
Dana's book. I wish I could hope that it would become as great a classic ,as ~ana's book has 

I i become'h , ,,.. . . -lo,. , ~ hi 'l i ,, • ii. .. "1 i• :, i •• ·", • 

2. Al h 'h . d ,, b h f 1850 the 'romance of adventure t oug Melv1lle expected to "have rea y • y t e autumn° Be I t'I the nt.tt 
1 proposed in this letter, proofs of the American edition were n1t .jj~110 

.. "\ Ztn. WJ,,Je, 
autumn-on September 10 1851. BentleypublisheditwilhMev, _esong,f~~a,s&more" 

: In October of 1851. The bo~k made use of Melville's whalinge•rt'~
0

1 
the Lucy Ann, and 

(about twenty-six months) aboard three different whaleships-l h cw "he' possibly rated as a 
the Charles and Henry-only on the last of which, for six mont s, was 
harpooneer (boatsteerer). .1 for half a year or more, It hel: 

l. About $1,000 in 1850 money-enough to support asmall fami f .
11 

, uncle Thomas'• heirs sod 
to envision what a few thousand dollars would buy. In 1850 ~e ~ ~:lies spenl 1he summer\•• 

)
the grand house and 250 acres south of Pittsfield (where\ ~II ( ~ his fathe~in-law) paid or 
th Rowla~d Morewood for $6,500, the same price th•~~~ :er:~~ 1" .,., ,.,,,. 

e contiguous Arrowhead, a rundown farmhouse wil 
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To Evert A. Duyckinck ' ' , _'f, ' 

'i 

',. 
ARROWHEAD Dece~b .., er 13 

. ' ]85 
I have a sort of sea-feeling here m the country, now that the 0 

f • d • h groll 
all covered with snow. I look out O my wm ow m t e morning nd is 
rise as I would out of a port-hole of a ship in the Atlantic. My rooni ""hen I 
a ship's cabin· & at nights when I wake up & hear the wind sh • ksee'lls 

' • h h & I h rte i almost fancy there is too much sail on t e ouse, ad better ng, I 
, ' ·' .- " • , ' ' ,, t go on tL 

roof & rig in the chimney. , 1 . , .. , , , '' , ne 
Do you want to know how I pass my time?-! rise at 'eight ' I 

· ,. · d • h h --th abouts-& go to my bar11----:say goo -mor,nmg to t ~ ~rse, & give· h- ere. 
breakfast.· (It go~s to my heart to give him a cold one, but it cat-l't b htrn his 

. k' • • f ~· e elp d Then pay a visit to my cow-cut up a pump m or two or her '& , e ) 
' ' r ' " ' I t • ht t a ' : ht' stand b t'o see her eat' it-ior its a p easan s1g o see cow move et J·a • y , · , .. M:1 , Ws.._ L 

do'es it so mildly & with such a sanctity.-''- y own breakfast ov Sne 

1

t_o my work-room & light,my~re~th~n spre~d.my ~-~-S o
1
n the ~ahle:tl go 

orie business squint at it! & f~It to w1th.3 will. At 2\r-M. _i hear a Pre/k~ 
certed knock at my door, which (_by requ~st) cont1n~,~~ till I rise & 0n; 
~he' door/ which s~r.ves to '_V~?n me e~fect1velr_ fr~"'! ~y wri~ng, hoJ~vto 
mte~ested ~. ,may be. My friends the ho~se ~ co~ no~ ~emand their dt 
ner-& I go & give it them. My qwn dmner,over, I .. ng my sleigh'& _n. 
my'.inot~er .~I- _sist~~s: start _?ff for 'the ~illage-':'"& !f i~. ~'~ 'a Literary w:~\h 
day,4 Jgreat 1s the sat1sPact1on thereof.-My eve1;11ngs I spend in a s d 

. . . b . bl , . , • d '' , I ort of 
mesmenc,,state 1_n my_ room-;-not emg a . e ,to _r~~' -;-:-~n, y Mw & then 
s!<lmming ~v~r _so~e _ large-printe~. book:-Ca~. you s~~~- me about lift 
fast-writin'g youths, wit~ ~n easy style ~ -~o.t averse _to _p_olishjng thei~ 
labors? If you can, I ~sh you'would, becaus~ ~mce I have been here I h • 
planned about that'number of future ·wor~s & c~n~ fin~ ~riough ti~ea;~ 
th'ink about them separately.-But I dont know but·a book iii a man's bra· · 
1s better off than a book bound in·calf-at'any'fate•ii'is• safer'from cri;~ 
cism. And taking a book off the brain, is akin to the ticklish & dangerous 
business of. taking an old painting e>ff a paJJel--:-_you have Jo scrape off the 
whole brain in order to get at it with due safety-& ev~n then/ the paint: 
. , - b' h h .. 'bl • ••• .. 1. 1.t. · , •• , ... mg may not e w~rt t e trou e.-.- . , ·: ... ~, . , -, ,,, . , -· ;, ,, ... ,~ .; ..... 

;, : ~) <~·; r i:r •• , · •~_: 1

.~. I·•:~,• :;r~i~o·
1 

u1 J ; \.1 , , . I, · / . ,:l;.; ~ • . !;•.: :.:,,,. ,r. :. :•~;,' , ,;,:: ,~,, :·~.t. ';~.':•t;~ 
11. , ~-: , . ; 1· !,· ,., •.; ft 1- ·v, ; 1 t • I 11 ' 1•· 1, • t,,.,;.,,. , • ✓;, ~ jr: ', 1 t ,,., ·:: -: , .,, .. , . . • ., , . . ,_To Evert A. Duyckinck .,,.·., 'i. ,.·_;,,.,1 ,.,,_· 

~ ' I\ ;· - , ,·•I'' •;,'-{": .. ·::; •' ~~•,,.:. /;, :.1
1 

; , • _';.:w /_, -','~11 :·.~·:·,>;.r:1.:1, .'·•.:~·-.If:-~,,,.... '·, 

h! , "' •. ,q '" ,,,., ,,_ ., ·" ,, , • ,. ,·., ,·, ,LARROWHE.-.o February 12, 1s;1 
,1, ~, -. ,.. •• : • n h ,;; ; 1 • wr1, •1 .•;, -. 1•- •11; ,: •r, i; -1 u· ~ • :1, t , ll, 11 •,, .,, ·.,t 11 

.,• ,"A dash of salt spray''!5-where am I to get salt SP.ray here in inland Pitts­
field? I shall have to import· it' from foreign. part~'.' All I now have to do 
~ith . salt, is when I salt my ,horse & cow-not salt them down-I dont 
mean that (tho' indeed I have b~fore now dined on "salt-horse") but when 
I give them their weekly salt,_ by way of seasoning all their week's meals in 
one prospective lump. • • , ···, • • " • • .,.. - ,,. .. ,,,, n, • • ' 

• ,r, 11;. l'J1 ,u1 ,, • • I ... , I •• l ... : '•I 1,:. I I 

~- I.e.! • day when the weekly Literary World, edited by Duyckinck and his broth:r ~.;;,rg:,•':"ould 
, ' armie from N~w York,_usu~lly on a Friday (if it was sent a day earlier than the date of the ,s,ue) 

or Saturday. J. , 1 'Jot, 1• 1 n ,1 • • 11 , 11 _. 1 , • • 1 11 

5. Duyckinck had asked Melville to contribute a nautical piece to Hold,~'s• Dollar Magazine, 
a monthly that he was now editing in addition to the weekly,Lilemry World. ""'' ; ·' ' ' 

' , -.< ' : .,, \. ' T0Eve111A, D 

ll\-cl<.,Nc~ 
. ., shall a man go about ref , 

J-10.-. ' h k? Usrn 
b on t e mar -I can &•a man)6 563 

plurTl r to lend a hand to a frien~o~(rite tbe .th-:-,Bes1 he rou d 
~u~

0
the kind of thing you need .-1 

1 can;-bui'~g You want nl ·about, or 
wrr:1en's Magazine, If I were to-:nd I am not inam not in ;he ~Ill in th, 
J-10 d pronounce me a bore, so I !- on to &ive o the hurnor lo :~or to 
~~u!ve that .I have,reasons, or,else I ill not do thft ~ al) Illy reason rite for 
P"'e~e Daguerreotype ·o spell the' wwou)d not ref~s ou lllust he con:-you 
fort not send you, because I have 9rd_~i&h\ from ey so stnal! a thingentAto 
I can none A d • our sh ) ·- s 

Ch a purpose, even to you p h • n if J h d eet · that's h 
r r su • ·- s awl a , I w Id w at 
1° sified vamty, not true 'modest . • You cry-& ou not send 't 
·oten ·f • b h y or anytb' - so cry I • t 
J o too, But I it e so, ow can I h I . ing of th ·- This is 
saY s • " ' " e p it Th at son1• A aving' his mug engraved nowada s· • e fact is, al • - gain, I 
Is !ing to ,be. r,~ye~se1; and \he~efore io' to that, this test :~.t e_verybody 
ge mptive evidence that he's a n'ob' ) ,,ee 0ne s "mug" ·,n rstinction is 
resu , • • • h • •. ouv. So b . , a rnaga • . P d: & 1iele1vmg t at my 1llustriou ,~ e1ng as vain '• z111e, rs 

(ive , • , ' • ' f 11 'd . 1· .,. b ., ., s name is f ' a rnan as Id-I respect_ u y ec me eing obli . • . arnous thro h ever 
\l'Odr ~~I of an linspellable word!).' , ,,, 'v'.?~tej by_ a Daguerre~typg ou(t thhe 
a e ' II • J, ~ ) • " • ' . e w at 
' We ar,e a ~yeer c~s~~!Il~r~ •. !"l(~uy~inc( "I ·ii'. " ' ' ,'.'. :·• ' " . 
• .:a world. So 1.f I. h~re seein queer tn y· ~u b'i' yo~, f, & every bod1y el . 
II"' • , .. , h / , ' . . , . r , e sure I se in 
• u~er1:1ess, t, .~. }f pr~~~n~ l},se_Itlat ~ ~ifferJ~t or; arn not alone in rny 
~ ople since every1 one 1-i~s _his own dis. tinct P 

1
•. P:rhaps, from other 

P.I: ' ·' ' h • If • 1 d ''l' h ~ • pecu •anty B I take me ~rig,. t: ,YO',! . on~, s 'au h_e sorry'.....that's' al • ut }~st you 
1i' '.t..er' a long procrastmahon, I drovJ·dow·'n"t'o M I. ' . · . 

,ru, . , ,11 • , •, see 'H th "' 
,rfwe'''eks' ago. J found hjm, of course, buri~d1 ·n:• s'n , & thaw . 0rne a coupfe o ' ' • .• , . ' I • • ow• e d l'ghtfu 
~ abou~-~1!n,, ·~I\ wrapped up &, ~ucked' ~w,ay undei ~ na ki e 1 . . I scen-
. .!i.,:to have made me a day's visit, & I had promised p lfn, as It were. _He 
"j • , 1;1 

1 
,, • ~- ,1 ,, " • • • •· • ,. ~ myse much pleasure 

~. gettin\liim up 1~. /?Y snuuoom here, & a.isctisslng th U • . . • • f ·,. d & • • -n · , '' h .,. , , • · e mversew1tha bottle o ran y !=Igars: out pe a_s not been'able'to come .·' · . k 
-uu.J• h' ' J! ,.. •··1 1 

• 1 ' h, " ' J • h . __ ,owmgtos1c. ness m 1si~m1 Y·:-:-or_e se? .,~ s 9p tot e hps m the Univene . .... . 
iUIJJrt~e ~ay: J.,h~ve re1~e,?tly re~d h!\7'Yt~e 'I'~ld Tales"7 CT R:~a~:t read 
b~a few' of them before) r think tiey far exceed tlie "Mosses"-they are 
I fancy, an earlier. vintage from his vine. Some of those sketches ar; 
ipiJ~eefully .~ubtJe.:ThFi!,'dee~e.r ):nea~iiigs)!t~orthy of a Brahn)in. Still 
~ is something lacking-a good deaHacking-.-t_o, the plump sphericity 
of the man. What is that?-He doe's'nt patronise the butcher-he needs 
1, , I 't ' ' ' t ' ~ 

roast-beef, done rare.-Nevertheless, fou,o~;,L regard Hawthorne (in his 
books)' a~ ~vi~~ing _a quality of. gen!~sn_mfy~s_ely loftier,_ & more_ pro­
found, too, than any other-Amerkan has shown .hitherto m the pnnted 
• ;t l 1•• •·•1•:d 1

/ -· 11 1 uil..1,t, .. •11. · •J.r•d1 . 1:n11 ·--r ,~1'1, 1•,.
1 

'.' 11•1 ·im:,i.,1 
.,;-{I J'....- •• :,. •,l :1,l,t/.r,,rd,•11! ' 1.t , 1

, J , ,I"! u, 11·,~ •r· i n b ,uu' f .b•)fln1 

. , , J1 u ,,; ,: ~ ,,,IJu::I, J 'i"·' .I J., r·,r11 I ,,,,H '>d : '' . • ,, _r·.~- "~!' .r • 1rl ·,'.i -L ,j:•Jl .,, 

I' r, ..111• •1 ,I . t . ·•1h1,,) .... s, I ~;1\\: ,lh•·,, If" l,hl• l\1 I,!-.,, . ' . 
~ 

1 

, ' -. • • • • < 1 
t· ,·' 1 • • • lvi\ ., • 1 • min issue of Holdtn's as 

6. Duyckincl< ·•reeled lo include an engraving of Me ' le m an "Pj. bf I 1he editor who 
that month's iterary personality. Melville's refusal seemed itexp ,ca "..: The upshot 

0

£ 
, enlisted Melville's formidable mother,to try to ro.ake her so~;'~~ ::r-at.';;.vagueimagein 
•• •Melville's refusal is that we have no relilll,le image,oRb;h ";~) f M~ -cklt contains !he best 
. .. a painting,made soon after the pµblication of Typ••·'. ; •

1 
s:i;idal atlitude: he was one_ ol 

explanation o( Melville's ,see111ingly perverse,and uh1d'• h \ , , Ablographercan only w,sh 
., '.God's true print:es of the Empire," kept from "1h~.wor j,. us •d~;her occasio~ as on Febru· 

fervently that Melville had listened to his ,mother on t 15

1 
•~ rer 1, ii,., , ,. i 

ary 10, 1854, wh~n she eloqu(lltly urged him to become P. ~ckin his busy (1wo-book) ,u_mmer 
l. Melville had borrowed uwioe-Told.ffalf~ 0837) fro~ Du~tkid copies from Hawthorne h,)mself 

of 1849,. and on Januar,y 22, ,185,J, r~c~_ived two(s":~:alu, Melville's a,.,Jing (198~
1
, no,. 

(first senes11 l845, and vol. 2-, second s(r1es, IBf\2 '' t: 
1

,1 /lii,J • ,
1 
~u :1 :, . ' • 

258-60. .,,·111.h" OJ • 

■ 
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to him-putting the souls of the 
form. Irving is a grasshopper I • • i* , , t\\-o Ill 

h e B t I must t ose. ' " , , e~ 
toget er, I mean - . u tin a'foot for the village, and ha 

I am just on_ the pom:ro~:::re s~aling.--· I thought there sve: &lallced 
over the previous letth ' h d I under the circumstances, rec'd rned a, 

k• d • ·t-& t at a , such ·• un m ness m I l as yours to me-'--1 would d a(. 
f • I to such a etter ee... . ,t. 

ter rom you, m rep Y . d I may yet be of some b "' 1t 11 
well of you.~Still, ~ ca~'t help it-:an h for Holden's. • ~ ·• , ' ett~r Servi; 
to you than merely iottmg a parag P . , . . . . , . , e 

I,: I _/ ' I 11, I • ,,, , 1 ' ' , , , J I ' 

1 I ••• } I f ' ' 

To Natb~niel Hawthorne ' ' 
I J. ji • I )rl _1 ' ,/ ,\I, 'I 0 1 

,. : ; , 3 . ,, 1 \ . , ~RROWHEAD [April 16?] • 
• , ,,i. ,i, , , I· . , ' 185] 

"The House of the Sev~n Gable~: A ttaman~e. 8Y. Nathaniel lia'wthor· , 
0 I 16 • 344 "9 The contents of this book do not belie ·t· Ile. ne vo • mo, pp. . • . , . I s ricl 
clustering, romantic title. With great enJO)'_f?,ent we spent almost an hour'.~ 
each separate gable. This book is like a fine old chamber, ~bundantly bin 
still i· udiciously furnished wi.th pn,cisely that ~ort of furniture best fitt' d Ut 

' ' h • • b "d d e to furnish it. There are rich hangings, w ~rem _are .!81 ,e . scen~s frorn tra e. 
dies! There is old china with rare devices, . set out. on the carved b rf 

' I ! 
1

' 
1 u (et• 

there are long and indolent lounges to thro~ yourself upon; there . , ! 
, d i h , , ·1 • d' h is an 

admirable sideboard1 plentifully St':)re ~~t. gooa VJan s; t ~~e !s a srnell as 
of old wine in the pantry; and finally, m qne corner, there 1s a dark [· I 

' " ' , , , • I cl "H h •. . itt e black-letter volume in golden clasps, e!}tlt e. a~t orne: A P~oblern," It 
has delighted us; it has piqued _a reperusal; 1_t has ro_bbed us of ,a day, and 
made us a present of a whole year of thoughtfulness; it ha~.?red great exhi(. 
a ration . and exultation wit~. ~he remembrance that. thE: arc~itect qf the 
Gables resides only six miles off, and not three ,thou~and miles away, in 
England, say. We think the book, for pleasantnes~ of running interest, sur­
passes the ~ther works ofJhe author. The curtains are more.dra~; the sun 
comes in more; genialities peep out ~re. Were, we to particulariie what 

• ' I '· IJ., I , I • I 4 ... ) I• • ~ ~ J , •, . 

~· .., ,. , ~ ~( , , • • :.. rl r • • ,·i :.. '-!! " , "'I~ i ! · , r "\, 
1 

1 

8. See the "Mosses" essay (p. 544 herein) fm: Melville's defying the dominant opinion that Irving 
' was America's greatest writer. Long before this time Duyckinck may have learned of the d'istr," 

the essay had caused Irving and his biographer-nephew Piem, Irving. For the story see Park,r's 
The Powtll Papen; A Confuu,,ce Mo11 Amok A,,w,.g the A11glo-American Lileroti (Evanston, JL: 

' Northwestern UP, 2011), especially pp. 213-14. What enraged Pierre Irving for more than a 
, decade was Melville's calling Irving a self-confessed imitator of Oliver Goldsmith, using Irving's 

. , , tribute in his biography of Goldsmith against him. There is an earlier mystery. Irving was . 
I friendly with Gansevoort Melville in London early in 1846 and helped expedite the publication 

,of Tn,u. Perhaps the Americariminister Louis Mclane, who hated Gansevoort and was trying 
to remove him from his post as secretary of the legation, complained lo Irving. Whatever hap­
pened, no one has yet found any comment Irving made about Herman Melville after early 1846. 

9. ?n April 11, 1851, when Melvill~ visited the Hawthornes at Lenox, Hawthorne gave him.an 
inscribed copy of the newly pubhshed The House of 1h, s.,,.,. Gobles. In this letter Me)v,II, 
pretends t,o be reviewing it for an imaginary Pittsfield Secret Review. On May 7, Mrs. Hawthorne 
wrote her sister Elizabeth Peabody about the "review" a11d Melville's admiration for Hawthorne: 

• ' ·• 1, . . ' • 

The fresh, sincere, glowing mind that utters it is In a state of "fluid consciousness," & to Mr 
Hawthorne speaks his innermost about·GOD, the Devil & Life if so be he can get at the 
Truth-for he is a boy in _opinion-having settled nothing y,,t-informe-ingens-& it ~~~Id 

~: , ,, betray h,m to _ma~e publsc his ~onfessions & efforts to grasp-because they would be con51d· 
ered perhaps impious, sf one d,d not take in the whole scope of the case. Nothing pleases me 

" ·, •better than to sit & ~ear this growing man dash his tumultuous waves of thought _up 
against Mr Haw_thome s great,, genial, comprehending silences-out of the profound of wh<h 
~ wonderful sm,le, or one powerful word sends back the foam & fury into a peaceful boom· 
ing, cal'!'-or perchance, not into a calm-but a murmuring expostulation-for there ~s 
nHeverha mush_ of concession" in him~Yet such a love & reverence & admiration for~ r 

awt orne as ss really beautiful to wilness. 

, ToN 
Alli,\l"IIEt Ii 

• . AWt110RNe 
fllost struck us in the deeper , 

has Clifford, for a mornen! ... 
1
Passa11es w 565 

here . '""ou df , l',. , e Would w join the procession; or th au, throw h' Point 
0 aoiv ~otral chair. Clifford is full e sfcene Where th irnj self forth .._ut th, seen, 

,es o an e ud . ororn th . 
s'\,ed in the finest; truest spirit. ,Be . awful truth th ge is left seated~"'•~-
cei we would say that, did circu is nO'-caricatur roughout, lie i n his 
here r than to devote an elaborat rns,ta11ces !>errnit e. lie is Cliffort con­
b~1te and analysis of the purport a~ adn~ i:arefu( pa".::' should like hftthA_nd 
uon f h' • n s1oh'"- ,-,r to th f '"" ing s 1 'zes all o t 1s author's Writ'tn '.';:'1s1cance of '"h e ull consi'd cter h' h , . gs .~h . ., atso er­a anity, w IC ' m pur opinion was ,, , er~. is a cert . strongly char-

hUfll W, ' ··• . never "'ft a1n tra , 
t.1 awthorne. • e mean the trao; 1 .,.,.,re Power£ II gic Phase of 

byn • d i: .,.caness fh UyernL;. 
biassed, native, an PJOto_un\J.er Worki • o uman th h :><1•ed than 

u~ d has the intense feeling of the v· nbgsl • We think tha~~g t in its own 
fll'° • , B • , 1sa e tr th into no d 

0 into this mans. y, v1sable truth . u ever enter d recor ed 1
~

8 

olute condition of .present things a; t~e rnean the appreie rn~re deeply 
~e:rs them not, though they do their Worst{o 1~ke the eye of th:•: ,of the 
• or the B~itish Empire, declares hirns. If ' irn,-the rnan who° 1· aken who 

s1a fh h e a sover • , 1 Rus-·d the powers o eaven, ell, and earth H eign nature (in hi If) am1 • , . emayn.. . h rnse 
e,ri~ts he insists upon treatmg with all Po~ers u ,.,ns ; but so long as he 
th, ose oth~ Power~. <;hoose to :withhold cert . pon an equal basis. If any f 

• • am secrets I h o not irop11ir, my sovereignty m .~yself; that does not rn ' et t em; that does 
haps,·after·all, there is no secret.,We i.ncli to h· ake rne tributary. And 

: -Universe is like the Freempson's ~ghty ;e t t ink t~at the Problem of 
It turns out, at ll}~t, to co_nsist,in l! triangle, a·~:~ t t~mble,to all children. 
morel We incline to tl,iqk that G,od .ca~ot e:i _anH~n apron,-nothing 

Id lik I• 1 • £ • ..,. am is own secrets d that He wou e a 1tt e., m ormation upon cert . . , an 
, • h. , atn points Himself W. mortals astorus Him as ,much as He us. But it is thi B . f th · e 

th~ lies the knot with which we choke ourselve~ Asssooemg O e matter; 
• • • • • , • nasyousayMe 

11 God, ii ·Nature, so soon, you Jump .off from your stool and ha fro th' 
h d • h h • ng m e beam. Yes, t at w?r _1~ t e l!ngman., Take.God out of the dictionary, and 

)'OU woulij. have Hun m the,str~et. , , ,ri,h 
11

, , . , , 

i,- There is the grand_tr~h about Nathaniel Hawtho~e. ij~ s~y;·N·o,·~ 
thunder;, ~ut. the P~vjJ himself cannot make him say yes. For all men who 
say yes, lie; and ~II ~en who S<!Y 110,-why, they are in the happy condi, 
tion of judicious,• unincum_bered travellers in Europe; they cross the fron­
tler~.into Eternity with nothing hut a carpet-bag,,-'-that is to say, the Ego. 
Whereas ijl,<>se yesrgentry, they travel •with heaps of baggage, and, damn 
them! they will never get t}:trough the c;:ustom House, What's the reason, 
Mr. Hawthorne, that in the last stages of metaphysics a fellow always 
falls to swearing so?, I could rip an, hour. You see, I began with a little 
criticism extracted for your benefit from the "Pittsfield Secret Review," 
and h~r~ I have landed in Africa, '\ • I" ' ' ' ' ;, ' . ,, ., 

'·· Walk down one of these mornings artd see me. No nonsense; come. 
Remember me to Mrs. Hawthorne and the ~hildren. 
'\•· . ~ ., . ·11 . ,.,. -i , _. / ' H. Melville, 

b P.S. The ~arriag~ ~f P~oebe with the daguerreotypist is a ~ne 
1
str'oke, 

ecause of his turning out to be a Maule.' If you pass Hepz1bah s cent-
shop b • b N d H' • " ' uy me a Jim Crow (fresh) and send it to me y e . 1ggms. 
1 • t , , t , 

I. In his referenc~ to cha~aclers in The llous'e of the Seven Gobles Melville puns on the name of 
one of them \Maule) and the ha!"mer-lik,e t~ol (m~ul)., 1,,'t,,. , , •1 ' 

' ' 'f'l lil , j • JO ff I 111\ JL :, J ' ' I • 1 , t.., '•J<j '11 •/ ,j '! "~ 
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' To Nathafi iel Hawthorne i ' ., 
I , 

, 1 ARRO~HEAD Early Ma , 
; , 

I , I I 
. . • Y. Ias11 " I should have been rumbling down to you m my pme;board char· 

time ago were it not that for some weeks paSt I have been rnore blot a 10110 
' ' b· 'Id' d • h' usy th " you'can well imagine,-out of doors,- m mg an ~ate mg and tink _a11 

awa'y in all directions. Besides, I had my crops to get 111,-corn and er111g 
(I hope to show you some famous ones by'antl by),-and rnany oth Potha~Oes 

h. . I , er t 1 to attend to, all accumulat~ng upon_ t ,.1s;·one ~arhcl.J ap season. 1 w 11gs 
myself· and at night my bodily sensations are akm to those I hav Ork 

' • • d ' kf ~ so 0ft felt before, when a hired man, domg my ay s wo~ , rorn sun to su e11 
' ·1 t II ' • th t• ' • • n. But I meal'I to continue visiting you unh you e me a "_lY v1s1ts are both 

erogatory and superfluous.· With ·no son of man do I stand upon . super, 
quette or ceren'lony, except the Christian ones· of charity and hone at ny etl-

• h "' • • • ,. f h b s y. I a"' told, my fellow-man, that t ere 1s an anstoLTacy o t e rain. So ".: 
have boldly advocated and asserted it. ··Schiller seefus ' to· have ;e llle11 

b ' h' . 3 At , t .. • , one so though I don't know much a out 1m. any ra e, It IS true that th h , 
been those who while earnest iri behalf of political equalit••, still acere ave 

' • • .• • 1 ceptth 
intellectual estates. And I can ·well per~e1ve, ·I thmk, ~ow a 'man of su . ~ 
mind tan;1by its intense cultivation·; bring·himself, ·as It were, into;a•c P~ri?r 

• f /! 1· . •. d' I • • ' • ertain spontaneous aristocracy o 1ee mg,-excee mg Y mce I ancl fastidio'u 1., . , 

similar to that which, in'an·English'Howard,4~onveys a torpedo-fish thrii(;' 
the slightest contac~. with·a Social plelieian: S?, whe~ yo~1s~e'or heat'of : 1 

ruthless democracy on all sides; ·you may possibly feet a touch of a shrink 1 

something of that sort. It is but nature. t<i ~ -shy Jf a mo_rt~l"who '&old~ 
declares that a thief in jail is as honorabl~ a personage a~ Gen: Ceorge Wash• 
ington. This is ludicrous. But Truth is th~silliest thing-under the surl:Try'to 
get a living by the Truth-and go'to the Soup Societies. 'Heavens! Let'an' 
clergyman try to preach the Truth from its-vefy sfrongliold, 'the puipit, 'an~ 
they would ride him out of his church _on his' -own pulpit bannister, It can 
ha_rdly be 'doubted that all Reformers are bo~omed upon'. the truth,·more or 
less; and to the world at large' are not reformers"alniost·u~iv~rsallyl laughing­
stocks? Why so? Truth is ridiculous to men. Thus easily iri my roohi here do 
I, conceited and garrulous, reverse the test oflriy Lord Shaftesbury.s ;"'' 
.c· It seems an inconsistency ro :11ssertr i.mconditional democracy in -all 
things, and yet confess a dislike to all mankind-in the mass: But not so!~ 
But it's an endl~s sermon,..:...no more of it. · r began by sayi'ng that the 
t "" : J I ·Jf,- (, 1 ~.·, ' ; 'J!).:,,,· j (·; ·. rf 1 'I, i;; (I ! ·ir· ·.I , . I 'l.d 

2: Redated from June Ir, 1851, by Pa~r (Hmnalt Melville:'A Biog,i,phy, ·1.84j:..44), The co,,;~i: 
" cated evidence turnf on a-previously unknown letter Melville's copyist-sister Augusta Mel; 

ville wrote her brother Allan on May 16, 1850, a letter deposited at Arro'\'head by Anna 
Morewood a few years before her death in the 1990s.·She was the widow of Henry Gansevoolt 
Morewood (mu<;h older than she)_and the daughter-in-law of Allan's daughter Mar\a,(Milie), 
born !n February 1849. . l , . ; 1 1 , , . , , . .. 

3. M~lv1l_le seem.• to have had m mmd the quality poinied out ln Wolfgang Menzel s cri11c11m of 
Fnednch Schiller as quoted by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in The Poets and Poetry of Europe 
(1845, 308): 

. We turn now to the second secret of the beauty belonging to Schiller's ideal cha~cters, ThJ• 
• ' is'their nobleness,-their honorableness. His heroes and heroines never discredit the pn of 
Hr· and dignity which announce a loftier nature; and all their outward acts bear the •~amp 

magnanimity and inborn nobleness. lt,s perfect opposite is the vulgar character, and t at con; 
ventional spirit which serves for a bridle and leading-strings to the vulgar na_ture. d ke of 

4 •. Among English fami~ies, the Howards ha\!, long ~elp fi.~s\ plac~, i\S head pemg, the u 
Norfolk. See Moby-D,clt, Ch. 89. , , r, " .. ' • (/ruth 

5. Anthony Ashley Cooper, 3«1 Earl of Shaftesbury (167l-17I3) maintai~ed that ~ne t;/~0 our' 
was ils power to survive ridicule. As he put it in "An Essay on the Freedom ofW,t an um 

ToNATI-J 
ANl£t fi 

. . P 

AWf1to11N 
I h11ve not been to Len . . e 

oil . • o,c is h· ' ·' reas p as the phrase is,, and . 1 1s,..,._in h 5 e u , k I incap hi t e 67 
JoO nd bac • n a week or so I a e of th eve11i11g I 
li"user~olll, and work and slave' oJo to New \'o;klo11g ioltin r~I complete! 
stot'f ss That is the only way I my "Whal ., • to bury ... g O ge1 lo y Y 

Pre • , Can fi . e Wh ·1 . "'Y5'lr . oUr 
iJie h'ther by. cJTcumstances 'lh ll1sh it 'e it is d . •n a third-

d I I • h' , e c I now-..1 l'IVin h sn . g .mood m w 1ch a man <>u h a rn,, the ' am so gt rough 
grOw1,n be mine. Dollars damn rn g t always to· COolness, the P~llled hith,r 

1doiJI . h Id' e; and th cornPose s1 ent 
~ in upon me, o mg the door . e rnalicio •--that, I t &rass-
0111g L shall, at last be 'worh out a1adr, My dear S~ Devij is for ear, can 
e- b h an "" • 1r a evergr· 

JI! ' d to pieces y t e constant,att , . ,.,r1sh, Uke ' Presenti....:. . 111. 
.ate . nt1on f an, old ""'Ill 15 g•• t 1 feel,most moved to write th . 0 the w0od nu1111..,_ 011 

wJta . h h ' at is ha , that • -"· &rater, 
th r write t e ot er way I cannot S nned,-..it u"ll JS, the nut 

.,_ e ' b h I' • o the ~, not llleg. 
~- books are otc es•. m rather.sor . Product is a fi pay. Yet, alto-
rriY d'-four. blisters on -this Palin e, pderhaps, in thi I nal hash, and all 
h&JI , d I • ' rna e b h s etter• b 

last few, ays.1 t I~ a rainy rnornin . y oes and ha ' ut see my 
the oded, I feel cheerfully disposed g, so I arn ind0o rnrners within 
~~speld the Gin were here! If-ever 'rny d, andHtherefore I \Yti rste, an,_d all work 
v,OU ' ear a h ·a lltle hi 
th t·are to come,you and I shall sit down . pwt orne, in the et I uely, 

a I • d if in ar d' . en.a ,;~. corner by ourse ves; an we shall by an a 1se, tn some 1.1 1 •u= 

1.;, rJ champagne there ,(I worit believe~ llle~s be able to smu!~,~ shbaady 
.,.. . . I in a• iernpe !ill"'a 54 

shall then cross< our ce estial ,legs' in th 
1 

. ranee Heaven) d ·r 
)te d 'k • ' I e ce es11al ' an • ......,jcal, 'an stn e our g asses and out he ds &rass that is for­
... vr he O a together f11 b • '"' 
riP8 in .concert,--,,t. n? my dear fellow-mortal, h ' 1 0~ musically 
iJjscOUTSe of all the thmgs manifold which no '; shall we pleasantly 
11.., earth shall be but a teminiscence ·yea 1-18 fiw 50

1 
di !Stress us,_hen all 

ID"· • ' ' na ssol f . pieno •~II ~ongs be c~mp?~ed as. when wars are over; uh:~:n ~tiquitr, 
songs,'tr' Oli, when ·:I. hved ,m ,that queer little .hole called rous, ~IDie 
~ 1wJien l ·toiled and sweated _below," or, "Oh, when. I kn~rld, or, 
llftocked iri the fight':1Tyes, let us,look forward to such thi Let and was 

oi ·th ·ugh , t .. .. b ngs. us swear ~' l o now we ~wea , yet 1t JS e_cause of,the dry heat which is indisi 
~hie tb ~ nourishment of the vme which ~ to bear the tha 
' , • ' th ha h ft grapes I are;to give us• e c . mpagne erea er .. ,, ·· , , ,.;, .,.111·, ,

1
, , , 

~ , bl was:talking about the "Whale." ,As the fishermen say, '.he's in his 
fturry'iwhen I left him some-three·weeks ago, I'm going to take him by his 
jaw1 however; before long, and,finish him up in some.fashion or other. 
What's the 11se of elaborating what, in its ,very essence, is so short-lived as .a 
modem book?:Though I wrote the Gospels in this.century, I should die in 
the gutfer.-,-1 , ~alk: all about , myself, and' this is ,selfishness-and egotism. 
Granted. But• pow.help it?, lam wrifing to you;:! know little about you, b~ 
something ·about myself. So I write aboufmyself,-at least, to. you, Boni 
trouble yourself, though, about writing; and don't trouble yo~rself a_bout 
visiting; and when you do visit, don't trouble yourself about t~,ltg. 1 w:11 do 
all the writing and Yis'itirig and talking myself,:-:-By the way, m e last ~ 1; 
lar Magazine'! I read "The Unpardonable Sin.'~

1
,Het~~' a.~~ f,~ll0W.:,. a 

' • · , . , ,1· ',,.J • ,. 11• 11Ji.1.' .1 t I, •• ,",' .~,, ·• t' j J : 1k , 'I .I' 

I ,;., II .ui; • · I 1 f' ,,J ;, 'c' , -1 •. ' I ' l I(,, j/0 j' ,· !-I • 

~ ', rr• ' , •• " • ' , ,. • , , , ,, •• h ft sbu ci1ed 
, , II • r ht of ridicule. S a ' ry f 

070?), lrutH •~an stand in any light,' ev~n' t~e cha engin~n\g the mote·'solid and ju1t' 8 '" 

the fact that Socrates's character and doctrines seemed l 
I 

Shaftesbury ii saying ,h,I 
11 they had "stood the Proof" of Aristophanes's ridicule. ~ut ~ er~• that you' can know I thing 
;:)ou can know a thisigl~ true' if ii survives ridicu(e, Melv,ll:,'i' 58§\,nJtesbury's i"t.Julian Haw· 

11 tru'e because 'it is consiaered ridiculous. Melvtlle 15 reve ng , :., .. ,a 

thorne printed "revere" (misre~ding Melville's hand): ·M ••• for May 1851. 6• Hawthorne's story had been reprinted in Holden's Dollar agaz, 

11111111 
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Ethan Brand. I have no doubt you are by this time responsible t 
f " I d " It • f or l'lla shake and tremor of the tribe o genera rea ers. is a rightf I fly 

. hh Upo , a 
creed that the cultivation of _the bram eats out t e eart. But it's I'll et1ca1 
opinion that in most cases, m those men who have fine brains an~ ProSe 
them well, the heart extends down to hams. And though you sm k Work 
with the fire of tribulation, yet, like veritable hams·, the head only ogi~ theltt 
richer and the better flavor. I stand for the ~eart. To the dogs With th es the 
I had rather be a fool with a heart, than Jupiter Olympus with his h e head! 
reason the mass of men fear God, and at bottom dislike Him, is bee ead, the 
rather distrust His heart, and fancy Him all brain like a watch. ~se they 
ceive I employ a capital initial in the pronoun referring to the D· ou Per. 

You think there is a slight dash of flunkeyism in that usage?) Anotihety; don't 
h er th· 

I was in New York for four-and-twenty hours t e other day, and sa 1ng. 
trait of N. H. And I have seen and heard many flattering (in a pu~/Por­
point of view) allusions to the "Seven Gables." And I have seen "Tale:!,hers 
"A New Volume" announced, by N. H.71 So upon the whole, I say to ' and 
this N. H." is in the ascendant. My dear· Sir, they begin to patron~Yself, 
Fame is patronage. Let me be infamous: there is no patronage in tha:~ll 
"reputation" H.,M. has is horrible. Think of it! To go down to post • . ~t 
bad enough, any 'way; but to go down as a "man who lived among thrity is 
nibals"! When I speak of posterity, in reference to myself, I only me: c~. 
babies who will probably be borri in. the moment immediately ensuing n t e 
my giving up •the ghost. I shall go do_wn to some of them, in all likelih': 
"Typee" will be given to them, perhaps, with their gingerbread. I have 

O 
• 

rd h• f h f • corne to rega t 1s matter o Fame as t e most transparent o all vanities. 1, read 
Solomon more and more; and every -time• see deeper and deeper_ d 
unspeakable meanings in him. I did not think of Fame; a year ago _:n 1 
do now. My development has been all within a few years past. I am Jik~ 

0
~ 

of those seeds taken out of the Egyptian Pyramids; which, after being thr~ 
thousand years a seed and nothing but a seed, being planted in: English soil' 
it developed itself, grew to greenness;,and then fell to mould.8 So I. Until I 
was twenty-five, I had no development at all. From my-twenty-fifth year I 
date my life. Three weeks have scarcely passed;. at. any:time between then 
and now, that I have not unfolded within myself. But I feel that I am now 
come to the inmost leaf of the bulb, and that shortly the flower must fall to 
the mould. It seems to me now that Solomon was the truest man,who ever 
spoke,9 and yet that he a little managed the truth with a view to popular 
conservatism; or else there have been many corruptions and interpolations 
of the text+-ln reading some of Gbethe's sayings, so wbrshipped by his vota! 
ries, I came across this, "Live in the all." That is to say, 'yaur separate identity 
is but a wretched one,-good; but get out of yourself, spread and expand 
ii~~- ! ' '' .,-. ,fl/ J ' I • J , ,. , • ; I jq.·_ 

1

• • I "' J J 'I ) I ' i\ 

! I , f .': 'i,i !. , I\ ' I Jjt, •• j' • • . t 1 / ' ., , I ·1 ; I 
1 

7. Melville may have seen any one of a number of Hawthorne portraits, possibly the 1850 one by 
Cephas Thompson (see Correspondence [1993], pp. 188-89). Ann1ouncements of Hawthorne, 
fo1thcoming books appeared in the Lituary World and elsewhere during and after May 1851, 

8. At about this time, the English novelist G. P. R. James carried on an experiment at Stock• 
bridge, south of Pittsfield, of planting some Egyptian wheat seed taken from the inside of d 
mummy case. His son Charles Leigh James described the planting, saw it come up, an 
observed that "it aid not seed 'worth a continental.'" See S, M. Ellis, The Solitary Horsern••• or 
the Life and Adventures of G. P. R. Jomes, as cited in American Notes and Queries 7 (pecem· 

,, her 1947): 41. ' , , 1 ,, J ., fall 
9. See M?by-Diclt (~h. 96): "The_truest of all men was the Man of Sorro~ s, ~nd t~e t,ruest 0This 

books 1s Solomon s, an4 Ecclesiastes 1s the fine hammered steel of woe. All is van1ty. ALL, 
wilful world hath not got hold of unchristian Sol1>mon's wisdom yet." • , , 1 

I 
1 

/ I l'i'" '1, !. 1· 

' To N,.-r 
liAr-;1£t Ii 

. AWflfo~NE 

If and brmg to yourself th . 
rse ,,, h r etingt· 

)
j)~ h woods, t at are ielt in th I ings of J·r 569 
d t e I H e P an •re th 

,~ W}tat nonsense.. ere is a fel ets Satu at are felt . 
51s~·Goethe says to him, "you are low With a; a_nd Venus in the nil\\'_ 
~ h ll • d h sore! f aging ' and ih ··• 

i,o,, 1;i,e in t e a ' an t en YOU ·u y a flicted . t0othach • e Fi~d 
itl~st, ·s an immense deal of flum: ~ happy!" ~th that t~·h My dear 
tJ,ere J ntact with him, a monstrou edry in Goethe With all grt ; but )'l)u 
_ . .ncO I '• Seatr· ,and · eatgei,• 
O"' i•·1'r' ,,, 'n '"'I ;, i;c,, o itinrne1 inp~. tlU, . ', I - I ,. , IOn to 
! , l " o'l'Jrf11, ... 11J,f ,, .. I' ; ljtl'I' : .. , my 
',, ' " • hH ,. ' I 

, 
5 

"/\men! .sa1t awthorne. • ._' Jiu ,,, . : ._ li. Mei .
11 p ' " II" r 1· h , . 1, v1 e , B This, a iee mg, t ough th .''r ' • 

~. • I , h ' ere is • relt it,! ymg on t e grass on a sorne truth . . 
h ~e 1' • h warrn •n Yo , 
3 nd out shoot~ irtto t e earth, Your ha· surn~er's da : u must often 

to~ is the all feelmg. But what plays the ;.reel~ hke leav~ :our legs seen, 
~; jnsist upon the uni:ersal application ~: h1ef With the t:i~tur head. 
!YIPS You must not fail to admire my d' t~rnporary feel ' 5 that men 

• • I 

1 scre110 • ing or op· • , •. I tter, '.. ' i ), ' i " , ·1 :, I i -.. - n in paying th inion. 
h15e '' .. ,.,. 'Post 
t ii ' , i, n ' • • " • • 'I I ' "' ' ' ., age on 

,I d 1f) /'I l I r., ! lt I • ' 1' 

• '.. I ' J J',,(,..,·, r, ,,,:.i ~·· l· d•,! , . it p i 

" ,11• • T, N h ,11,, I 
-1··1,, i t'), -1•1.' .,, o at aniel Hawth ,., i_., ~ n, . . , 1 _ orne ,. 

1
, _h ,, , •'), 1, ' ;1)',- ,,

1 
r,1, • 1~t ,,.,,

1 
L J 

,
1t' 11 f '\ l!J j •:1 1 \ 1 • j_. I ,, ' 

., ·. ·1 I. • Ii • ' l , !I ~Jt..,' l,., 1 , , I • I I ' : \ \ I I-• '\ 1. II 

• .r, - , • • . :A1111ow ·, 
• ' , : ,. ,,d ' _, d ,,, , . , :, i r HEAD June 29 1851 
.I _The' dear air an open wmdow invite_ m'e' to 'te .. , _ ' ' ' , • wn to y F •. 
;,J·1 have been so busy with a thousand things th t I ha ou. or some time 
~en i wrote you last, and whether I received an aa . veThal_most ~orgotten 
wu r k nswer. IS most • 
~ season has now 10r wee s recalled me from certa· h J>enua-

doleful chimearas, the like of which men like you ant crotcdetty and over 
• f G d' me an some othe r..-lng a cham o o s posts round the world must be rs, 

iu,u~• h d fl h h , content to encoun-
ter now and t en, an g t t em the best way we can B t h . . • u comet ey 
"1~,-for, 1? !he h~u~dl~ss, trackless, but still glorious wild wilderness 
through which these outposts run, the Indians do sorely abound as well 

as-the insignificant but still , stinging· mosquitoes . .Since you ha~e been 
here, I have been building some shanties of houses· (connected· with 
1he1old one)·and likewise some shanties,of chapters and essays. I have 
been plowing and sowing and raising and painting and ptjnting and 
... d'! o l' f, 't"' ., t d ) ' :f l·i, , -r( " :~r~ lo,11 )1 1 .1 11 'J ;•Jll 1 I' I I 

I. Melville's exact source remains to be discovered. Th'e idea is general In Coe1he: ihe particular 
,thought is dou~tless •.,translation of,• phrase in stanza.four orG,neralbeichte : _I . i "' 

11 .1 . : L, ,
1 

l 1 .. 111 l• WillstduAbsolution \J'' I .
1
1 '' .. 11!·1' J lhri11,•1r·1 11 

1 1 , ! Deinen Treuen geben, . , • 1, _ .. ,,1 1 _11 
•fl 1o1 ·, :~. 1 ri i "' , 1,l -' Wollen wir nach deinem Wink · _.'\' •• -

11'/ 
1

, ! ; ;i ) 
1

_ .. >,1, ,,,
1 

Unabllissliclp treben, ,WI, r 1, • 

Uns von Halben zu entwohnen 
Und in Ganzen, Guten, SchOnen 

h )f~;d ui nt .·, 

1

,. Resolµt zu,leben, .I :1.til•1m1•Jll 

' ' I I ,,,, 1t r, ,,. ,1r , .1,1) ,,11 1 ,,.1~')/·I . • . ~'troducingGe:rmanwriten 
, Thomas Carlyle (1795- 1881), Scottish philosopher ·~rt~;:' 1;' G~ihe,' Crilic•I •"" Mi,c,1-

lo Americans, translates it "To live , , , in the Whole d ea .
1 
~living' "In the Whole' (G«l'i' 

la~ou.s Essays,•3,[1839]: 205), and John S. Dwight re~ j'; 1 
S,leclllfi,.., P°""'frowt lli<G~ 

1' Ripley, ed., Specimens of Foreign Standard L,teral~re, , 0 
• ' n Goethe may have heip,dg•'.' 

'""" of Goethe and Schiller, 1839, p. 48). OM 0~ Ripley s ;:
1
:i:n o[him1<lf, heart and!/~! 

,,, currency to the idea Melville was lampoonm_g: T~;"I oc h' p ,el[ with it £or the um~, Th's is 
• the.subject nearest him,-living in it, and ,dent, ying tdeach moment an eiero•1Y·. ~, .. 
• room for sick yearnings, made each little sphere ~ ;"'6 ding 'All in One, •nd ne '.n , 
evidently what he meant by 'Living in the Whole, Y n 1 ,,1, , "'1 

·' 
(p, 365). I 1 ,.,, ',, , 

-
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• d • b • to come out upon a less bustling time; and t praymg,-an now egm . h . h o e • 
h I f th, gs from a fair piazza at t e nort of the old '1J°'f t e cam prospect o •.n , , 1, " ,1.,, ! : fatrii 

house· here. · .r· .; •1 1 1 , • , · 

N • 1 h h am I without something to be urgent u" h ot entire y yet, t oug , . d . h .. ,t , 'h 
"Whale" is only half through the pre·ss; for,- weane wit •the long defa •ne 
th • d d' sted·with the heat and dust of the babylonish b Y of e printers, an 1sgu r I h , ti k 
kiln of New York, I came back to the country to 1,ee t e grass-and e

11
d; • 

b k I• • -1 ·f I may-I am sure you will pardon this speak_j he oo rec mmg on 1 , 1 • 
11 about myself-for if I say so much on that head, be sure all the rest fg all 

' • • h L o th world are thinking about themselves ten l!m~ as .m~c • . . et us spea e 
though we show all our faults and weaknesses,~for 11 is a sign of'str k, 

• • d ength to be weak to know it and out with 1t1-not in set way an ostentau
0 1 ' ' ' d' • B I Usy though but incidentally and without preme itatmn.- ut am fallill . • 

' • b h 11 b I g 1nto my old foible-'-preaching. I am busy, ut s a not e very ong. Corne 
·f t t • L and spend a day here if you can and want to; 1 no , s ay m enox, and God . 

' . •fr f t give you long life. When I !3m quite .e~ o my,presen engagements; I arn &oin 
to treat myself to a ride and a v1s1t to you. Have ready a bottle of bra i 
because I always feel like drinking that heroic drink when we talk ontor° ~' 

I . og~ cal heroics together. This is rather a crazy etter in some respects, J ap 
hend If so ascribe it 10· the intoxicating effects of the latter end of 

1
Pre-• • une 

operating upon a very susceptible and peradventure feeble temperarnent 
Shall I send iyou a fin of the Whale by way ~f a s~ecimen mouthf~I/ 

The tail is not yet cooked-t_houg~ _the hell~fire _m ~h1ch t~e fhole b?Ok 
is broiled might not unre~sonably bave cook~d ~~ aH ~re this_. This is the 
bo?k's. mqtto (the secret ~~e),-Eg? non_ ~_ap_t1so te I~ no~in~-;--bu~ ?,Jake 
QUt the re~t yourself.\ :, ) r-1-! , , 1 , •. • J J .. , , . '" ·L' , ' !" , : 

,, ,! iJ n-.,nrt , ~u1,, _~ : : •· ' . :''h ·,in,,.; ,,l,1
1 1

• 
I\ I ,-, •• iJ,; •. ' 

- I 
, • t! 

, ':J 
1
~ To Richard Bentle".21

•'· ,,i. , ".:· ,. - i. •• 
:• •l,I:...: ..... .J , . .. ~ . • • • r L• .: . ... ", • "t··i. 

;;,.,'., 11 •• , ·/'; I· ·: ,,i· 1,/ • I .r ' ' ,. 1: ·1<,:t ◄ : I ·••·Iii:, ' .,,·, 

; 1')'/ ' .f:r. w, ,. , , ·,u ( ·,, . •·,1•1 •;r ! ,,, ,·, - ,. AR~O~HE~DJuly20)85\ 
• • I promptly received your note of the 3d Inst: in• reply to mine Goncem-

ing the publication of my new book. "" - )> , l ·1·1-:-,: , ,~r: I ,. , 
; I accept your offer for the ·work;3 but- not without. strong hope that 
before long, we shall be able to treat upon a firmer basis •than now, & 
heretofore; & that with the more assurance you will be disposed to make 
overtures for American books, And here let me say to you,-since you are 
peculiarly interested in the matter-that in all reasonable probability no 
International Copyright will ever be obtained....a.in our time, at least-if 
you Englishmen wait at all for the first step to be taken in this country. 
Who have any motive in this country to bestir themselves in this thing) 

l,JI h • • • ,,,
1 

, ., 

fl"\fl ) f,"', r /1')1 I I llf,1 t i I ' 

2. M_elville's diabolical baptis'."al formula at the end of thls·letter appears in fuller form in Mo.,­
• Dick, C~. 113,_when Captain Ahab uses th~ blood of the pagan harpooneers to baptize the ha• 
, poon with which he pl!ns to kilt the white whale, For Melville's source, first discovered _br 
'Geoffrey Sanborn, Se'e Mol,y-Dick and Melville's Notes in His Shakespeare" on p. 543 h<rttn, 

• See _Park~••. Herman M,•lvil(e: A Biography (1,847) for the likelihood that Melville saw some 
o~ his reh~1ous reviewers as witch-hunters and identified himself with those persecuted on! 
killed as witches. In Molry-Dick (Ch. 54) one of th s . h d h th 

1 
"Dame Isabellai I • • • " h 11 ' e pan,s ons opes a _1 , nqu1s111on, t e crue egacy. of Queen Isabella and K· F d' d f S ·n has waneu tn 

L· C • I b od mg er ,nan o pa1 ' di I· • ,ma: ontm_u ng to, ro about religioul•persecution, in 1856 Melville thought of de ~• 
mg h_,s A~erican sahre The Confidence-Man 10 vicf f -d _,~ ( f faith; in pracuc<, 
burnmg ahve atthe stake), . , , ,,, ,, , 1ms o a~to a,, act ~ , 

3. Bentley had made a ~enerous offer, £150. • ' 

,Cl • ToN 
.\l1iA11t1El H 

"WTttoftNE 
the authors,-Who are the ' · 1 

on1Yhave they to bring io b~a I a~thors?-A h 571 
ce r upon' • andf I en sarily assume a political r any quest· . u , And h 
,es , h' • 1orrn) .,..h ton wh w at • n 

ne -~hatever. T is country & n 1·-1 ey can b . ose SCttlern in u-
nce .. bl ear y II • ring ent rn e , .. .,oodsmen-,-no e•fellows ·e a its affa1' scarcely a . ust 

bac" •· h nough b rs are ny in Hu 
fig for any aut ors except th , ut not at 111.governed by -

pol a d , • h osewh a ite sturdy 
'·s nowa ays-,,1e-:-t eJl\ewspape o Write those rary; 8c who c 

bOO" • d h 1· • rs 8c rnost I are of cultivate , ,cat o Io :men wh ' magazines A sa eable of II 
ber 1· 1· . ' t> .may b , nd tL , a ... ationa 1terature,tu large & e suppos d u_o the nurn in 9 •· • , . every d e to fe I· -

thing ir1 comparison w1th_the;ove h- I ay grawing I e an interest 
no h' . rwem· arger, ·~ h 
bout it. T is country, is. at: present tng,majorit~ wh ,,,et t ey are 

a h • • t • engaged • f ' o care h· f ture aut ors; no m,eneQuraging its 1· . ,11} urnishin~· not ing 
.
0 
Nevertheless, if this matter by an IVing ones,\ .1 ,,i " material for 

, . d 'f . • E Ymeanscom ,.spicuous;,an 1 ~ou,in, ngland c es to.be,rnad . '-' 
,o.. h . h h ome,out e nation II 

foreign -aut or;,t en t ere is .that sort f magnanimously 8c a y 

Vi
a ill be sure-to -make them all eagerness o1· stu~f in the people hereproht~ht 

'II n rec\J\roc r , w 1c 
that my countrymen w1 nev,er be outdon . ...- a ing. For, be assu d 

. I t • al C e,1n gener • re ' 
You desire an n ernat10n , opyright-Lh· . os1ty,-Therefore ·r 

& h • I 'II b o1st. your fl ' t the water, t e s1gna w1 e answered; but look E ag on your side of 
till then. . or no flag on this side 

J am now passing thro: the' press·,: the closing sheets 

that I shall be able to forward it to you in the f of my new work• so . I courseo two h • 
perhaps a,httle onger. -I shall forward it to you th , h ort reeweeks-
tion, And upon your recei~t of it, J suppose your

0
.
11
1 

_e Offic~ of the Lega-
: .. • , ~ • . , , ,,. , . w1 1mmed1atel 

to pnntmg; ~s, o( course, ubhcat10n will not tak I h . . Y proceed 
. • If '· r , v• , ., , ., epace ere tillyouh 

made yourse _sa1~_.-101;1 say you wilt give me your nl-t ' th a~e 
• ~L ' I • r • h t h" , f • • . \l es at ree & SIX 

~onu1s; 1mer ~. a t is_ mea1,1s rom the time of receivl th: 'book ••• 
.. u . , .. ;. ~., , ... .._1 .,~f.11_ ~,\)•~ ~ , ,I ~ " ,1 j\.l 'H.1 · • l ~g e . 

• ( • • •• ~ ,U r .. , . ., ·• ·- ' ' l f -,~11 ·it, -: . ~~ •n :0 1 , ·Jr l~i' 'J.L " , .. : 
1

10) 111 ·ir>r• l' rt 1 ., 
I -1 I . • · i. . , ,," 1 r • \ ,' • 1 h :·''I 

1
• • • ·" '' • • "" ·To Nathan· 1'el H th '· ,.,.> .. • ··, .·,'L I aworne ➔ , 1. 

'.!:)tJf1JJ..:,I 

1i' :lf. J1~JIGJ ~,J,_IJ•-''• J·I_ J ', Jllc1.•,tli1 1l :1J'')' /q 

,1,'.'./ 1, ·r lri· •me:) ?,..rl"l! .. ~- .,~:P- · ... i' , \°:· •. 
, o , ., • . 1 ARROWHEAD July 22 1851 

I •
11 h •t-~; r •,:f,il(l'.CJ J -,•n.- .~{ l '. ,~.•(• 1 ,J11 .•1i-.J · i,u1,., I ·,u•, 

This is not a letter, or i:ven a not~but only a passing wocd said-to yoq 
over your garden gate. I thank you for your easy-flowing long letter (received 
yesterday).which flowi:d through me, am! refreshed .all my meadows,•as 
the Ho1Jsatonic_,--,-opposite me-,-does in .reality. I am now busy with vari­
ous things-not incessantly ,though; but eno1,1gh to require_.my,frequent 
tinkerings; and this is the height of the haying season, and my nag is 
dragging me home his winter's dinners all the time. And so, one way and 
another, I am not yet a disengaged man; but shall be, very soon. Mean-
time, the, earliest good chance I get, I shall roll dow~ t~ you. " . 
• ·. My dear f~Uoly_-b~_irg, ~~- ~hat _is, you and 1-;-must ~It u~on so~eol~~: 
bit of vagabondism before Autumn comes. Graylock '"'we mus g 

11 vagabondize there'."But ere we start we must dig a d'ee~ hole and bury 3 

the Blue De~ils,\there to
1
abide tilr' the Last Day.•'~ •. '. ,' .. 1 

.L. '. J 1 ' • C ' I ; . :• U ,) •Ir• 'l l , 11 .. 11 '1 -1 '• 
11

' 

I i. ... 
1 

"t;i1t1 Nr, •, .1 ~ ,~i1 ,c1~·1h!,H'!l f lJ•J·t " 1 ,; r l 1 ,J 
111 1 ' .., p-c~l,w ·•,\t t.,,: ,.,. h ., .1,.,, ·.11' hJt, , !. ,1i ·i I r 4 l 
4,•Theh·:'''"lh,,;.;f ,, ~- ,, , 1,. '"' ,,,;,,,, .. , .. . ' , .,,, ,t, ·;M,i;a,,·, 

stud •g_hesl mountain ih Massachusetts, ,visible to the north on • clear day fro , 
5. The 1,j'ndow at Arrowhead, his farmhouse south of Pittsfield. ' • 1 

ues or hypos such as Ishmael feels al the start of "Loomings.' ' • 

ni 
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M ELVILLE's LETTERS AT THE TIME OF MOBY-DJcl( 

r· j ' , ' r 

'J'o Sarah Huyler /\1orewo?d6 
• 

I l • 1 1 J I ' • j, / ~• r 

-' ' ARR0~HEAD September 12 [cir 19}] 
; ;,•,r ·t, J I - • 

1 
• i • , 18f 

• • • The "Hour & the Man" is exceedingly acceptable to me. "Z • 1 
• b I h II d anon·"· a very fine book in very fine prmt- ut s a en eavor to surrno I ts 

difficulty. At present, however, the Fates have plunged me!'into Unt that 
silly thoughts and wayward speculations' which will prevent llleceriain 
time, from falling into the reveries of these books-for a fine· bo~:~t a 
sort of revery to us-is it not?-So I shall regard them as my Pa d' •s a 

d f h . ra tse. 
store, & Mrs Morewood the god ess rom w om 1t comes; ; , : . •n 

Concerning my own forthcoming book-it is off my hands, but m~ •1.1, •• 

the sea before publication here. Dont you buy ir.....:.dont you read it 
stt 0ss 

does come out, because it is by no means the sort of book for you, It~ en it 
peice of fine feminine Spitalfields silk8-but is of the horrible text; not a 
fabric that should be woven of-ships' cables & hausers. ·A Polar•wind it a 
through it, & birds of prey hover ·over it. Warn all gentle fastidious 0

Ws 
from so much as peeping into:the book-on risk-of a lumbago & sciatte~ple 

l I 
, , 

1
. 

1 
ks, , ., 

1 J l 1 ,. ! . ,,l, 1: • '• • • 1,/,' , ·,. • , I ' ', fl!._; ,> ':,(! J /, 1 1 
, . ,. , 
•· ·1'' 

• 1 ·, , ... , , . , ,'j·To Evert A.' Duyckinck-li \•;i •, ·'I • ,.,; 
I _.,,•.1~ ;1 .1,,r ,i·· '!n•1;.,p 11.-::-i . t • 1 • , , · . •1n1•·J JJCi '.; ., f,• 

• , • • ,:·\. ,:!( ,,i1 ', ,,.1 !).,·,'.Ii ·, :.:, ·ARROWHEADNovemher
0

7 
1

1ss ' 
,. - . ' I 

"\ t •, , ,, l'f' .. ~ •, ·, . I 1 " P11 •,~Y- • H• · ,·,1n1• I .. , 
, Your letter received la~t'night ha~ a, sort p~ stpm;iing effe~.t on r,ie.9 F~r 

some days past bein11: engaged in the woods wtth ~e, wedge, & beetle I the 
! ) l'O 1 I /, I J 

Whale had almostJompletely slipped me for th~ ,~ime ,~ J ,was the merrier 
for it) when Crash! comes Moby Dick himself (as you justly say) & remind~ 
me of what I have been about for part of the last year or two. It is really & 
truly a surprising coinci~~n<=;e-to say the least.,I m.ake no doubt it 1s Moby 
Dick himself, for there is no account of his capture after the sad fate of the 
Pequod about fourteen years ago.-Ye Gods! What a Commentator is this 
Ann Alexander whale. What he has to say is short & pithy & very much to 
the point, I wonder if my evil art has raised this monster: 1.1 , , ' 

L The Behrings Straits Disaster, too, & the cording along the New Found, 
land coast of those scores & scores of fishermen, and the inland gales on 
the Lakes. Verily the pot boileth inside & out. And woe unto us; we but 
live in the days that have been. Yet even then they found rime to be jolly. , 
;" J ~\ I 1 , ~ I PJ '..I,•; 1fjJ ,I , 1

' ;, ,. •• , ; ; 
1, q ·-'· ' ,,, ' 

" . ,. J f" tJ , L11 : ,111J 1 11., , ·', •,l j ., 1rt; ,., ,! ·>rn · ,L 
' .• • t .' ,, I '• ' ! '. <l 11 "· I ' 11 , if J1 I Il l' .1'' 

6. Sarah Morewood and her husband, Rowland Morewood, lived at Broadhall, • ihe adjacent prop· 
. erty to the west, where ~elville's paternal uncle and his large family ~a,d lived. An invete~te 
' hostess, she was febrile, the Melvilles knew, in her embarrassing Infatuations with a brother-in· 1 
,, law of former President, Tyler, then, for years (as Parker explains in ,bothi volumes of H•'."'f 

' ' , Melville: A Biography), with George Duyckinck, the decorous, prim broth~r of Evert Duyckin~; 
i. • The "silly thoughts and wayward speculations" concern~d his next book, Pierre. Mrs. Morew1 s 

gifts were Harriet Martineau's The Hour and the Man (1841) and ,Edward Gtorge Bu wer• 
Lytton's Zanoni (1842). . lfi Id 

8. French Protestant refugees from France in the )6th century began weaving silk in Spita e ' 
near Brick Lane in London, and by the 1700s gorgeous silks were woven there. 

1 
ff 

9. Duyckinck had sent Melville a dipping about the sinking of the Ann Alexander by a wha The 
Chile, a sensation especially in the largest whaling states of New York and Massachusetl~• ( " 
news arrived in the United States in a copy of the Panama Herald of October 16, 185 s 
Parker, Melville, 1.877- 78 and Correspondence 208). . ·,, , " · " ' '· ' ' 

1. A heavy hammering tool, like a maul. 11',, , , , ,i.1 ,, ,, ,,:,· ,er •,1 • 

,, 1, ' i · " To NATJi 
ANIEt 1-1.\""-. 

--·•tto~Ne 
did'nt you send me tha't. 1 

WhY72 Oh had I ,but had that p·•nestirliable ite... f 573 
c re . 1e to c . .,. o "Ii 

t,e
1O 

doubtless,are omitted, All 
O 

ut •nto! But th errnan d, ,., 
th'ngs -rh h ne can d . at&: >vardt" 

I und him, ,1 ey av.e no Vatica l ( o ts to Pick lllany other c 
b Yro n as upwh 1ine ~ . ,1 -w <d' , ' ·, t, , , .. . , ,, , ,., You ha"e). p at chips he 

~· • • • • tn • ~n 
L

1 
_ 1 _,, ,fl ·, I , .. ~11d • , \., , ~ • • 1J ~ "'li •ttsfield here . •• , ,., TN ... , .. ri,c,, ,,i~-i, ,,.ir/.. '"" ,1,. io athaniel Ba , ,,, ,, , ' • 

,. c·1 ·11,,• ,1..::1.!,. ':, ,,, . ,- , .,1 't . Wthorne· .. ,, ,, ,_ 
' - 0 I l. . 1,, ... 1 

I ii' ,,, ,ri, I.> '), I 1' ,·1 ·1,' ii' i u :1i ·1(, Jrt } ,, l) J ~:,r,, ·• 

,-!·, ,, - . ,; " J ... , ,, . • ... , ARaow11tAo ,.. • ' 

.: y~Jr'letter4, wa~ )landed me Ia;t· ~'ight 
O 

•, h .,., ,November 17, 1s;
1 ., • d's and I read it there. I-lad fheen at hn t e road going to M ., 

woo ' " d • I ome [ I r. ,.,ore . and answere 1t. n me divine mag . ' .. Wou d have s~t d , • 
0nce . • " 1 h I h' , nan1m1ties . ,. own at 
• tantaneous-catc tnem w •le you can Th are spontaneous an j 
ins 'd S • e world , u 

e other s1 .,e,,~o,'!1~s ,~P· ? now I can't write wh goes round, and 
thh •:·stic theri-:-Y.,o,ur ~eart Beat in my ribs and . ~t .1 felJ. But I felt p'an-t e1 , ' ,, • ,1 f , ' k bl ., mine in 

Go<l,5: A sense, o. u;/;spe,a a , e security is in m th' yours, and both in 
, ., 11 1.J , 2 d , b , , e ts moment 

r, 
1 u'r havinl! un _erswo tne ook. J have w 't . , on account 0 yo ' '17

• h ' 1 '· 'b I ff b ' '' ' rt ten a wicked b k 1• I potless as t e am • ne a le socialities a . . oo , and 1ee s , ••1 w ,. ,, , 1-. r, rein me Iw Id. 
,, d di;e with 'you an<;i a. I the, gods in old Rome's p h ' I . 0,u, SIi down 

an " ' h • f 1 ' ... .. , d ant eon.It1sastr 
feeling-no . ope ~.!1eJs 1s. u,1 !~I no _espafr. Content-that is it· ~nge 

nsibility; -but w1t~~ut licentious inclination. I speak ,fand •rre-
spo • 'fb " f , , d . nowo rnypro-
fo ndest sense O emg/ not O ,an mci ental feeling. L a l . U • , , , , ,, 1 .rl ; y•J .:r. I 
• Whence' come yo4,. nawmorne? By what right do you dri k fr ' .,. • ·,, : , . . .n om my 
flagon of life? An~ when _I put 1t to my bps-lo, they are yours and not mine. 
I feel tha~ 1 t!1e Godhead 1s b~o~n ~p like the_ bread at the Supper, and that 
we are the pieces. Hence this mfimte fraternity of feeling. Now, sympathiz­
ing with the paper, my angel turns over another page. You did not care a 
enny for the book. But, now and then as you read, you understood the 

~ryading thought that impelled the book-and that you praised. Was it not 
'1' , ,, ;II i 't 

' I ' I~ • I ' • ' f D~ki,;h~•; I se~~nd
0 

~n~losure about 'Hen,;;. r,..;ibly Nonnanl de Ward( is unidentified 
;;;,pcholar Jay Leyda conjectured. an allusion to, Wynkyn de Worde's Th, B~ ,f Knvy,,g, 1i.i 

1.431) a 150S book on carving that includes a brief instruction about whalem,a~ whichould lit 
~ 'With Melville's comment that he wanted to "cut into' it (de Wordes book was not "l"int«! until 
~-,IBt,7, howiver). Whatever the inestimable item was, it clearly contained some m01t of them of 

11
• •random allusions to w)ta\es" Melville had been accumulating for his ' Eitracts" al the start of 

, ·'Moby•~ck~ •,', •.:, ·,, i, I: '.,'· i, '"'' ,. , •. 
3. Library, Duyckinck's great lioQ~ c,ollection wenl largely to 1h• N~ York Pubhc L,b':'lJ'• whett 
, it was qispersed. His manuscript material, kepi more nearly '?1ac1, has pro,ed mexhaust· 

ible, As late as 1990 Parker found an unknown Melville lener ma folder of undated lenm 
from unidentified correspondents and long-printed ICJIIS of some documents Slill contain 

/ ·1 I ' ","'i I • 

, mistranscript1ons. '. , ' ., ' ( 3 2!0 11) nd mott 
~. The biographical context of this letter is outlined in Corresl""'denc, 199 • nd ~ ' a 
i., fully detailed in Ch. I of Parker's Melville, Vol. 2. From evidenc.e in h leiier :h fi~s: ;:;:!::~'. 
,., arti~le, we now know that Melville and Hawthorne had me1.1'tl~:~~lh~ Linle Red Inn in 
I, ber,.~ at the house in Lenox of the lawyer Charles Se:gwic h f Moby-Dic• which he 
_ Lenox, around November ,14, when Melville gave Hawl orne t e ;hPY,:siern part o£ 1he state, 

~,. read at once, despite the confusion of packing up for a move\ 1:ner and 1he presentalion 
, and wrote Melville about. Melville later _destroyed Ha:i;n:iiong slay in England and Italy 

~
copy of Mob•-Dick was lost before or during the Hawl 0h •n whi'ch 1he 1..-0 men 51tall 

.. I 'd 'th t esc•n•• h , ' ginning in 1853. Parker.'s first yplume cone u es ~1 . room at the Lil~• Red Inn, w erth a 
alone together through an early afternoon in ,the dining ent 10 1he Lenox gawken, w o 

. . . ' • f real amusem • 1ed (ii not Writer in a newspaper said they were a source o g h. odd way of getting acquain bl' . 
' thought the two reclusive celebrities had chosen t 1hs, h I I) Hawthornt knew lhe pu hocad 
b . 11 d' a11 e oe, • 'fh<mtn• 
_emg the custom for people living loca Y to . '"~ s an astoundingsuipns<· ly 1.,..0 or 

hon of Moby,Dick was imminent, but the d•~1cauon ":r Mol,y-Dick belort ihem, r,:. Parker 
tak,n farewell .of each other the presentaoon copy h n,'s praise-fili,d Jener , 
three"or four 'days before Melville received ,Hawl 

0
.'. , . , .. , 

1.879.!.83). ,,I ,_,, 1, .. ,. ·• 
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so? You were archangel enough to despise the imperfect body, and ernb 
the soul. Once you hugged the ugly Socrates because you saw the flar::~e 
the mouth, and heard the rushing of the demon,- the familiar,..,_and 111 
ognized the sound/ for you have heard it in your own solitudes. , i 1, , tee. 

My dear Hawthorne, the atmospheric skepticisms steal into me now 
make me doubtful of my sanity in writing you thus. But, believe me 'i and 
not mad, most noble Festusl5 But tr~th ~s ev~r incohere~t, and when the b~ 
hearts strike together, the concussion 1s a li ttle stunning. Farewell. Do 1

~ 

write a word about the book.6 That would be robbing me of my rn· n t 
d I. h h' b t • tserly e 1g t. I am heartilY. sorry I ever wrote anyt mg a ou Y,OU-1t was p 1 

d 
, 1 • 1 h • , a tr., 

Lor , when shall we oe done growing? As ong as we ave anything' rn • 1• 

d ' ' ' dd M b o· k • Ote to o, we have done nothing. So, now, let us a o Y 1c to ~ur hies • . 
and step from that."Leviathan is not the biggest fish;-1 'have hea ~Ilg, 
Krakens.7 · • ' '' " ·, ' 11 

' • ~ of 
1 • '" • , I 

This is a long letter, but you are 1_1ot at all bound,to a~swer ir Pos·sitt . 
you do answer it, a~d direct it to Herman M~\ville, Y?~ will mi~~end 'it.:}~f 
the very fingers that now guide this pen are no.t precisely the same that. r 

k • • ' 'd h h II ' b ' JUS! too 1t up and put it on this paper. Lor , w en s a we , e done chan'g' , 'I 

Ahl · , 1 h d'' • h 1 ,, • 1ngr 
. 11 s a !>?g st~ge,_ and ~o inn i,n sig t, an mg t 1c~m.1_n_g, , an~ th_e bod 

cold. B~t with you for ~ passenger, I am co1_1~ent a~d can be _happy. I shafi 
leave the world

1 
I fell, with more satisfaction for having come to know' 

K • ' d h h B'bl f • " You. nowmg you persua es me more t an t e ~ ,e o ou~ 1m~ortality.' , .• ,, 
, What a pity, that, for your plain, bluff lett~r, you should get such gibb .J 

ish! Ment_ion me to Mrs. ~awthor~e and_~~.tfe c~\l_d~e~1,~~d 1~•,&oodr 
to you, with my blessing. , , • " ", •· y 

.,,, , .. , . , , : . n ..1,, 11 ! ,: ·,,ll•'JJ <;; 1i-J . ,, l•. )l 1 
1o ,.-, 1 ii 1.::! n'.,I l ,~·,,'J: .... -~rpian. 

"I J • ., ,11 

1,,l) ~II J l•·~!,IC i( f , / , ••,,•,;~, 'HIJ ,fJi • 
(J ' I I • · • .' i, • . il 

ft _,, : / · 11.' IU .,k ,,. :.i:J I.,,] '(If , 

I,,., :i.,-,:h:1. ,,; li:! 1J 11J·• 11wi:. rr_·, 1,1. 1 •. • 
• • • ,', l.) 1·,rr 

I ii :, 
,., , I ~~I '' 
• f, ,' .117";"_ i 

,j l';I. 

I I.· ; ! 

J1,1 1! 

5. Melville derends the "gibberish" (see the last pangraph) o£his letter wlth his biblical reference 
to Festus: "And as he thus spake for himsel£, Festus said with a loud voke, Paul, th'ou art beside 
thyself· much learning doth make thee mad. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Fesfus· f Ut 
speak forth the words of truth and soberness" (Acts 26.24-25). ·• •• :"'' ·< ' 

6. Hawthorne had offered to review Molry-Dick-just as Melville had written on Mosses fro,;/.,. 
Old Man~ in the Li1tta,y World. Following Melville's directive, ':l"wthorn~ ~id hot-although 
he wrote to Duyckinckon December I, 1851: "What a book MelVJlfe has wntten! l,t gives me an 
idea of much greater power than his preceding ones. It hardjy seemed to me that the review o£ 

•. it , in the Liu n,,y Worul [November 15 and 22), did justice' lo' lts best points" (Letters, 1843-
, 1853, edited by Thomas Woodson, L. Neal Smith, and Norman Holmes Pearson [Columbus: 

,. Ohio State UP, 1985), p. 508). ' ' ', -~ " ' , 
7. A reference to Pierre, which he was envisioning as' more 'profound than Moby-Dick. 'How 

Melville could have thought so has proved difficult for critics t,o understand, primarily because 
what he had in mind and on his writing desk at this time was not the book that was published 
In 1852. As Melville completed It at the end of December 1851, Pierre was the tragic story of 
the psychological awakening of a youthful idealist who makes the grotesque mistake 0£ trying 

'' lo put Christian principles Into pnctice. In New York City, bolstered by hostile reviews and 
weak sales of Molry-Dick, the Harpers offered Melville an Insulting and ruinous conlracl­
twenty cents on the dollar after they had recouped their costs rather than the old basis 0£ fifty 
cen<s on the dollar. Only then did Melville write into the manuscript a transparently autobio• 
graphical and ultimately suicidal account of his career. Sec Parker's introduction in the recon· 
struction of the "Kraken Edition" of Pierre (HarperCollins, 1995, xi-xlvi), notable for the 

' illustrations by Maurice Sendak. The dust-jack<t copy contains this hopefol passage'. '·. 
'• . ,.. ' ,., 

Molry-Dick and the reconstructed Piem are at last revealed as complexly interlinked com· 
panion studies of the moods of thought-the T,.,,.e and Omoo of depth p•ychology. •,~-•Not 
offered a., 'definitive' but a., supplementary to the s1andard Northwe11ern-Newberry text, this 
edition of Piem is a close approximation of what Melville in a letter to Haw1horne alluded 
,lo as his "kraken" book, grander than the book whose original title was The Whale, just 81 

the legendary krakens were more awesome than sperm whales. (Seep. 626 herein.) ,,. 

,1To'Sopff ,.., p 
£Aeo0y H 

n't stop yet. If the World "WriioRNt 
1ca d wase . 

1 should o. I should hav l'lt1re!y lllad 575 
ivhat and so have an endle'ss e :a PaPet•mil) e up of Magia 
hOre~on that endless ribarid I ~band of f0o1s'stablished at ons, I'll td) You 
3fl 'ughts all under the forrn ofs ol U]d Write a tchap rolling ih u nepo end or the 

u ' 1ae1 ou nrn thO rnaghet, responds -Wh· t terio You• th !and-a tnill· y desk; 
nd JTIY • • • tcn is the b· • e diVin ion-billion 

8 one, 't . II I ,> •> lr1! r I ,t • '&gest) A t ~ rnagn,1 is in 
art . •· ' ,l111Jr -, i:, ' •11· Oolrsh questio )'ohu, 

, , • ' . • ' • 'l ' r h-.i.t ey 
J ' (I') ,' ,.._, I ·, I ' I ,.! ... , "• 

J ' ., ( 

Do~'t think that •byrwriling Ill 't
1
"-· .· . H. , 

1 · d • e a ette ' ., , • ,, . h ·an ,mme 1ate reply to it ....... artd r, You shalt 
1 

· 
'"'~ting-desk eternally. No such·thingl slo hkeep both of ua wdayls· be bored 
ivrl d • • s a'n't I' s e v,n nd you rnay o JU St as you please. a ways answer g over a 
a 11 • ,,., , 1 'J ' t LI • ,. ,, , ,, ,, . 

1 
, your letters. 

J') J . •: , _ ~ -,, n, JJ I ·) . , J 
1 

) 

I l ~I ,,,J <,O J ,1,•:~ J,f,r,, ' I ,, 1· r ,1, ., ""' I 1/ 
~,,, '. • . •T s h' ' .,,,., ·, 
,., ii ,1,; ., 111 , ,o 10 op 1a Peabody H , ·, , . , ,

1 
n ., 

, 1, 1:1 , , " t I. :~1,, ,111 ,, ~- , awthorne • · L' 
,~ ,n. ' •· I I ' I I lfJr JI ,I 

·11( h ')','/ q· ,,1,1,> I, ,,, , I 1,J ,, • ,, 
,,·111 • " • • NEW • 

.. 1 ,,.. ' •• ,,, •' n ,, , ·, YORKcrnJanu 8 
• , 1 have hunted ,u~ the .finest Bath I c~o-u]~'fi d . ,,, , ary , 1852 

, , ' i , • ' 'b~· ' L' u n gilt d d " ,. 
he~ cm to mscn e my numble acknowled ' ·e ge and stamped 

VI h D ·s1'·, • gementofyourh· hi fla ' 
letter of t,~,t!; 29t ,, ec., t -~~allr. a.mazed me that o h tg y tiering 
, ctio'h in that book. tt is true· tbat ~ome ,.,_ h Y ~ s_ ould find any satis-
ra ""'" ave said th 1 l·th it but you are the only woman-for as a g I h ey were p eased 
w , enera t ing w h 
S..,aJI taste for the sea. But, then, since you with your . . •[ omen ave 
"' • h ' spintua izing t 

see more thmgs than ot er people, and by the same p fi na ure, 
h h rocess, re ne all you 

See so that t ey are not t e same things that other peo I b h· 
, • h ' k b h Pe see, ut t mgs 

Which while you t m you ut umbly discover them you d • r 
, o m ,act create 

them for yourself-therefore, upon the whole, I do not so much 1 • • Mb marve 
at your expressions concernmg o y Dick. At any rate, your allusion for 
example to the "Spirit Spout" first showed to me that there was a subtile 
significance in that thing-but I did not, in that case, me1111 it. I had some 
vague idea while writing it, that the whole book was susceptible of an alle­
goric construction, & also that parts of it were--but the speciality of many 
of the particular subordinate allegories, were first revealed to me, after 

Melville bids Hawthorne farewell because the Haw1homes were all but gone: 1hey 100k 1he 
train in Pittsfield on November 21 in a fierce snowstorm, nem to rttum 10 the Berkshires. 
Melville's "endless riband" postscript echoes his May I, 1850, letter 10 Dana, in which he 
imagined writing only for him and spoke of feeling "welded' 10 him bya "Siamese linko£ aff«:• 

1 
tionate sympathy," His intell~ct/!al, psychological, and aestht1ic growth in a year and,a half is 

m measured by ~.he two
1
J,~eal.read;rf_ l\~

1
envisione~. 111 , 1111_ ,, •1,1, .,,. 11 ~. 1 

8. Sophia Hawthorne's letter was delayed by being forwarded to Melville nom Pittsfield 10 New 
York, where he hod gone with the completed manuscrip1 of P~ in ilS sh~• fo,m, Wl<MUI the 
sections he soon added •on the hero as an author. Charactmst,cally, Melvtlle ktpt h,s dtsirm 

' ' overt he demeaning conlract the Harpers had just offered for Pilrr• out of his reply, bu, h~ ~ay 

I 
· • , I · · L- ·pt !mowing~ not adm11ung a ready have begun makmg h,s mterpo ahons ,nto tnc manusm d . . 1 M 1 'lie W11s 

that his career as a book writer might be over. Mrs. Hawihorne'5 a m_inuonboor/h;~usband 
firmly grounded in the fact that at times he had spok:,alm?'t as '':;',;:;,~;,~ .. ~he pro£undi1y 
as she always did. Two le11ers newly acquired by_ Stan! Uni:itli he had rtad Mol,y-Dic~ 
0£ Sophia Hawthorne's interest in Melville durin~ 185

1
}• moo 'i"- ie:kulable quali1i,s. For his 

both as a young admirer of her husband and as h,mse 
1
• man ° '!"nded woman unlike his own . . rs h' •• a uerary•ml ' part, Melville was rather too appreciative o op •13 h • letter to their sister Helen on 

wife; Melville's sister Augusta quoted him on the Hawt o~es ~n J. ' Herman says 1ha1 1hey are 
January 24, 1851 (New York Public Library, Gansevoor\1 n_s:,gine , ., , 
the loveliest family hf>ever met with, or anyone can pos51 Y 

1 
• 
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reading Mr Hawthorne's letter which, without citing any particular 
' . Q~ 

pies, yet intimated the part-&-parcel allegoricalness of the whole.-Bu • 
My Dear Lady, I shall not again send you a bowl of salt water. Th t, 
chalice I shall commend, will be a rural.bowl of milk.

9 
• • ~ ' , e next 

Now, Madam, had you not said anything ~bout Moby Dick, & had M 
Hawthorne been equally silent, then had I said perhapsr something to b r 
of you about another Wonder-(-full) Book.1 But as it is, I must be s"l oth 

H f b 
. . I d" , ent 

ow is it, that while all o us human emgs are so entire y 1sembarr • 
. Id • h ased 
m censuring a person· that so soon as we wou praise, t en we beg· ' . in to 
feel awkward? I never blush after denouncing a man: but I grow scarf 
after eulogizing him. And yet this is all wrong; and yet we can't help it· e~ 
so we see how true was that musical sentence of the poet when he sa~ an 
" H I ' h 1 1 " ' g .... vve cant e p ourse ves , , 11, ',, ,, , ,JI, • ,,. , ,. , • I II ., , 1 It: 

For tho' we know what we ought to be; & what it would be very sw~~t & 
beautiful to be; yet we can't be it. That is most sad, too. Life is a I 
Dardenelles,2 My Dear Madam, the•shores whereof are bright with fl ong 
ers, which we want to pluck, but the bank is too high; & so we float 0~~ 
on, hoping to come to ·a landing-place at last-but swoop! we launch into 
the great sea! ,Yet the geographers say, eyen then we must not despai 
because across ,the great sea, however desolate & ~acant it niay look :t 
all Persia & the.delicious lands roundabout Damascus.' ' 1~;.'. '- • "' ' •~ 

So wishing you • a · pleasant voyage ·,at last fo ' th~t sweet '& l t ' 
c'ountree-• • • ·· · ·· · 11

• • • l J • -. l,! l "· , , J 1t 1 .. i, ~~ 
, , , ' . 11 i , - \\ ' ,h 1' r ·,\1. ·) Jf

1
1,...l1i. ,J , ~ Jl ,<I .Ji ,i~·,, 

, . . 1t 1. ,. ·.1: , rin ! J ·1r,:<" ,1· , ,; , Jd, : U'>1. :.ulJ ,,;i .'J • , , i' .m ; 

u,,·, 1 ,. J1 L .... _ ,1
1 

1ih, ~~ ! hr: n ) < ·: "'I 1 . dl1 n13{1 c>;jnt dJ 1
; 1 ·r, 1.,? 

c;: i f il 

I,~~- ., 

I , ;:11 ... 11t ,,, ,·T,i.l _i ., , :, 1.1 1 ~(
1 1(.•( r ' l'IL ('" iJ HIJ t1 ,- (·.::;; 

, 11:·J,, 'J 1:, t,;1: l' ! i: Jud dt" ~ ir1 ~1r1 !Hi.' --. .i id -. rl ·,irl.-1 

! u : ~ , 1 ~ l •:I' 1,. .1J i . 1! . • •~· i 111.' r:. J1 ~-J·: ., r' , - ]~·.H.·it1( 1 1 ·, ol rr ,·-rh 

1nl J d , _ • iJ , tJ' ·:_ t ; . l . n .• ,; . .: id l~' '1 .tJOO'J <. ,:;(.-!?. ;,'.1/':J 1'1 i :1: 

1J ; IJ • fl 1 1 ' ! !I ' \ :,, , .. ( • • 1_11 '} ''J:JO( ,_ Ji-, r , ; " I j 1'' ')l, ff•••• t ; 

I , ~ ! 

-,' 
. (' 

l 

,1 · , ' , , 

.., ' 

•· .. , i ., ;,J , ;rL :,f1 1;J'-r:•nt•: :' : .. , 

.'I · ;~,•! , ~; . .J,;1:i·1·,.· ·1f: . · f •,I ,• .,jl1-1;, , 

:1 1: :: ,'1 . J ) ,\ ., , j .f'• . • i t IIJ I I~'} ')hri,~ 

• • i1 •,!:;., ,: 1 ' , F • ('u' 1 

,r. ' ,,. , •ti 1 , •. J '" l,lf ' ,, '. = • d ,111' 1/ 

' 
1 ,. ·11 I~ .. .,,,J •· 1 ;.; , , ., , 1 I • n 1l 

• ,, ' •• I 

J • Cl ~ f t ., ; , ,J. -, , 

9. Melville knew that Sophia Hawthorne knew that the c.halice commend~d' in Macbeth (1.7.11) 
was a "poison'd" one; the rural bowl or milk was Pierre, a book set perhaps almost entirely in 
the country, before this week or January, when he began enlarging it with the Pierre-as-author 
sections-but it was 6rst completed as a book or ambiguous psychological depths, not a tale of 
innocent rustics at work and play, as Melville wa• ironically implying. ,,, ,. • " . , 

I. On November 7, 1851, while ,till in Lenox, Hawthorne had sent a copy of his new A Wonder 
, Bool: for Boys and Girls to Malcolm, the Melville•' 6rst child, then not quite three years old: In 
, a section called "Bald Summit: Arter the Story,' written In July 1851, Hawthorne had paid 8 

neighborly compliment (which incidentally records what he thought the title or Melville's ne~ 
. book was to be): "On the hither side or Pittsfield sits Herman Melville, shaping out the giganuc 
conception of his 'White Whale,'·while the gigantic shape of Graylock looms upon him f'.om 
his study-window." The father was meant to preserve the book for the son, but in the meanu~• 

, he was to enjoy the compliment to himself. Hawthorne had written this surprise for Melville 
" into his new book while Melville was preparing his own surprise by dedicating his own new 

•~ book to Hawthorne, :h _,. 1 , • 11 • , 1 1 •1 

2. Or Hellespont, a strait connecting the Sea of Marmara and 1he Aegean Sea. 

CRITICISM 
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